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The Belgian waste management and recycling 
associations go4circle and COBEREC merged in 
early 2020. What happened since then with the 
association?  
 
Since 1 January 2020, go4circle and the COBEREC 
federations have merged into one unified 
association representing close to 300 private 
waste management and recycling companies in 
Belgium. This merger has increased our size and 
weight, allowing us to take a stronger position in 
discussions with authorities, management bodies 
and other stakeholders. 
 
Only two months later, the COVID-19 crisis hit 
Europe, shaking up industries all over Europe, 
including Belgium. On Thursday 12 March 2020, 
the Belgian federal and regional authorities 
introduced various measures to control the spread 
of the coronavirus (COVID-19) in our country. And 
they immediately recognized our sector as being 
essential. This meant our members had to secure 
the continuity of their waste collection, sorting 
and processing services, in order to prevent a new 
sanitary crisis from emerging. However, not all of 
our members were allowed or able to remain 
active. For instance, our metal recycling members 
had to close shop throughout the crisis. Our textile 
recuperation members were forced to close their 
collection containers because stocks kept piling up 
as they weren’t able to reach their foreign 
customers. 
 

To make sure we could represent our members to 
the fullest, we held daily status meetings with our 
Board of Directors and we reached out to our 
members – for instance, we organized surveys – in 
order to know and assess the situation in the field. 
Based on their feedback, we took the appropriate 
actions towards legislators, administrations and 
other relevant stakeholders, bringing the interests 
and concerns of our sector to the table. 
 
Thanks to our close contact with all these external 
stakeholders, we were able to quickly share all 
relevant information with our members. 
Throughout the crisis, our team continuously 
added and updated all COVID-related information 
for our sector in a dedicated section on our 
website. On top of that, we distributed all these 
articles to our members through a weekly COVID-
19 digital newsletter. 
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In addition, we called on various media to ask 
politicians, organizations and the general public to 
support the people in our sector that helped us 
secure the collection, sorting and processing of 
household and industrial waste. Any sign of 
respect and moral support helped motivate them 
to continue their work during these difficult times. 
 
Tell us a bit more about Denuo. What will change 
and what will remain the same (i.e. structure)?  
 
Since the merger, we now represent a broader 
variety of recycling companies. To make it clear to 
all our stakeholders that we are more than just a 
combination of various associations, we decided 
to change our name into Denuo. 
 
Denuo is Latin for 'again'. Because so many things 
that are put on the market today contain valuable 
materials that our members recycle to create 
continuous material flows. Materials and raw 
materials that can be used again, Denuo. 
 
It is clear that under this new name we still focus 
on shaping the future of used materials. 
We continue to assist in the evolution towards 
more intelligent material flows, educating all 
stakeholders with our expertise. Because with our 
knowledge and the active input of our members, 
we can add a lot of value to the dialogue about 
reuse, recycling and circular economy. 
Additionally, we still want to connect material-
aware companies and provide solution-oriented 
insights. Because, in this way, we play an active 

role in the optimal transformation of used 
materials and ensure that our members become 
an indispensable link in the Belgian materials 
policies. 
 
What has changed, is that we’ve welcomed three 
new colleagues since the beginning of the year. 
Although young, they bring in a great deal of 
expertise regarding environmental techniques, 
economics and politics, that will help us 
strengthen our position in discussions with our 
stakeholders. 
 
Moreover, we are in the process of revising our 
work group approach. Throughout the years, the 
number of work groups and taskforces has grown 
organically. So, we are using the momentum that 
the merger has created to reorganize our 
touchpoints with our members 
 
How do you think EuRIC can support the Belgian 
recycling industry?  
 
Our sector is very much regulatory driven. Most of 
the legislating impacting our members originate at 
the European level. Therefore, we need a strong 
federation that reunites the European waste 
recycling sector and represents the interests of the 
sector. For instance, by securing markets for 
recycled materials through mandatory recycled 
content in new products (downstream) and by 
enforcing ecodesign so that products that are 
released onto the market are easy to disassemble, 
sort and recycle (upstream). In this way, EuRIC 
truly reinforces our national efforts to value the 
recycling market.

 
 
 
 

 
EuRIC Working Group Meetings / Remote / June 2020 
EuRIC organized several Working Group meetings remotely in the course of 
June 2020. Important issues, such as the upcoming Strategy for Textiles, the 
revision of the ELV Directive and the WEEE Treatment Standards have been 
discussed. We would like to warmly thank our Members for their continuous 
active participation to our online meetings!   
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EuRIC online meeting with VP Frans Timmermans / 23 June 2020 
EuRIC has held an online meeting with Commission’s Executive Vice-President 
Frans Timmermans to discuss EuRIC priorities in relation to the Green Deal 
and the Green Recovery. The meeting which lasted for nearly an hour 
gathered EuRIC Board Members representing different Branches of EuRIC 
and EuRIC Secretary General. Key topics for the recycling industry were 
discussed with Executive Vice-President Timmermans at a time where the 
Commission is making strong policy choices in connection to its Recovery 
Plan such as the utmost need to incentivise the use of secondary raw 
materials or to create a well-functioning internal market for recycling. 
           Source: European Commission 
                                                             
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
R&I funding for Circular Economy / Press release / 27 May 2020 
The European Commission has published a press release on how to achieve more funding for research & 
innovation for a circular economy since new solutions are needed to make economies more sustainable.  
 
