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Message from 
the Director 
General

2020 was a landmark year; the onset of the pandemic and 
the roll-out of national and regional lockdowns affected 
every industry and society across Europe. 

The EU food and drink industry continued to operate 
throughout the pandemic, securing food supply for all in 
Europe. Our #FoodHeroes campaign, which we ran through-
out the pandemic looked to showcase the myriad of initi-
atives that our industry undertook to keep supply chains 
open and to fight back against Covid-19 in support of local 
communities.

Throughout the pandemic, maintaining close and constant 
dialogue with the EU institutions as well as with other EU 
sector associations, company members, and our counter-
parts at national level, has been essential.

Whilst 2020 was a very disruptive year, the food and drink 
industry was not blown off course from our goal to achieving 
more sustainable food systems. In 2020 we submitted our 
contribution to the EU’s climate law, which was built on the 
collective commitment our sector made in 2019, to take the 
lead in achieving a carbon-neutral Europe by 2050.

In the wider context of the Green Deal, we shared our ex-
pertise with policymakers on the farm to fork, circular econ-
omy and biodiversity strategies, alongside engagement on 
other important issues. In total we convened over 100 high 
level meetings, submitted 46 responses to public consul-
tations and organised a series of engaging digital events. 

Last year we also celebrated the second iteration of the 
UN World Food Safety Day, which began in 2019. To mark 
the occasion, FoodDrinkEurope published a special edition 
newsletter with our President, Marco Settembri, showcasing 
how food safety remains the industry’s top priority.

To achieve truly sustainable food systems, a robust and 
effective research and investment climate is essential. That’s 
why in 2020, our team worked with stakeholders across the 
agri-food landscape to lead the development of an inventory 
of R&I breakthroughs, which will help inform the priorities 
of Horizon Europe.

In 2020 we continued our work on Brexit, working with our 
partners in the farming and agri-food trade communities 
calling for the UK and the EU to strike a trade deal before 

the date of withdrawal. It is fortunate that such a deal was 
finally concluded but of course it brings with it a new set of 
trade issues to contend with. We will continue to monitor and 
propose solutions to these trade issues as they arise in 2021.

Matters of trade were not just a pressing issue across the 
Channel but also across the Atlantic, with the US and EU 
escalating the trade dispute in the aerospace sector, which 
unfortunately continues to affect food and drink producers 
on both sides of the Atlantic. We joined forces with The 
Consumer Brands Association in the US to call on both US 
and EU authorities to end the dispute and remove the 
punitive tariffs on agri-food products.

Looking to 2021, our industry remains as dedicated as ever 
to achieving more sustainable food systems and to helping 
the EU meet its Green Deal goals, as we continue to work 
through Covid-19 to keep food on the table. In this context, 
the Farm to Fork strategy, and its Code of Conduct, are just 
two of the priority issues we will be focused on.

Mella Frewen,
FoodDrinkEurope Director General

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
taught our industry a lot, and 
three things in particular come 
to mind:

  The resilience of our supply chains

  The importance of constructive dialogue 
to problem solving

  And finally, that economic sustainability 
shouldn’t be taken for granted

The food and drink industry now enters 
2021 full of ambition. As Europe’s largest 
manufacturing industry, we want to help 
kickstart a thriving European economy and 
to lead the EU towards truly sustainable 
food systems – where we can help deliver a 
greener planet and healthier living for all.
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REFLECTING ON 2020: MILESTONE MOMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Reflecting on 
2020: milestones, 
moments and 
achievements
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REFLECTING ON 2020: MILESTONE MOMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

The Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandem-
ic has left barely any countries or 
markets untouched by disruption, 
recession, and the unfortunate loss 
of life. At the first onset, the pandemic 
precipitated hoarding and panic 
buying from consumers, which left 
many retailers struggling to replenish 
stocks of essentials.

As the pandemic advanced and 
lockdowns came into effect, borders 
were shut and, for the first time since 
the inception of Europe’s Single 
Market, pan-European supply chains 
were under severe stress. 

It is impressive, therefore, that Europe’s 
supplies of food remained resilient, 
efficient and constant. 

Behind this success is an army of dedicated 
workers. That’s why in April 2020 we launched 
our #FoodHeroes campaign, to recognise the 
efforts of staff across the industry as they strive 
to keep food supply chains running and to support 
local communities though Covid-19. As part of 
this campaign, we published our #FoodHeroes 
micro-site along with our monthly feature, which 
in April focused on Covid-19 and our #FoodHeroes.

As part of this campaign we highlighted our in-
dustry’s response to the crisis, which can be seen 
in five broad categories: supply chain relief; 
donations of PPE and medical equipment; dona-
tions of nutritional goods; distribution of alcoholic 
gel and sanitisers; and money donations. For a 
fuller overview of the industry’s actions during 
Covid-19, visit our website and check out our A-Z 
list.
As we look to recover from the crisis, two condi-
tions will be essential. Firstly, we must financially 
support SMEs, the hardest hit in this crisis, in 
their journey to re-opening and recovering, par-
ticularly those supplying the hospitality and tourism 
sectors. 

Secondly, Covid-19 has shown that an open 
Single Market is key for the proper functioning of 
EU food supply chains. It is imperative therefore, 
that Single Market principles, such as harmonised 
rules across all Member States and resistance 
to protectionism, are carried forward through the 
recovery.

#FOODHEROES 
CAMPAIGN

Covid-19 
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https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope/foodheroes
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/ht7mv7t841
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/20_07_03_FoodDrinkEurope_-_FoodHeroes.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/20_07_03_FoodDrinkEurope_-_FoodHeroes.pdf


REFLECTING ON 2020: MILESTONE MOMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

We provided a constant drumbeat of infor-
mation to demonstrate how the food and 
drink industry is committed to achieving 
sustainable food systems:

2020 Our year 
in numbers

13

46

Telling our sustainability 
story 

responses to public 

consultations

#SustainableFoodEU 

feature emails published

Brussels Brief launched

  The new weekly newsletter  
for members
  Economic and Trade Bulletins  
redesigned

19
new position 

papers 

published

Received by 7,000 Brussels
stakeholders
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REFLECTING ON 2020: MILESTONE MOMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

85

Recognising
#FoodHeroes

#FoodHeroes 

case-studies posted

Digital champions

In January 2021, Cambre Associates named FoodDrinkEurope as the ‘Best in Class’ for our 
digital communications in 2020. The European Association Digital Report, also names 
FoodDrinkEurope as ‘Champion’ for our Covid-19 #FoodHeroes campaign and our 
#SustainableFoodEU campaign, which included the topical monthly features and digital events.

From the onset of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the EU food and 
drink industry rose to the occa-
sion working round the clock to 
keep supply chains open and 
helping local communities deal 
with the virus. We celebrated 
this commitment with our 
#FoodHeroes campaign, 
launched in April 2020.

500,000+
social media views of

FoodDrinkEurope’s

#FoodHeroes content

3,945
visits to campaign page
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https://2c85cf99-9be2-479e-acb6-ec930cea9e7a.usrfiles.com/ugd/2c85cf_f12eba4ec5254ba7874bba45b5bba090.pdf


REFLECTING ON 2020: MILESTONE MOMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

The Brussels bubble doesn’t stand still, even during 
a global pandemic. Our advocacy eorts continued 
throughout the year as we adapted to new ways of 
working and found new avenues through which to 
engage policymakers.

