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European Recycling Conference / Berlin, 10 September 2018 

Register now at https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/european-recycling-conference-2018#registration 

***Secure a discount for a second and any other additional participant only until 31 July 2018*** 
 

Make use of our sponsorship opportunities to enhance your visibility 
 

 

 

The European Recycling Industries’ Confederation (EuRIC), in 
partnership with BDSV, VDM & BVSE, hosts the second edition 
of the European Recycling Conference on 10 September 2018 in 

Berlin, at the heart of Europe. 

Why attend the European Recycling Conference 2018? 

 

- It's a one-day conference: A complete and high-quality 
program is packed in just one day, which makes it practical and 
convenient for those who want to make the most of their time. 

- It offers unparalleled networking opportunities: With a 
Networking Lunch and a Networking Gala Dinner included in its 
program, the ERC 2018 is the perfect opportunity to further 
develop your network and to create new partnerships. 

- An appealing program and high-level industry speakers: 
The ERC 2018 offers you all the elements to keep you abreast of 
the latest business and regulatory developments related to 
recycling at European level. 

- Its location is just perfect: Berlin, the capital of Europe’s 
largest economy, is easily reachable from every place in Europe 
and beyond, which makes it very easy for you to join us at the 
ERC 2018. 
 

 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/european-recycling-conference-2018#registration
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/images/events/ERC-Berlin/SponsorshipOpportunities_EuRIC_ERC2018_Berlin_10.09.2018.pdf


Follow us on Twitter:  @EuRIC_Recycling 

2 
 

 
 
 
 

EuRIC participates in ANAREVI and FER Annual Conferences, part of the Recycling and 
Recovery Trade Show (SRR) at Ifema, Madrid (Spain), 13-15 June 2018 

 

At the kind invitation of ANAREVI, the Spanish National Association of 
Glass Recycling, and FER, the Spanish Federation of Recovery 
and Recycling, EuRIC participated to their Annual Conferences part of 
the Recycling and Recovery Trade Show (SRR) at Ifema, Spain’s largest 
fair devoted to recovery and recycling. In his intervention in a panel 
session organized by ANAREVI, Mr. Emmanuel KATRAKIS, Secretary 
General, outlined the outcome of the revision of the waste legislation & 

the importance of eco-design to enhance recyclability and recycled content of new packaging products 
placed on the market. 
 
EuRIC WEEE WG visits 3 sites of the Müller-Guttenbrunn Group in Austria, 19 June 2018 

 

The WEEE Working Group was kindly invited to Austria 
by the Müller-Güttenbrunn Group for its second meeting. 
After a productive discussion on the current topics 
relevant for WEEE operators, the participants, from all 
over Europe, had the opportunity to visit three of the 
sites of the Müller-Güttenbrunn group in the region of 
Amstetten, Austria. EuRIC wishes to thank the whole 
team at Müller-Guttenbrunn for their warm welcome 
and the impeccable organisation. 

 

EuRIC participates in the 7. “International Textile-Recycling-Day” organized by the German 
Bundesverband Sekundärrohstoffe und Entsorgung (bvse) in Switzerland, 27-28 June 

 

The German Bundesverband Sekundärrohstoffe und Entsorgung 
(bvse), a Member of EuRIC, organized its 7. “International Textile-
Recycling-Day”, in Meisterschwanden am Hallwilersee, in 
Switzerland, on 28.06.2018. Opened by Mr. Martin WITTMANN, the 
chairman of bvse Textile Branch, this conference played host many 
experts from the textile recycling industry and technology suppliers 
who discussed the challenges & opportunities, including lack of eco-
design measures & unfair competition, impacting textiles.  

Mr. Peter CECH, Policy Officer, introduced on behalf of EuRIC the latest development regarding regulation 
of waste shipments.  
 