Met with 5 European Commissioners

Met with the EU’s 
chief Brexit
negotiator  

Michel Barnier,
alongside 

members of the
agri-food chain

100+

25 MEPs
+ 2 presidencies of the
Council of the EU

Engaging with 
stakeholders 

Direct relations with 
policymakers 

high-level meetings

Frans Timmermans
(Green Deal)

Thierry Breton
(internal market)

Stella Kyriakides
(health)

Virginijus Sinkevicius
(environment)

Janusz Wojciechowski
(agriculture)

Met with more than

(Croatia & Germany)
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REFLECTING ON 2020: MILESTONE MOMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

We spoke at the European Commission’s Farm to Fork 
Conference, as well as events at the European Parliament, the 
UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation, the World Trade 
Organisation and many more!

Took part in 40+
high-level external 
speaking
engagements

Being seen 
online*

759

5423

136,561

6%

82,559

27

14.6K

1.6m

press 
mentions

followers

impressions

engagement rate

web visitors

press releases and 
statements

followers

impressions

+152%

+45% +7%

*comparison with 2019
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THE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF THE FOOD AND DRINK INDUSTRY

The sustainable 
growth of the 
food and drink 
industry

03

The EU food and drink industry buys some 70% 
of all EU agricultural raw materials. Hence, the 
CAP is one of the key policies for the sustainable 
growth of our industry.
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THE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF THE FOOD AND DRINK INDUSTRY

A Common Agricultural Policy 
that works from farm to fork 

Throughout the year, FoodDrinkEurope has worked 
to ensure that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
continues to focus on market orientation, to enable 
farmers to make production decisions in line with 
market demand, in terms of quantity, quality and 
price. To share these views, we wrote to the EU 
institutions ahead of key events, such as the vote 
on the CAP reports in the European Parliament’s 
AGRI Committee, and we met with the Croatian 
Presidency of the Agri-Council. Together with our 
members, we also continued to be actively involved 
in DG AGRI Civil Dialogue Group. 

Recognising the key role of the CAP to help achieve 
the EU Green Deal ambitions, FoodDrinkEurope 
has been in close contact with several Commission 
services, the European Parliament, as well as other 
stakeholders of the EU agri-food sector to gather 
intelligence on the impact of the 2030 targets on 
the EU farm supply. In November, FoodDrinkEurope 
organised a webinar for members to discuss how 

to make the Green Deal work for the sustainability 
and competitiveness of the agri-food sector. Finally, 
FoodDrinkEurope has been involved in two research 
projects for the European Parliament, on the Green 
Deal and the CAP and on the future of crop pro-
tection. FoodDrinkEurope calls for a comprehensive 
assessment of the cumulative impacts of the targets 
for EU agriculture.

The EU promotion policy, with its expanded product 
coverage to processed products, is key to the 
sustainable growth of Europe’s food and drink 
industry. To highlight its priorities for the 2021 calls 
for proposals, FoodDrinkEurope prepared a written 
contribution to the Work Programme in April and 
shared its views at the meetings of DG AGRI Civil 
Dialogue Group on promotion. In the context of 
Covid-19, FoodDrinkEurope also requested that 
the Commission extend the deadline for the 2020 
calls for proposals, as well as the opening of 
additional calls for action in case of serious market 
disturbance. Both requests were taken up by the 
Commission. Last but not least, FoodDrinkEurope 
participated in various evaluation activities of the 
policy, including the public online consultation.

Collaboration in the food supply chain can play a 
critical role in achieving the ambitions of the 
European Green Deal. For instance, food and drink 
companies have a long tradition of partnership with 

EU farmers, to secure sustainable and affordable 
raw materials, create value and help develop mar-
kets, which FoodDrinkEurope continued promoting 
with the European Commission. In November, 
FoodDrinkEurope emphasised the importance of 
industry collaboration to make the strongest possible 
contribution to the ambitions of the European Green 
Deal in its contribution to the DG COMP consultation 
on “Competition Policy supporting the Green Deal”.

Strengthening the food chain 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)629214
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)629214
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/641529/EPRS_ATA(2020)641529_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/641529/EPRS_ATA(2020)641529_EN.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/PROMOTION_-_FoodDrinkEurope_contribution_to_the_2021_Work_Programme.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/PROMOTION_-_FoodDrinkEurope_contribution_to_the_2021_Work_Programme.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/committees-and-advisory-councils/civil-dialogue-groups/quality-and-promotion_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/committees-and-advisory-councils/civil-dialogue-groups/quality-and-promotion_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/1859-Evaluation-of-the-EU-agricultural-promotion-policy/public-consultation
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/priorities/detail/industry-working-with-farmers/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/priorities/detail/industry-working-with-farmers/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_contribution_Green_deal_and_competition_policy.pdf
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THE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF THE FOOD AND DRINK INDUSTRY

Food supply through 
Covid-19 

In the face of the devastating coronavirus pan-
demic, the food and drink industry is doing 
everything it can to ensure all citizens can con-
tinue accessing safe, affordable and quality 
food and drink products. 
At the onset of the pandemic, FoodDrinkEurope 
wrote to Commission President Ursula von der 
Leyen and called on the Commission, in close 
co-ordination with EU Member States, to take 
urgent action on five points: (i) Support the food 
sector workforce (ii) Recognise the entire food 
supply chain as ‘essential’ (iii) Unblock transport 
bottlenecks (iv) Support struggling businesses, 
and (v) Facilitate global trade. We issued state-
ments together with farmer organisations, whole-
sale and retailer distribution, food and drink trade 
unions, and with the hospitality/tourism sectors

Measures such as these would ensure our food 
systems continue to function sustainably and 
effectively throughout the health crisis and the 
confinement measures which still endure.

We remain fully committed to work with the 
European Commission and supply chain partners 
so that the response to Covid-19 is coordinated 
and effective and contributes to a successful 
recovery.

The UK withdrew from the EU on 31 January 
2020 and entered a transition period that 
lasted until the end of 2020. During the entire 
year, the food and drink industry faced un-
certainty about a possible deal. Reinforced 
by the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the industry stressed that our priority was 
to safeguard jobs and avoid severe disrup-
tions within the EU-UK integrated agri-food 
supply chains. In a letter to the Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen in December 
2020, we called for the adoption of unilateral 
measures specific to the food and drink 
sector, in particular in a no-deal scenario.

Together with farmers organisation and 
trade unions, we called on negotiators to 
strike a comprehensive tariff-free and quo-
ta-free trade agreement with close harmo-
nisation of rules. Finally, the agri-food chain 
welcomed the conclusion of the negotiations 
on 24 December 2020 and urged the relevant 
authorities to ensure an effective and prag-
matic implementation from 1 January 2021 
onwards.

Brexit 
negotiations

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/press-release/5-urgent-actions-to-help-ease-food-supply-pressure/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/statement/joint-statement-from-the-food-supply-chain-on-covid-19/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/statement/joint-statement-from-the-food-supply-chain-on-covid-19/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/statement/joint-statement-eu-uk-trade-relations-after-brexit/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/statement/lightning-quick-response-needed-to-avoid-more-border-chaos/


FO
O

D
D

R
IN

KE
U

R
O

PE
 2

02
1 

AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

13

THE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF THE FOOD AND DRINK INDUSTRY

EU trade policy review 

In October 2020, FoodDrinkEurope submitted a 
detailed response to the European Commission’s 
public consultation on “A renewed trade policy 
for a stronger Europe”. In our submission, we 
highlighted our support for an ambitious EU trade 
policy, which seeks to establish a more stable 
and predictable rules-based international trade 
environment, improve market access conditions 
in both traditional and emerging markets, maintain 

fair terms of competition, strengthen the imple-
mentation and enforcement of trade agreements, 
and contribute to sustainable development. The 
consultation addressed topics such as resilience 
and open strategic autonomy, SMEs, WTO, sus-
tainable trade and supply chains, priority markets, 
enforcement of FTAs, to name a few. We further 
promoted our messages in an October feature on 
International Trade and earlier in the year had 
published the infographic Why International Trade 
Matters to the EU food and drink industry.

In March 2020, FoodDrinkEurope adopted its 
priorities for the multilateral trading system and 
the WTO. The position recalls that for over two 
decades, the WTO has played a vital role in main-
taining a predictable international rules-based 
trading system and promoted an orderly deve-
lopment of global trade through the administration 
of binding trade rules and dispute resolution.

As the international trade context has significantly 
shifted, it is high time to revive the rules-based 
trading system, find a way forward on WTO reform 
and to intensify negotiations ahead of the 12th 
WTO Ministerial Conference (MC12). Our key 
priorities are: (i) Agree on tangible outcomes on 
agriculture at MC12 (domestic support, applied 
tariffs, etc.) (ii) Give increased attention to the 
regular work of the WTO and consider suggested 
improvements (transparency and accountability, 
functioning of committees, implementation of 
decisions and agreements, etc.) (iii) Dispute 
settlement system reform. 

Multilateral trading system 

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_position_paper_-_EU_Trade_Policy_Review.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/octobertrade?e=cd5387bcb2
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_-_International_Trade_Matters_DIGITAL.pdf
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THE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF THE FOOD AND DRINK INDUSTRY

Besides the continued monitoring of ongoing 
trade talks, the implementation of existing 
ones and conveying of positions, FoodDrinkEurope 
was particularly active on the EU-US WTO 
civil aircraft disputes. We still deeply regret 
the retaliatory duties imposed on food and 
drink products, for a dispute originating in a 
completely unrelated sector, and continue to 
call on political leaders to resolve this swiftly 
and avoid further escalation of trade tensions. 
In December 2020, we reiterated our concerns 
in a joint statement with US counterparts from 
the Consumer Brands Association. We remain 

hopeful that the EU and new US administration 
will address this as a matter of priority and 
suspend the retaliatory tariffs on unrelated 
sectors, as part of broader efforts to strengthen 
transatlantic cooperation and trade 
relations. 

FoodDrinkEurope also responded to European 
Commission consultations on bilateral trade, 
namely on a new regulation establishing the 
European Union’s Generalised Scheme of 
Preferences and on the creation of a Carbon 
Border Adjustment Mechanism.

Bilateral trade 
negotiations

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/statements_documents/20_12_09_Joint_statement_-_EU-US_trade_de-escalation.pdf
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THE SUSTAINABLE GROWTH OF THE FOOD AND DRINK INDUSTRY

FoodDrinkEurope continues to play an active role 
in the different committees set up under the EU’s 
Market Access Partnership (MAP) including the 
Market Access Advisory Committee (MAAC) and 
SPS Market Access Working Group (SPS MAWG). 
These platforms bring together the European 

Commission, Member States and representatives 
of business associations on a regular basis to 
address and solve concrete market access issues 
in third countries. In 2020, FoodDrinkEurope closely 
followed different regulatory developments and 
market access barriers faced in Central and South 
America, the Gulf countries, Indonesia, China etc. 
with an impact on trade.

We also published:

 Data and Trends 2020
 Quarterly Trade and Economic Bulletins
  Special COVID-19 Economic Bulletins, May 
and September 2020 COMP/060/20 and 
COMP/075/20 (members only)

And work with the food chain 
and EFFAT, in particular

  EFFAT and FoodDrinkEurope statement: 
Only healthy workers can feed Europe, 
December 2020

  EFFAT and FoodDrinkEurope Guidelines 
to protect the health and safety of 
workers during the Covid-19 pandemic

  EFFAT, FoodDrinkEurope, 
FoodServiceEurope and HOTREC 
statement: “call for an exit strategy and a 
recovery plan supporting the hospitality-
tourism sector in the COVID-19 crisis”, 
May 2020

Market Access Partnership 

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_-_Data__Trends_2020_digital.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/statement/joint-statement-only-healthy-workers-can-feed-europe/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/publication/guidelines-on-protecting-workers-during-covid-19/


MAINTAINING OUR HIGH STANDARDS OF FOOD SAFETY

Maintaining our 
high standards 
of food safety
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MAINTAINING OUR HIGH STANDARDS OF FOOD SAFETY

On 7 June 2020, we celebrated the World Food 
Safety Day. To mark the occasion, FoodDrinkEurope 
published a monthly feature showcasing that food 
safety remains the industry’s top priority. 

FoodDrinkEurope members contributed to requests 
from the Commission and the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA) for occurrence data of 
chemical substances in food, in the context of the 
re-evaluation of food additives, the call for data for 
the exposure assessment of food enzymes and 
the continuous collection of chemical contaminants 
occurrence data in food and feed.

We have contributed to the Commission’s ongoing 
review of Regulation (EU) 2017/2158 that estab-
lishes mitigation measures and benchmark levels 
for the reduction of the presence of acrylamide in 
food. FoodDrinkEurope gave feedback on several 
proposals for regulatory measures for other 

substances not intentionally added to food. For 
example, on Commission proposals for regulatory 
measures on plant toxins, heavy metals and my-
cotoxins. We presented our views for a more ef-
fective risk management approach at the EU 
Mycotoxin Forum sessions organised in September 
and October 2020. 

FoodDrinkEurope also contributed to the targeted 
consultations conducted by the Commission to 
gather information for the roadmap of the Chemicals 
Strategy for Sustainability, the Fitness Check of 
the EU legislation regarding Endocrine Disruptors, 
and the Commission study on New Genomic 
Techniques to be delivered by 30 April 2021.

In the area of food contact materials (FCM), the 
safety of the packaging in which food and drink 
products are contained, are of utmost importance 
to the food and drink industry. FoodDrinkEurope 
continuously monitors any developments on FCMs 
and the ongoing evaluation of the EU FCM regu-
latory framework. In 2021, FoodDrinkEurope will 
continue to contribute to the Commission’s impact 
assessments and follow-up work. Our experts on 
FCM matters also contributed to the successive 
amendments of the Plastics Regulation (EU) 
10/2011 to make sure that recycled processes of 
plastics render materials safe for food contact. 
Both FoodDrinkEurope expert groups on FCM and 
on Circular Economy continue their cooperation 
on the highly interlinked regulatory initiatives related 
to packaging sustainability and FCM.
 