EuRIC participates in the Metals Recycling Event (MRE), 11-12 July 2018, Stoneleigh – UK 

 

Mr. Emmanuel KATRAKIS, Secretary General participated in the 
Metals Recycling Event 2018 (MRE), organized in partnership 
with the British Metals Recycling Association (BMRA), Member of 
EuRIC, which is UK largest event trade show for metal recycling. 
This event, co-located with the Complete Auto Recycling 
Show (CARS), featured side conferences. Mr. KATRAKIS 
intervened on the topic of the circular economy and BREXIT, 
outlining the key features of the revised EU waste framework 
legislation and the key challenges BREXIT poses to recyclers.   
 
 

 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
http://www.ifema.es/srr_06/
http://www.ifema.es/srr_06/
http://www.ifema.es/srr_06/
https://www.bvse.de/gut-informiert-textil-recycling/pressemitteilungen-textilrecycling/3324-hoehere-sammelquoten-duerfen-nicht-weiter-zulasten-der-qualitaet-gehen.html
https://www.bvse.de/gut-informiert-textil-recycling/pressemitteilungen-textilrecycling/3324-hoehere-sammelquoten-duerfen-nicht-weiter-zulasten-der-qualitaet-gehen.html
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International activities 
 

Listing of new persistent organic pollutants (POPs) / Stockholm Convention / Meeting 

of POP Review Committee / Rome, 17-21 September 2018 
The Meeting of POP Review Committee to preliminary discuss the listing of new persistent organic 

substances will take place in Rome on 17-21 September 2018. The main aim of the meeting, preceding 

the next Conference of Parties to the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam conventions next year in Geneva, 

is to identify new substances as POPs to be listed in the Annexes A, B or C of the Stockholm Convention. 

Among the candidate substances to be eventually classified as POPs are: PFHxS, its salts and PFHxS-

related compounds (used in metal plating, textiles and upholstery, coatings, and in the manufacture of 

electronics and semi-conductors) and PFOA, its salts and PFOA-related compounds (used e.g. in non-

stick kitchen ware, as surface treatment agents in textiles, paper, paints, and in firefighting foam). 

European institutions activities 

Publications Office of the European Union 

Revision of EU Waste legislation / CEP / Brussels, 15.06.2018 
Following the revision of the EU waste legislation, the Directives amending: (i) the Waste Framework 
Directive, (ii) the Packaging Directive, (iii) the Landfill Directive and (iv) the WEEE/ELV/Batteries 
Directives have been published in the Official Journal of the EU (OJEU). The Member States have now two 
years to implement the provisions of the new Directives into their national legislation. 
 

Trade defence instruments / Brussels, June 2018 
The following measures concerning trade defence instruments have been published in the OJEU: 
(I) The Interpretative Notice on the application of the prior Union surveillance of imports of on certain 
iron and steel products and certain aluminium products originating in certain third countries; 
(II) The Notice amending the notice of initiation of a safeguard investigation concerning the imports of 
steel products; 
 

Commission opinions / Disposal of radioactive waste / Brussels, June - July 2018 
The following measures concerning disposal of radioactive waste have been published in the OJEU: 
(i) The Commission opinion relating to the plan for the disposal of radioactive waste arising from the 
dismantling of the Gundremmingen KRB-II nuclear power plant located in the land of Bavaria, Germany; 
(ii) The Commission opinion relating to the plan for the disposal of radioactive waste arising from the 
Sellafield THORP Ponds Interim Storage Facility for Spent Fuel located in the United Kingdom. 
 

Derogations / Inland transport of dangerous goods / Brussels, 02.07.2018 
The Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/936 authorizing Member States to adopt certain 
derogations pursuant to Directive 2008/68/EC on the inland transport of dangerous goods has been 
published in the OJEU. 