In a global context, FoodDrinkEurope contributed 
to various Codex committee discussions and the 
work of different electronic working groups in the 

FoodDrinkEurope and its members 
have a wide range of tools and sys-
tems to ensure that all products on 
the market meet the highest quality 
and safety standards, the most recent 
certification schemes and legal re-
quirements. This covers a broad 
range of topics including ingredients, 
food contact materials, allergens, 
and novel foods – from a food safety 
perspective. 

https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/ht7mv7t841-745918
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2017/2158/oj
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12264-Chemicals-strategy-for-sustainability-
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/gmo/modern_biotech/new-genomic-techniques_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/gmo/modern_biotech/new-genomic-techniques_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2011/10/oj
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2011/10/oj
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MAINTAINING OUR HIGH STANDARDS OF FOOD SAFETY

FoodDrinkEurope continued contributing to the 
discussions on Horizon Europe, the EU Research 
and Innovation (R&I) Framework Programme 
that will run from 2021 to 2027. We participated 
in the 2020 edition of the European Research 
and Innovation Days and communicated about 
it in a dedicated monthly feature. We gave 
feedback to several Commission consultations 
and updated our position paper on Horizon 
Europe. 

In 2020, FoodDrinkEurope continued its call 
for an ambitious EU R&I programme with an 
adequate budget to boot - including increased 
support for R&I in areas relevant to the food 
and drink sector. The final Horizon Europe 
budget approved amounted to €95.5 billion, 
in which the Cluster 6 on Food, Natural 
Resources and Agriculture is slated to receive 
€8.95 billion. Potential partnerships from Horizon 
Europe represent an opportunity to bring food 
sector stakeholders and investors together and 
drive innovation forwards.

We strongly believe that the European regulatory 
process should inspire consumer confidence 
and drive business investment in new solutions. 
At the same time, only by eliminating regulatory 
bottlenecks to innovation can we ensure that 
innovative processes, technologies, and prod-
ucts are brought to market.

FoodDrinkEurope, as part of a research con-
sortium of 43 partners, works towards enhancing 
the competitiveness and sustainability of the 
European agri-food system, particularly of short 
food supply chains, through the EU-funded 
project SMARTCHAIN which started in September 
2018. 

FoodDrinkEurope is also a partner in the ERASMUS+ 
Knowledge Alliance project ASKFOOD (ending 
in June 2021). This project has developed a 
permanent knowledge alliance between busi-
nesses and higher-education institutions in the 
food-related sectors. January 2020 saw the start 
of the ERASMUS+ Knowledge Alliance project 
FIELDS which focuses on the skills needed in 
the sustainability digitalisation, and the bioeco-
nomy sectors. FoodDrinkEurope participated in 
the setting of the Brussels focus group.

areas of food standards, quality, food hygiene, 
food contaminants, food fraud, food additives, 
nutrition, and consumer information. 2020 was 
a key year in the implementation phase of 
Regulation (EU) 2019/1381, the so-called 
Transparency Regulation, which will apply 
from 27 March 2021. In this process, 
FoodDrinkEurope has provided extensive 

feedback and emphasised its support for 
increased transparency. We also believe that 
the implementation of the Transparency 
Regulation needs to strike a fair balance 
between greater transparency and the legit-
imate protection of innovation of our industry. 
This is pivotal for the future of the agri-food 
sector. 

Continuing our investment in 
research and innovation 

https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/ht7mv7t841-5062566
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/Horizon_Europe_position_paper.pdf
http://www.smartchain-h2020.eu/
https://www.askfood.eu/
https://www.erasmus-fields.eu/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1381/oj
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MAINTAINING OUR HIGH STANDARDS OF FOOD SAFETY

Established back in 2005 under the auspices of 
FoodDrinkEurope, the ETP ‘Food for Life’ is an in-
dustry-led, public-private collaboration recognised 
by the European Commission as a forum to drive 
forward innovation and create a better working 
European food system for all. 
In 2020, the ETP ‘Food for Life’ renewed its 2016 
Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA) 
and its 2018 Implementation Action Plan (IAP) in 
light of the publication of the EU Green Deal and 
the Farm to Fork Strategy to emphasise the role of 
R&I.The revised SRIA and IAP will be published in 
2021. The ETP ‘Food for Life’ also published a joint 
statement with other relevant ETPs on the ’Translating 
the Green Deal into practice: Research and inno-
vation opportunities for sustainable food systems’. 
In addition the ‘Food for Life’ ETP and the National 
Food Technology Platforms (NFTPs), which have 
representation at national level, published a joint 
statement to the European Commission recommen-
ding coordinated actions at national, regional and 
European level.
The ETP ‘Food for Life’ is a partner in the FIT4FOOD2030 
to support the European Commission’s FOOD 2030 
initiative and mobilise a wide variety of stakeholders 
to ‘future-proof’ the European food system through 
R&I. The ETP ‘Food for Life’ led the development 
of an ‘inventory of possible R&I future breakthroughs’ 
(breakthrough cards tool) and help set R&I priorities 
in Horizon Europe.

Other related initiatives 

FoodDrinkEurope holds the chairmanship of 
the Stakeholder Advisory Board of the Joint 
Programming Initiative (JPI) ‘Agriculture, Food 
Security and Climate Change’, and is also a 
member of the Stakeholder Advisory Board of 
the JPI ‘A Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life’. JPIs 
were established to use Europe’s public R&I 
resources more effectively to tackle common 
European challenges. FoodDrinkEurope is also 
a member of the External Advisory Board of 
the ERA-Net Cofund SUSFOOD2, aimed at 
increasing cooperation and synergy in R&I 
towards sustainable food production and 
consumption, and is a supporting partner in 
the Bio-Based Industries Consortium (BBI-BIC), 
providing advice in their strategy.

European Technology 
Platform (ETP) ‘Food 
for Life’

Jonas Lazaro Mojica

Manager Food Policy, Science and R&D, ETP 
‘Food for Life’ Secretariat, FoodDrinkEurope

«What should be the research and Innovation 
pathways of the future food systems in Europe? 
Scoping possible R&I breakthroughs of the future 
and using foresight scenarios are some of the 
tools that we have explored to answer this crucial 
question»

#FIT4FOOD2030

#FOOD2030EU

http://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/publications/19-strategic-research-and-innovation-agenda-2016-food-for-tomorrow-s-consumer.html
http://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/publications/23-implementation-action-plan-2018.html
https://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/news/13-translating-the-green-deal-into-practice-research-and-innovation-opportunities-for-sustainable-food-systems.html
https://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/news/13-translating-the-green-deal-into-practice-research-and-innovation-opportunities-for-sustainable-food-systems.html
https://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/news/13-translating-the-green-deal-into-practice-research-and-innovation-opportunities-for-sustainable-food-systems.html
https://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/news/14-food-for-life-etp-and-national-food-technology-platforms-nftps-statement.html
https://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/news/14-food-for-life-etp-and-national-food-technology-platforms-nftps-statement.html
https://fit4food2030.eu/
https://fit4food2030.eu/inventory-of-possible-ri-breakthroughs-in-food-systems/
http://www.faccejpi.com/
http://www.faccejpi.com/
https://www.healthydietforhealthylife.eu/
http://susfood-db-era.net/main/


EMPOWERING CONSUMERS TO EAT AND LIVE WELL

EU Farm to Fork Strategy 

In May 2020, the European Commission adopted 
its long-awaited EU Farm to Fork Strategy for an 
environmentally-friendly, healthy and fair EU food 
system. In advance of its publication, FoodDrinkEurope 
provided comprehensive input into the public 
consultation on the strategy. 