European Parliament 

Recast of the EU POP Regulation / Draft report / Amendments / Brussels, 24.05.2018 
The ENVI Committee of the European Parliament has published a draft report proposing amendments to 
the proposal, from the Commission, for a recast of the EU POP Regulation. Concerned about the potential 
impact for the recycling industry of the Amendment 7, proposing to limit the concentration of decaBDE 
to 10ppm in articles and material put on the market, EuRIC has swiftly reacted in its position paper. 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
http://chm.pops.int/TheConvention/POPsReviewCommittee/ReportsandDecisions/tabid/3309/Default.aspx
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.150.01.0109.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:150:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.150.01.0109.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:150:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.150.01.0141.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:150:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.150.01.0100.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:150:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.150.01.0093.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:150:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/AUTO/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.150.01.0093.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:150:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.201.01.0008.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2018:201:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.225.01.0054.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2018:225:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.222.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2018:222:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.C_.2018.235.01.0001.01.ENG&toc=OJ:C:2018:235:TOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.165.01.0042.01.ENG&toc=OJ:L:2018:165:TOC
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-622.205%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/com-2018-144_en
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/images/PDF/EuRIC_Recast_POP-Regulation_Position_Fin_Jul.2018.pdf
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Chemical Watch recently reported about the concerns expressed in EuRIC position paper. The article 
entitled “DecaBDE proposal would ‘end recycling of car, electronics plastics’ in Europe” contributed to 
share the concerns of the industry on a technical issue which would have far-reaching negative 
consequences for the recycling of plastics from WEEE and ELVs. 
 
Parliamentary question / DG ENV / China / Imports of waste / Brussels, 05.06.2018 
The Commissioner for DG ENV, Karmenu Vella, answered parliamentary question tabled by the Member 
of the European Parliament Luděk Niedermayer (EPP, CZ) as regards the impact of China's restrictions 
on imports of waste. The Commissioner stated that the European Commission (the Commission) 
considers that a ban on the import of waste by China is in line with EU legislation recognising that 
countries that are not members of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
have the right to ban imports of waste for recovery from the EU. 

Council 

Operational Action Plan 2018 / Environmental Crime / Brussels, 06.06.2018 
The Council has published the Operational Action Plan 2018 related to the EU crime priority 
"Environmental Crime", in its only partially declassified version. The plan has been created within the 
framework of the EU Policy Cycle for organized and serious international crime. The aim is to disrupt 
organized groups involved in environmental crime, particularly wildlife and illicit waste trafficking. 
 

Council conclusions / Environment Council meeting / Brussels, 25.06.2018 
The Council has published the Council Conclusions on “Delivering on the EU Action Plan for the Circular 
Economy” during the Environment Council meeting on 25 June 2018. In these conclusions, the Council 
expresses its views on initiatives, such as the Circular Economy Action Plan, the European Plastics 
Strategy, the Interface between Chemical, Product and Waste legislation and others. 
 

Rotating Council Presidency / Austria / Brussels, 01.07.2018 
Austria currently leads the rotating Presidency of the Council, from 1 July - 31 December 2018, replacing 
Bulgaria. Austria is the third country in the current Presidency trio. The programme of the Austrian 
Presidency is available online. After Austria, Romania will lead the presidency as of January 2019. 

European Commission  
 

*** Proposals – Communication & Action Plans – Statistics *** 
  

Lead / Exemptions / RoHS Directive / Brussels, 18.06.2018 
The Commission has published two proposals to amend the Annex III to the RoHS 

Directive 2011/65/EU as regards an exemption for lead as activator in the fluorescent powder of 

discharge lamps containing phosphors and for lead in bearings and bushes applied in certain non-road 

professional use equipment. 

 

Publication / Waste classification / Briefing / ENDS Report, 06.07.2018 
Mélissa Zill authored a briefing for ENDS Report, an authoritative European environmental news and 
information service, explaining what the new rules for assessing the ecotoxicity of waste (HP 14) mean 
in practice, which types of operators will be affected, and how they can prepare for the change of legal 
framework. 