To coincide with the strategy’s publication, 
FoodDrinkEurope published a monthly feature on 
farm to fork as well as an immediate reaction paper 
in which we reiterated our steps to achieving more 
sustainable food systems and presented our core 
policy asks.
In 2020, FoodDrinkEurope engaged in various 
discussions and stakeholder events to convey 

Empowering 
consumers to 
eat and live well
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_preliminary_contribution_to_F2F_Strategy_on_Sustainable_Food_%28March_2020%29.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/ht7mv7t841-742462
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_reaction_paper_-_EU_Farm_to_Fork_Strategy.pdf


EMPOWERING CONSUMERS TO EAT AND LIVE WELL

Europe’s food and drink industry continues to 
implement actions to promote more balanced diets 
and healthier lifestyles. In 2020, various new case 
studies from the industry were added to 
FoodDrinkEurope’s Eat & Live Well website. 

In the wake of the COVID-19 crisis, FoodDrinkEurope 
monitored how the pandemic changed dietary 
behaviours and consumption patterns and disse-
minated materials on the importance of a healthy 
diet during the pandemic. Finally, FoodDrinkEurope 
also contributed to the European Commission’s 
Joint Research Centre (JRC) study on the economic 
determinants of seemingly identical branded food 
products, which confirmed that there is no struc-
tural geographical difference in the quality of food 
across the EU. 

Alongside the publication of the Farm to Fork 
Strategy in May, FoodDrinkEurope also welcomed 
the European Commission’s report on front-of-
pack nutrition labelling, calling on policy-makers 
to proceed with a political roadmap towards a 
single, harmonised scheme in the EU.

Regretfully, FoodDrinkEurope was forced to warn 
the European Commission about national food 
information initiatives by several individual Member 
States, erecting barriers to trade in the Single 
Market, which reflected a troubling trend of so-
called ‘gastro-nationalism’ at a crucial time for 
European food supply.
At the international level in 2020, FoodDrinkEurope 
provided technical input on food labelling discus-
sions at Codex Alimentarius, of which it is an in-
ternational observer member.

the European industry’s vision and contribution 
towards more sustainable food systems. On 6 
February 2020, we sponsored a EurActiv event 
on farm to fork at which the industry, civil society, 
and officials from the EU institutions had an op-
portunity to exchange on the key issues of sus-
tainable food systems. As part of the promotional 
work behind this event, FoodDrinkEurope also 
sponsored the publication of a EurActiv Special 
Report on sustainable food systems.

Our input into the Farm to Fork conversation 
continued with another sponsored EurActiv virtual 
event on 1 October and at the high-level EU Farm 
to Fork conference from 15-16 October, which 
coincided with World Food Day. It was significant 
that our President Marco Settembri was given the 
opportunity to address the attendees of the confe-
rence and showcase the industry’s steps towards 
achieving more sustainable food systems and 
our ambition for the future.

Consumer 
information

Nutrition and health 
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https://www.eatandlivewell.eu/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news/statement/european-commissions-front-of-pack-labelling-report/
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/sustainable-food-systems-does-the-eu-farm-to-fork-strategy-have-all-the-answers
https://en.euractiv.eu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/special-report/EURACTIV-Special-Report-Sustainable-food-systems-in-the-Farm-to-Fork-strategy.pdf
https://en.euractiv.eu/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/special-report/EURACTIV-Special-Report-Sustainable-food-systems-in-the-Farm-to-Fork-strategy.pdf
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-business-end-of-farm-to-fork-how-can-companies-help-deliver-truly-sustainable-food-systems
https://events.euractiv.com/event/info/the-business-end-of-farm-to-fork-how-can-companies-help-deliver-truly-sustainable-food-systems
https://ec.europa.eu/food/farm2fork/farm-fork-conference_en
https://ec.europa.eu/food/farm2fork/farm-fork-conference_en
https://vimeo.com/469843359


BUILDING ON THE ESSENTIAL LINKS BETWEEN FOOD, PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Building on the 
essential links 
between food, 
people, and the 
planet

06

FO
O

D
D

R
IN

KE
U

R
O

PE
 2

02
1 

AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

22



FO
O

D
D

R
IN

KE
U

R
O

PE
 2

02
1 

AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

23

BUILDING ON THE ESSENTIAL LINKS BETWEEN FOOD, PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Climate change

Throughout 2020, the food and drink industry has 
been actively engaged in discussions on devising 
a pathway to decarbonising Europe by 2050. Our 
contribution was built on the collective commitment 
our sector had made at the end of 2019 to take the 
lead in achieving this ambitious EU objective.

Our industry welcomed the Commission’s proposal 
for a European climate law, which was published 
on 4 March. The enshrinement of the 2050 climate 
neutrality goal in legislation and the Green Deal’s 
holistic approach will help engage all economic 
actors collectively in a common trajectory and en-
courage the swifter development of enabling 
conditions. 

To feed into EU political discussions around the 
climate law, FoodDrinkEurope issued political rec-
ommendations calling for long term guidance and 
predictability to businesses to invest in the transition. 
To mark the first anniversary of the European Green 
Deal in December 2020, FoodDrinkEurope published 
a monthly feature on climate change. This monthly 
feature was a great opportunity to showcase the 
food and drink industry’s actions to contributing to 
the 2050 goal. Moreover, we published a position 
and sponsored a Euractiv event “Towards climate 
neutrality: one year later” which can be watched 
here.

The EU Circular Economy Action Plan was at 
the forefront of EU politics in 2020. In May, 
FoodDrinkEurope presented its views on how 
policymakers can help shape the best path 
towards building a circular economy. We rei-
terated the food and drink industry’s commitment 
to further preserve the value of resources and 
materials that go into producing food and drink 
products to achieve a climate neutral, circular 
economy.

Throughout the second half of 2020, 
FoodDrinkEurope has also provided input to 
the various Commission consultations on the 
review of the essential requirements of the 
Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive 
(PPWD). The review will aim to strengthen waste 
prevention, boost design for recyclability and 
address overpackaging. Our goal is to ensure 
a more sustainable use of packaging while 
maintaining functionality, in particular to ensure 
food safety and quality. 

We organised a webinar on how to solve the 
plastic problem, exploring topics of collection, 
sorting, and recycling. It was an opportunity to 
explain how essential packaging can be for 
food safety and preventing food waste, and to 

Circular economy, 
packaging and 
waste

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/publication/the-food-and-drink-industry-and-a-carbon-neutral-europe/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_position_-_proposal_for_an_EU_Climate_Law_.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_position_-_proposal_for_an_EU_Climate_Law_.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/decemberclimate
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/decemberclimate
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/Climate_change_-_position_paper.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgklISii4Oc
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_Circular_Economy_Action_Plan.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/octobertrade-5140558
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BUILDING ON THE ESSENTIAL LINKS BETWEEN FOOD, PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

highlight the urgent need to invest more in 
recycling infrastructure if we are to meet our 
Circular Economy targets.

The webinar was attended by 275 Brussels 
stakeholders including many European officials. 
Key takeaways from the event were:
 
  Plastic packaging is sometimes necessary 
in the food/drink industry
  Plastic packaging secures food safety and 
prevents food waste

  Over-packaging is a problem for all industries
  Lack of consumer awareness about recycling 
and proper waste disposal is still a problem

  We need urgent investment into waste infra-
structure across Europe

  The market for recycled PET is lacking in 
Europe

In December, we produced a special edition 
of our monthly feature dedicated to plastic 
recycling, in which we showcased some of 

our members’ strategies and successes in 
opting for more sustainable packaging 
solutions.