 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://chemicalwatch.com/68134/decabde-proposal-would-end-recycling-of-car-electronics-plastics-in-europe
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/images/PDF/EuRIC_Recast_POP-Regulation_Position_Fin_Jul.2018.pdf
https://fhenvichem.cmail19.com/t/d-l-bykkidy-htjyhujjh-x/
https://fhenvichem.cmail19.com/t/d-l-bykkidy-htjyhujjh-m/
http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14484-2017-REV-1-EXT-1/en/pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2018/06/25/circular-economy-council-adopts-conclusions/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/meetings/env/2018/06/25/
https://www.eu2018.at/
https://eu2018bg.bg/en/trio-programme
https://www.eu2018.at/agenda-priorities/programme.html
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/07/26/council-rotating-presidencies-revised-order/
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-3211359_en
http://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2018-3211374_en
https://www.endsreport.com/article/60195/briefing-what-new-waste-classification-rules-mean
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*** Public consultations – Actions with a deadline for submission *** 
 

European Strategy for Plastics / Pledging campaign / Extension / Deadline: 30.09.2018  
The Commission has announced that the deadline for companies to pledge to voluntarily include 

recycled plastics in new products has been extended to 30 September 2018. The objective of this 

campaign to promote voluntary commitment is to ensure that by 2025, ten million tonnes of recycled 

plastics will be incorporated in new products. 

 

**** EU funding and non-financial support **** 
 

EU funds / Support for SMEs / June – July 2018 
(i) A COSME agreement has been signed by the European Investment Fund (EIF) and Bank Gospodar-
stwa Krajowego to provide c. €950 million (including previous funding) in loans to SMEs in Poland; 
(ii) Another COSME agreement has been signed by the EIF and Bank Polska Kasa Opieki to provide c. 
€285 million in loans to SMEs in Poland; 

 
**** Mergers - State aid - Competition law **** 

 
Mergers / Joint control over Noris Metallrecycling / Brussels, 13.06.2018 
The Commission has approved the acquisition of joint control over Noris Metallrecycling GmbH by 
Thyssen Alfa Rohstoffhandel München GmbH and Max Aicher Recycling GmbH. All companies are based 
in Germany. Noris Metallrecycling manages two sites in Fürth and Nürnberg and is active in the 
collection and trade of non-ferrous scrap. It is currently jointly controlled by Thyssen Alfa and Scholz 
Recycling GmbH. Thyssen Alfa and Max Aicher Recycling are active in the collection, processing and 
trade of ferrous and non-ferrous scrap. 

Commission’s Infringement procedures & Court of Justice of the European Union 

Infringement procedure against Spain / Waste management / Brussels, 07.06.2018 
The Commission has decided to refer Spain to the Court of Justice of the EU for failing to establish and, 
where applicable revise, waste management plans in accordance with the requirements of the Waste 
Framework Directive. More information is available in the June infringements' package.  
 
Infringement procedure against Spain / Landfills / Brussels, 07.06.2018 
The Commission has sent a letter of formal notice to Spain because Spain has not adopted the necessary 
measures for all 61 landfills to bring them in compliance with the Waste Framework Directive. The 
Spanish authorities had to ensure that waste management is carried out without endangering human 
health and without harming the environment. Spain has two months to reply. Otherwise, the Commission 
may decide to send a reasoned opinion. More information is available in the June infringements' package.  
 

Judgment / Landfill of waste / Slovakia / Luxembourg, 04.07.2018 
Following the Commission’s infringement procedure, the Court of Justice delivered its judgement on 4 
July 2018, in the court case against Slovak Republic. It declares that, by failing to adopt measures to 
comply with the judgment of 25 April 2013, in which the Court declared that the Slovak Republic had 
failed to fulfil its obligations under Article 14(a) to (c) of the Landfill Directive 1999/31/EC, the Slovak 
Republic has failed to fulfil its obligations stemming from the EU law. The court orders the Slovak 
Republic to pay a lump sum of EUR 1 000 000, plus a penalty payment of EUR 5 000 for each day of delay 
in implementing the measures necessary to comply with the European legislation. 
 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/en/news-and-events/all-news/european-strategy-plastics-deadline-pledging-campaign-boost-recycled-content-extended-30-september-2018
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/content/deadline-submitting-voluntary-pledges-recycled-plastics-extended-30-september-2018_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/juncker-plan-18000-polish-smes-benefit-increased-support-eif-and-bgk-bank-2018-jun-15_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/juncker-plan-further-eu285-million-small-businesses-poland-2018-jul-12_en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_8893
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02008L0098-20150731
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02008L0098-20150731
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-3986_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02008L0098-20150731
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-3986_en.htm
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf;jsessionid=9ea7d2dc30dd8e31728c6086462ba1f9ae92c4d9101e.e34KaxiLc3qMb40Rch0SaxyOah50?text=&docid=203542&pageIndex=0&doclang=en&mode=req&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=862236
https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2018-07/cp180099en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:01999L0031-20180704
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Infringement procedure against Poland / End-of-Life Vehicles / Brussels, 19.07.2018 
The Commission has sent a letter of formal notice to Poland over its failure to ensure that vehicles are 
dismantled and recycled in an environmentally friendly way in accordance with the End-of-Life Vehicles 
Directive. Currently, the Polish law has no sanctions for failing to register imported vehicles or for failing 
to inform the competent authorities about acquisition or disposal of such vehicles. Poland has two 
months to reply. Otherwise, the Commission may decide to send a reasoned opinion. More information 
is available in the July infringements' package. 
 
Infringement procedure against Austria/ Public procurement / Brussels, 19.07.2018 
The Commission has sent a letter of formal notice to Austria regarding a tender procedure for a public 
service contract to clean a hazardous waste site located in Wiener Neustadt. EU legislation requires all 
public contracts above a certain threshold to be tendered at EU-wide level respecting the principles of 
transparency, equal treatment and non-discrimination. The Commission considers that the contracting 
authority breached EU public procurement rules (Art. 28, 23(2), 2 and 23(1) of Directive 2004/18/EC) 
in several ways. Austria has two months to reply. Otherwise, the Commission may decide to send a 
reasoned opinion. More information is available in the July infringements' package.  
 

Other EU bodies 

Database / Substances in articles / Waste Framework Directive / Helsinki, 11.07.2018  
ECHA will set up, by 2021, a database containing information on the hazardous substances (that are 
included on the Candidate List) included in articles. Companies producing, importing or selling articles 
containing such substances will have to notify ECHA by the end of 2020. This database is meant to inform 
consumers on the content of articles and to help waste treatment operators to improve the risk 
management of chemicals at waste stage. This new requirement has been introduced in the recently 
revised Waste Framework Directive. 
 

Registration of chemicals / Final deadline / REACH Regulation / Helsinki, 31.05.2018 
The 31 May 2018, marked the final deadline for producers and suppliers of chemicals in the EU to 

register the substances (i) manufactured in or (ii) imported in the EU above one ton a year. A total of 

21551 chemicals have been registered. The next step for ECHA will be to analyze the database of 

registered chemicals and put forward risk management proposals where necessary. 

 

IMPEL’s Landfill Project / End of Waste and by-products / Brussels, 07.06.2018 
The European Union Network for the Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL) 
conducts different projects, which might be of interest also for the recycling sector. One example is the 
Landfill project involving 54 technicians from environmental institutions of 25 EU countries, coordinated 
by ARPA Sardinia (Italy). For the 3-year period 2018-2020, the project intends to draw up an in-depth 
report on issues related to the authorization processes and the inspection system in the field of End-of-
Waste and by-products. 
 