Finally, as cosignatories of the Circular Plastics 
Alliance (CPA) Declaration, FoodDrinkEurope 
and its members actively contributed to the 
work of the alliance and its first year delive-
rables: a state-of-play on collected and sorted 
plastic waste in Europe and an R&D agenda 
for circular plastics.

We also started working on the CPA delive-
rables expected in 2021, such as a monitoring 
system to track the plastics materials flows in 
Europe, a report on the untapped potential for 
more collection, sorting and recycling of plastic 
waste in Europe, and a mapping of the related 
investment needs.

The new EU Directive on single-use plastics 
(so-called “SUP Directive”) entered into force 
on 2 July 2019 and Member States have until 
2 July 2021 to transpose the Directive.

FoodDrinkEurope has contributed to the deve-
lopment of the Commission’s guidelines, which 
aim to ensure a common understanding and 
proper implementation of the Single-Use Plastics 
Directive and the revised Waste Framework 
Directive. The guidelines clarifying the scope 
of the Directive and definitions are expected to 
be published early 2021. They will be key to 
safeguarding the Single Market and providing 
legal certainty for market operators. They will 
also serve as a basis for the other guidelines 
still under development, including on calculating 
litter clean-up costs and separate collection 
and consumption reduction measures. 

We have also monitored national legislative 
developments related to single-use plastics 
and more broadly, circular economy and waste. 
Some national developments, such as on the 
French Circular Economy Law, have shown 
misalignment of the transposition proposals 
with the scope of the SUP Directive and sub-
sequent issues vis-à-vis the Single Market for 
Packaged Goods.

FoodDrinkEurope has thus taken actions to 
ensure a harmonised implementation of the 
SUP Directive and raised concerns whenever 
national developments put a risk to the free 
movement of packaged goods within the Single 
Market. In particular, we submitted a contribu-
tion to the TRIS notification on the French 
SUP-related Decrees which is going beyond 
the scope of the SUP Directive and jeopardises 
the free movement of packaged goods. 

Single-use plastics 

https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/octobertrade-5140558
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43694
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43694
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43693
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43693
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tris/fr/search/?trisaction=search.detail&year=2020&num=410
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tris/fr/search/?trisaction=search.detail&year=2020&num=410


FO
O

D
D

R
IN

KE
U

R
O

PE
 2

02
1 

AN
N

U
AL

 R
EP

O
RT

25

BUILDING ON THE ESSENTIAL LINKS BETWEEN FOOD, PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

In a position paper published in February 
2020, FoodDrinkEurope advocated for the 
development of a harmonised framework 
for the voluntary use of the Product 
Environmental Footprint Methodologies in 
product environmental claims. 

FoodDrinkEurope also proposed a set of 
fundamental principles which should un-
derpin an EU approach to the provision of 
food environmental information to consumers. 
In particular, we called for a voluntary 
framework with mandatory conditions to 
ensure a harmonised approach to product 
environmental information. 
These proposals formed part of our recom-
mendations for an effective implementation 
of the Circular Economy Action Plan and of 
our contribution to discussions on the future 
Commission’s proposal on substantiating 
green claims. The Commission is considering 
the best policy options to ensure that product 
environmental claims are reliable, compa-
rable and verifiable across the EU and 
prevent ‘greenwashing’. FoodDrinkEurope 
contributed to the inception impact assess-
ment on this proposal during the summer 
and to the end of year public consultation 
which closed early December.

Product 
environmental 
information

European plastic levy 

Throughout 2020, EU leaders were discussing 
the introduction of a plastic packaging waste-
based ‘Own Resource’ (also known as the EU 
plastic levy) in the EU budget for the next seven 
year, as a way to fill the Brexit gap and help 
finance the green recovery. The plastic levy 
(€0.80/kg on non-recycled plastic packaging 
waste) came into force on 1 January 2021 and 
should yield around €6.6 billion annually 
between 2021 and 2027. Member States are 
free to decide how to apply this levy; some 
have announced that the cost of the levy will 
not be passed on to consumers or producers, 
others are considering the introduction of a 
new tax on non-recycled plastic packaging to 
raise their national contribution. 

In 2020, FoodDrinkEurope has raised concerns 
around introducing further fiscal measures 
on packaging at the national level if no equal 
investment was made in waste management 
infrastructure and technologies. In this context, 
we have been calling on the Commission and 
Member States to foster public investment to 
support Europe’s ambition for a resource 
efficient, circular economy, in particular 
through increasing packaging waste collec-
tion, sorting and recycling at the national and 
EU level. This is key to ensuring that food and 
drink manufacturers will have access to a 
secure supply of safe and affordable recycled 
packaging materials for food and drink 
products.

Among other actions, FoodDrinkEurope has 
joined more than 40 actors across the pac-
kaging supply chain in a joint statement on 
fiscal measures related to packaging materials 
and applications. Published in July 2020, the 
statement was addressed to all Member 
States, the European Council and the European 
Commission to feed into the political discus-
sions on the EU plastics levy. 

The above-mentioned webinar on food plastic 
packaging was a great opportunity to put 
forward and discuss our call for EU invest-
ments in waste management infrastructure 
and technologies.

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/positions_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_proposal_harmonised_framework_PEF.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/positions_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_paper_environmental_information.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12511-Environmental-claims-based-on-environmental-footprint-methods/F547337
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/statements_documents/20_07_14_Joint_statement_-_Packaging_supply_chain_statement_sent_to_EU_decision_makers.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/octobertrade-5140558
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BUILDING ON THE ESSENTIAL LINKS BETWEEN FOOD, PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

The food and drink sector has long been committed to support the 
achievement of UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 12.3 
to halve food waste by 2030. Our members’ priority is to prevent and 
reduce food waste and surpluses from occurring and to drive out 
resource inefficiency within our supply chains in line with the food 
waste hierarchy.

As a member of the EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste, 
FoodDrinkEurope has contributed to stakeholder discussions on how 
to best report progress on food waste and food waste prevention at 
Member States level in the next years, based on the new EU food 
waste measurement methodology. 

The European Commission, through the Farm to Fork Strategy, an-
nounced its intention to propose legally binding targets to reduce 
food waste across the EU to achieve the SDG Target 12.3. In a sta-
tement published at the end of April 2020, we reiterated our strong 
commitment to contributing to the UN target and we stressed the 
need to adequately measure and evaluate progress before setting 
any EU mandatory targets. 

FoodDrinkEurope also attended the FAO’s Brussels Dialogues on 
Food Waste and dedicated its September feature to food waste.

Food waste

https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu_actions/eu-platform_en
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_FW_measurement_final.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_FW_measurement_final.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/fooddrinkeurope.eu/ht7mv7t841-5081302
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BUILDING ON THE ESSENTIAL LINKS BETWEEN FOOD, PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Towards the end of 2019, the food and drink 
industry made a commitment to move towards 
more sustainable food systems and contribute 
to preserve, protect and restore biodiversity. 
As Europe’s largest manufacturing sector and 
a major buyer of agricultural raw materials 
and ingredients, our sector and supply chain 
partners are highly dependent on healthy 
ecosystems. In this context, we have an im-
portant role to help deliver on the EU’s objec-
tives set out in the new Biodiversity Strategy. 
In particular, we have been working over the 
past 10 years to make supply chains defores-
tation-free. While progress has been made, 
the industry recognises it needs to accelerate 
the pace of change.

In 2020, we applauded the Commission’s 
ambition to develop more ambitious measures 
to safeguard biodiversity in Europe and beyond, 
including an action plan for achieving defo-
restation-free supply chains. In February 2020, 
we launched a contribution paper on forest 
protection and restoration which was followed 
by more general recommendations for the 

effective implementation of the Biodiversity 
Strategy. 

We were also pleased to join the newly esta-
blished Commission’s Expert Group/Multi-
Stakeholder Platform on Protecting and Restoring 
the World’s Forests. This platform has been 
tasked with providing advice and assistance 
to the Commission in the preparation of legis-
lative proposals and policy initiatives related 
to forest protection and restoration.

Biodiversity

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/publication/fooddrinkeurope-contribution-paper-on-forest-protection-restoration/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_Biodiversity_paper_final.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3282
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3282
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Governance 
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The General Assembly is composed of all FoodDrinkEurope members 
(national federations, European sector associations and individual food 
and drink companies). It approves the budget and annual accounts, 
adopts the Roadmap, establishes internal rules of procedure and elects 
Board members and the FoodDrinkEurope President.

The Board of Directors is composed of 17 Directors, all of whom are 
CEOs of food and drink companies operating in Europe. The Board 
defines FoodDrinkEurope’s vision, policies and priorities in accordance 
with the Roadmap, which it submits to the General Assembly for 
approval.

The Liaison Committee (LC) 
is composed of high-level re-
presentatives from each direct 
food and drink company 
member. It ensures smooth 
communication between the 
secretariat and its members.

The Committee of Directors 
General (CDG) is composed 
of representatives from each 
national federation and 
European sector association. 
It also ensures smooth com-
munication between the 
secretariat and its members.

General Assembly 

Board 

Liaison Committee Committee of 
Directors General FO
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GOVERNANCE AND STRUCTURE

The Food and Consumer Policy (FCP) Committee deals with issues 
related to food safety, research and innovation (including the European 
Technology Platform “Food for Life”) as well as consumer information, 
nutrition and health.

The Competitiveness (COMP) Committee’s main objective is to develop 
and coordinate actions to improve the competitiveness of the European 
food and drink industry. In particular, it is active in horizontal issues 
such as SMEs, economics of the chain, the High Level Forum and in 
more specific issues linked to commercial relations, the Common 
Agricultural Policy, trade, biofuels, and derivatives.

The Environmental Sustainability Committee (ESC) addresses issues 
such as sustainable production and consumption (including the Food 
SCP Roundtable), food waste, climate and energy, industrial emissions 
and water.

The Communications Committee (COMCOM) supports the work of 
FoodDrinkEurope on reputation, coordinates and disseminates key 
messages and operates as a structure for exchange of information and 
best practices on communications issues.

Food and Consumer Policy 
Committee 

Competitiveness Committee 

Environmental Sustainability Committee 

Communications Committee 
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GOVERNANCE AND STRUCTURE

President
Marco Settembri

Nestlé S.A

Vice-President
Lars Appelqvist

AB Anders Löfberg

Vice-President
Gonzalo Guillen 

Benjumea
Acesur

Vice-President
Silviu Popovici

Pepsico

Hanneke Faber
Unilever

Evangelos 
Kaloussis
Terra Creta

Nicola Levoni
Levoni S.p.a

Treasurer
Jan Vander Stichele

Lotus Bakeries

Board of Directors*
* as of February 2021



GOVERNANCE AND STRUCTURE

Niels Pörksen
Südzucker

Shaid Shah
Mars Wrigley

Mehmet Tütüncü
Yildiz Holding

Jan Teplý
Madeta

Malcolm Sheil
Kerry Group

Louis-Philippe 
Michielssen

Vleeswaren Michielssen
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GOVERNANCE AND STRUCTURE

Director General Communications

Consumer Information, Nutrition & Health

Will Surman
Director of Public 
Affairs & 
Communications

Dirk Jacobs
Deputy Director 

General/Director of 

Consumer Information, 

Nutrition & Health

Silvia Lofrese
 Senior Manager 
of Public Affairs

Rafael Sampson
Manager of Public 
Affairs & Public 
Relations

Claire Pedersen
Manager of Nutrition & 

Health

Secretariat
FoodDrinkEurope’s permanent secretariat, based in Brussels, maintains close contacts 
with European and international institutions and is a major partner in consultations on all 
issues affecting Europe’s food and drink industry. The secretariat coordinates the work of 
more than 700 experts though its Committees and Expert Groups around four themes: 
food safety and science, nutrition and health, environmental sustainability and 
competitiveness.

Mella Frewen
Director General

Maryline Crooijmans
PA to the Director 
General/Assistant of 
Environmental 
Sustainability

Daria Kuzmina
Assistant Office 
Manager

Ekaterina Tsurkan
Assistant Office 
Manager

Sara Lamonaca
Senior Manager
of Consumer 
Information

Régine Mynsberghe
Operations Director
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GOVERNANCE AND STRUCTURE

Food Policy, Science and R&D Environmental Sustainability

Economic Affairs

Rebeca Fernández
Director of Food Policy, 
Science and R&D

Laura Degallaix
Director of 
Environmental 
Sustainability

Angeliki Vlachou
Senior Manager
of Food Policy, Science 
and R&D

Patricia Lopez Blanco
Senior Manager of 
Environment

Jonas Lazaro Mojica
Senior Manager
of Food Policy, Science, 
EU Projects and R&D/ETP 
‘Food For Life’ Secretariat

Lorenzo Ferrucci
Senior Manager of 
Sustainability

Alejandro Rodarte
Manager
of Food Policy, Science 
and R&D

Sophie Margetis
Secretary/Assistant of 
Consumer Information, 
Diet & Health and Food 
Policy, Science and R&D

Evelyne Dollet
Director
of Economic Affairs

Donata Nickel
Secretary/Assistant of 
Economic Affairs and EU 
projects support

Francesca Bignami
Senior Manager
of Economic Affairs

Louis Hinzen
Senior Manager
of Economic Affairs
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GOVERNANCE AND STRUCTURE

Food Safety,
Science, R&D /FCP2

Consumer Info,
Diet & Health /FCP1

Consumer Information

GDA+

Claims

Incident Management Agricultural Policy Climate & Energy

Furan

SME Champions 
Network

Contaminants

Social Dialogue

Food Waste

Flavourings

R&D

Food Safety 
Management,

Feed & Hygiene

Sustainable
Food Systems

Microplastics

Biofuels

Food Contact 
Materials

Nanomaterials

Diet

Legend

Committee Task Force/ Ad Hoc

Expert Group Inactive Group

Additional Nutrients

Strategic Tax

Better Regulation Trade Industrial Emissions

Ingredients

Additives

EU-UK Relations

Mineral Oils

Economic Research
& Analysis

 Environmental 
Information

Food Add.-Processing 
Add.