Lead metal / Candidate List of SVHC / REACH Regulation / ECHA / Helsinki, 27.06.2018 
Lead metal (Pb) has been identified as Substance of Very High Concern (SVHC) because of its reprotoxic 

properties and formally added to the Candidate List. This inclusion triggers new communication 

obligations for companies supplying mixtures (such as alloys) containing Lead metal at concentrations 

above 0.1% (Art. 31 of the REACH Regulation). 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02000L0053-20180704
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02000L0053-20180704
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-4486_en.htm
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02004L0018-20160418
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-18-4486_en.htm
https://echa.europa.eu/-/new-database-on-candidate-list-substances-in-articles-by-2021?_cldee=bXppbGxAZXVyaWMtYWlzYmwuZXU%3d&recipientid=lead-f89af4e0c0e0e71180fa005056952b31-8168143d73764621a9740115fc972026&esid=462b61e2-e984-e811-8100-005056952b31&urlid=0
https://echa.europa.eu/candidate-list-table
https://echa.europa.eu/nl/-/21-551-chemicals-on-eu-market-now-registered?_cldee=bXppbGxAZXVyaWMtYWlzYmwuZXU%3d&recipientid=contact-9d40e73479bde71180f7005056b66a2c-f21a4f6228b94c4ba2da0ed5357f9caf&esid=ffac8636-7a70-e811-80ff-005056952b31&urlid=0
https://www.impel.eu/
https://www.impel.eu/impels-landfill-project-make-it-work-initiative-join-to-promote-ecoinnovation-and-circular-economy/
https://echa.europa.eu/-/ten-new-substances-added-to-the-candidate-list
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02006R1907-20180301&from=EN
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Studies 

Study / European strategy for plastics / Committee of the Regions / Brussels, 15.06.2018 
The Study “A European strategy for plastics in the circular economy local and regional dimension” has 
been published by the European Committee of the Regions. The study focuses (i) on the management of 
plastics waste, (ii) on the proposed EU measures to implement the plastics strategy and (iii) mainly on 
what impact it will have on regional authorities. It also includes a case study on deposit schemes. 
 

Study / Product reuse and longer lifespans / EEA / Copenhagen, 25.06.2018 
The Study “Product reuse and longer lifespans hold untapped potential to cut waste in Europe” (& 
country factsheets) has been published by the European Environment Agency. The study reviews 
measures to promote the reuse of products in the European countries. The report shows that 18 of the 
33 reviewed waste prevention programmes have explicit objectives for the reuse of products. However, 
most frequently measures are only voluntary. These measures include e.g. setting standards for eco-
design aimed at easy disassembly and reuse of components, subsidising repair facilities, eco-labelling and 
public procurement to influence consumption patterns. 
 
Artificial turf made from rubber crumb / Recommendation / Kemi / Sweden, 28.06.2018 
The Swedish chemicals agency Kemi has issued an official recommendation, according to which newly 
installed artificial turf should not be made from rubber crumb containing hazardous substances. More 
specifically, Kemi advised not to either use granules containing particularly hazardous substances, or 
turn to alternative materials, as well as to request detailed information about the chemical content of the 
rubber crumb from the suppliers. 
 
Environmental impact study on rubber granulate/ RIVM/ The Netherlands, 02.07.2018                                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Dutch National Institute for Public Health and the Environment investigated the environmental 
impact of rubber granulate on synthetic turf pitches. The main conclusion of the investigation indicates 
that rubber granulate might be harmful to the environment because some substances, such as cobalt, zinc 
and mineral oils, can leach into the ground and drainage water in the surroundings of the pitches. 

Miscellaneous  

EuRIC and General Journal of Europe: A new partnership / Brussels, June 2018 
EuRIC and the General Journal of Europe are glad to announce their media partnership. Founded in 1785, 
the General Journal of Europe (JGDE) is a reference publication. Among others, JGDE publishes dossiers 
and articles on public policies, social issues and international affairs. These dossiers are distributed to 
the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union, the Commission and other European 
agencies and bodies. The JGDE addresses European decision-makers, stakeholders and European 
citizens. More information about the General Journal of Europe and the relevant publications is available 
at https://www.journalgeneraldeleurope.org/. 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e7904416-72a2-11e8-9483-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/waste-prevention-in-europe-2017/
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/waste-prevention-in-europe-2017/annex-country-factsheets/view
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