Science

Allergen

Commercial Relations

Circular Economy

Enzymes

Novel Foods /GMO

Process 
Contaminants

Derivatives

Packaging Ink Joint
Industry Task Force

Nanomaterials 
Advocacy

Committees and groups

Food And Consumer Policy

Communications

Leadership team

ETP ‘Food For Life’

Competitiveness Environmental

Sustainability
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MEMBERS

Members*08

Greece

SEVT – Σύνδεσμος Ελληνικών Βιομηχανιών 
Τροφίμων Federation of Hellenic Food Industries
www.sevt.gr

Hungary

Felelős Élelmiszergyártók Szövetsége
elelmiszeripar.hu

Ireland

FDI - Food Drink Ireland
www.fooddrinkireland.ie

Italy

FEDERALIMENTARE – Federazione Italiana 
dell’Industria Alimentare
www.federalimentare.it

Luxembourg

FEDIL – Fédération des Industries
Agro-Alimentaires Luxembourgeoises
www.fedil.lu

Norway (Observer)

NHO - Mat og Drikke
www.nhomatogdrikke.no

Poland

PFPZ – Polska Federacja Producentów Żywności 
Związek Pracodawców
www.pfpz.pl

Portugal

FIPA – Federaçâo das Indústrias Portuguesas 
Agro-Alimentares
www.fipa.pt

Romania

ROMALIMENTA – Federația Patronală din 
Industria Alimentară
www.romalimenta.ro

* as of February 2021

National federations

Austria

FIAA – Fachverband der Nahrungs- und 
Genussmittelindustrie
www.dielebensmittel.at

Belgium

FEVIA – Fédération de l’Industrie Alimentaire/
Federatie Voedingsindustrie
www.fevia.be

Bulgaria

Food Drink Bulgaria
www.fooddrink.bg

Croatia

HUP – Hrvatska Udruga Poslodavaca
www.hup.hr

Czech Republic

PKČR – Potravinářská Komora České Republiky
www.foodnet.cz

Denmark

DI – DI Fødevarerindustrien
www.danskindustri.dk/brancher/di-foedevarer/

Estonia

ETL – Eesti Toiduainetööstuse Liit
www.toiduliit.ee

Finland

ETL – Elintarviketeollisuusliitto
www.etl.fi

France

ANIA – Association Nationale des Industries 
Alimentaires
www.ania.net

Germany

Lebensmittelverband Deutschland
www.lebensmittelverband.de 

BVE – Bundesvereinigung der Deutschen 
Ernährungsindustrie
www.bve-online.de

http://www.sevt.gr
http://elelmiszeripar.hu
http://www.fooddrinkireland.ie
http://www.federalimentare.it
http://www.fedil.lu
http://www.nhomatogdrikke.no
http://www.pfpz.pl
http://www.fipa.pt
http://www.romalimenta.ro
http://www.dielebensmittel.at
http://www.fevia.be
http://www.fooddrink.bg
http://www.hup.hr
http://www.foodnet.cz
http://www.danskindustri.dk/brancher/di-foedevarer/
http://www.toiduliit.ee
http://www.etl.fi
http://www.ania.net
http://www.lebensmittelverband.de
http://www.bve-online.de
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MEMBERS

Slovakia

PKS – Potravinárska Komora Slovenska
www.potravinari.sk

Slovenia

GZS – Gospodarska zbornica Slovenije
www.gzs.si

Spain

FIAB – Federación Española de Industrias de la 
Alimentación y Bebidas
www.fiab.es

Sweden

LI – Livsmedelsföretagen
www.li.se

The Netherlands

FNLI – Federatie Nederlandse 
Levensmiddelen Industrie
www.fnli.nl

United Kingdom (Observer)

FDF – Food & Drink Federation
www.fdf.org.uk

26
National  
Federations

26
European 
Sectors

23
Companies

2
Observers

including

http://www.potravinari.sk
http://www.gzs.si
http://www.fiab.es
http://www.li.se
http://www.fnli.nl
http://www.fdf.org.uk
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MEMBERS

Beer

The Brewers of Europe
www.brewersofeurope.org

Bottled waters

EFBW – European Federation of Bottled Waters
www.efbw.eu

Breakfast cereals

CEEREAL – European Breakfast Cereal 
Association
www.ceereal.eu

Broths & soups

CULINARIA EUROPE – Federation of 
Associations and Enterprises of Industrial 
Culinary Product Producers in Europe
www.culinaria-europe.eu

Chocolate, biscuits & confectionery

CAOBISCO – Association of Chocolate, Biscuit 
and Confectionery Industries of the European 
Union
www.caobisco.eu

Dairy products

EDA – European Dairy Association
www.euromilk.org

Specialised nutrition

SNE – Specialised Nutrition Europe
www.specialisednutritioneurope.eu

Fruit & vegetable juices

AIJN- European Fruit Juice Association
www.aijn.org

Fruit & vegetable preserves

PROFEL – European Association of Fruit & 
Vegetable Processors
www.profel-europe.eu

Ice cream

EUROGLACES – European Ice Cream 
Association
www.euroglaces.eu

European sectors

Intermediate products for bakery & confectionery

FEDIMA – Federation of EU Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Ingredients to the Bakery, Confectionary and Patisserie 
Industries
www.fedima.org

Margarine

IMACE – European Margarine Association
www.imace.org

Natural soy and plant-based food

ENSA – European Natural Soy and Plant Based Foods 
Manufacturers Association
www.ensa-eu.org

Pasta

UNAFPA – Union of Organisations of Manufacturers of Pasta 
Products of the EU
www.pasta-unafpa.org

Pet food

FEDIAF – European Pet Food Industry Federation
www.fediaf.org

http://www.brewersofeurope.org
http://www.efbw.eu
http://www.ceereal.eu
http://www.culinaria-europe.eu
http://www.caobisco.eu
http://www.euromilk.org
http://www.specialisednutritioneurope.eu
http://www.aijn.org
http://www.profel-europe.eu
http://www.euroglaces.eu
http://www.fedima.org
http://www.imace.org
http://www.ensa-eu.org
http://www.pasta-unafpa.org
http://www.fediaf.org
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MEMBERS

Processed meat

CLITRAVI – Liaison Centre for the Meat 
Processing Industry in the European Union
www.clitravi.eu

Processed potatoes

EUPPA – European Potato Processors’ 
Association
www.euppa.eu

Snacks

ESA – European Snacks Association
www.esasnacks.eu

Soft drinks

UNESDA – Soft Drinks Europe
www.unesda.eu

Soluble & roasted coffee

ECF – European Coffee Federation
www.ecf-coffee.org

Spices

ESA – European Spice Association
www.esa-spices.org

Spirits

spiritsEUROPE
www.spirits.eu

Starch products

Starch Europe
www.starch.eu

Sugar

CEFS - European Association of Sugar 
Manufacturers
www.cefs.org

Tea & herbal infusion

THIE – Tea & Herbal Infusions Europe
www.thie-online.eu

Yeast

COFALEC – Confederation of EU Yeast 
Producers
www.cofalec.com

Companies

CLITRAVI – Liaison Centre for the Meat 
Processing Industry in the European 
Union
www.clitravi.eu

EUPPA – European Potato Processors’ 
Association
www.euppa.eu

ESA – European Snacks Association
www.esasnacks.eu

UNESDA – Soft Drinks Europe
www.unesda.eu

ECF – European Coffee Federation 
www.ecf-coffee.org

ESA – European Spice Association 
www.esa-spices.org

spiritsEUROPE
www.spirits.eu

Starch Europe
www.starch.eu

CEFS - European Association of Sugar 
Manufacturers 
www.cefs.org

THIE – Tea & Herbal Infusions Europe
www.thie-online.eu

COFALEC – Confederation of EU Yeast 
Producers 
www.cofalec.com

CompaniesProcessed meat

Processed potatoes

Snacks

Soft drinks

Soluble & roasted coffee

Spices

Spirits

Starch products

Tea & herbal infusion

Yeast

Sugar
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