EU Budget for recovery / Proposal / 27 May 2020 
The European Commission has proposed a long-term EU budget boosted by Next Generation EU, an 
emergency temporary recovery instrument, to help repair the immediate economic and social damage 
brought by the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
POP concentration limits / Public consultation / 29 May 2020 
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on updated concentration limits for chemical 
pollutants. With this initiative, the Commission is reviewing the limits to ensure that such waste is managed 
in an environmentally sound way and to achieve safer recycling. The public consultation will be open from 
29 May to 7 August 2020, midnight, Brussels time.  
 
Galileo Green Lane / App / 4 June 2020 
The European Commission together with the European GNSS Agency (GSA) has launched the Galileo Green 
Lane app. The app is a key tool in the EU’s coronavirus response and by easing traffic flow through the EU’s 
borders, the app is supporting the free movement of goods in the internal market.  
 
Just Transition / Paper / 5 June 2020 
The European Commission has published a paper by Öko-Institute on a just transition in the context of 
EU environmental policy and the European Green Deal.  
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https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/position-papers/item/325-top-5-priorities-of-the-recycling-industry-for-the-period-2019-2024-eriod-2019-2024
https://ec.europa.eu/research/infocentre/article_en.cfm?id=/research/headlines/news/article_20_05_27_en.html?infocentre&item=Infocentre&artid=52506
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Packaging and Packaging Waste / Public Consultation / 11 June 2020 
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on the Packaging and Packaging Waste 
Directive.  The Commission will review the requirements on packaging and packaging waste in the EU. This 
will include assessing how to improve packaging design to promote reuse and recycling, increase recycled 
content in packaging and reduce packaging waste. The consultation will run from 11 June to 6 August 2020.  
 
Green Bonds / Public Consultation / 12 June 2020 
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on the establishment of an EU Green Bond 
Standard (GBS). The consultation will be open from 12 June to 2 October 2020.  
 
Trade Policy / Review / 16 June 2020 
The European Commission has launched a review of the European Union’s trade policy, including a public 
consultation seeking input from for the European Parliament, Member States, stakeholders and civil society.  
 
Renewal of exemptions / RoHS / Study / 23 June 2020 
The European Commission has published a study  to assess one request for renewal of exemption 12 of 
Annex IV to Directive 2011/65/EU. A consortium led by Öko-Institut was requested by DG Environment of 
the European Commission to provide technical and scientific support for the evaluation of exemption 
requests under the RoHS 2 regime.  
 
Basel Plastic entries / Feedback / 24 June 2020 
The European Commission has opened a feedback period regarding the implementation of the Basel 
Convention plastics entries into the Waste Shipment Regulation. The feedback period runs from 22 June to 
24 July 2020.  
 
 
 
Recovery Plan / Joint Statement / 12 June 2020 
In a joint statement, the Ministers responsible for Industry and Internal Market have recognised the severe 
impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the EU economy, jobs and society and therefore acknowledged the need to 
prevent future economic shocks, restore the Single Market and strengthen Europe’s resilience. 
 
CLP / Decision / 19 June 2020 
The Council of the European Union has published a decision not to oppose the amendment of the CLP 
Regulation as regards the adaptation to technical and scientific progress to classification, labelling and 
packaging of substances and mixtures.  
 
Council Presidency / Germany / 1 July 2020 
On 1 July 2020, Germany will assume the presidency of the Council of the European Union. This means that, 
from July to December 2020, Germany will chair the meetings of the EU Council and will be responsible for 
progressing EU legislation. More information on Germany’s strategy, together with Portugal and Slovenia, 
can be found here.  
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ENVI Committee / Minutes / 25 May 2020 
The European Parliament has published the minutes of the ENVI meeting of 25 May 2020.   
 
Industrial Strategy / Draft opinion / 8 June 2020 
The European Parliament has published a draft opinion on the new Industrial Strategy for Europe including 
suggestions into its motion for a resolution.  
 
Recovery Package / 16 June 2020 
The European Parliament held an exchange with DG ECFIN Director General Maarten Verwey and DG 
REFORM Director General Mario Nava on the European Recovery Package and the links with the European 
Green Deal and the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Green Investment / New rules / 18 June 2020 
To boost the shift towards eco-friendly investment the EU is introducing rules to define what qualifies as 
green or sustainable activities. MEPs approved a framework that determines which activities can be 
considered sustainable.  
 
 

 
Report / Longer lasting electronics / 18 June 2020 
The European Environment Agency has published a report that analyses the opportunities to reduce 
environmental and climate impacts from electronics by increasing product lifetime, delaying obsolescence 
and improving their suitability for circular economy business models. 
 
Report / Bio-waste in Europe / 18 June 2020 
The European Environment Agency has published a report that gives an overview of bio-waste generation, 
prevention, collection, and treatment in Europe. 
 
Briefing / Increase recycling in Europe / 23 June 2020 
The European Environment Agency has published a briefing that shows that there is significant potential to 
increase recycling from all streams. To fully exploit this potential, current barriers need to be overcome, e.g. 
price competition from virgin resource alternatives, infrastructure capacity and the complexity of certain 
waste products. 
 

 
 
 
 

Judgment / Classification of mixture of paper wastes containing impurities / 28 May 2020 
The Court of Justice of the EU has decided that Article 3(2)(a) of Regulation No 1013/2006 is to be interpreted 
as not applying to a mixture of paper as described in the facts of the case but Article 3(2)(b) of Regulation 
No 1013/2006 must be interpreted as applying to such a mixture of waste when certain conditions are met. 
The full judgment can be found here.  
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/the-european-recovery-package/product-details/20200616CAN55826
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/economy/20200604STO80509/eu-defines-green-investments-to-boost-sustainable-finance
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/longer-lasting-electronics-benefit-environment?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Longer-lasting%20electronics%20benefit%20environment%20climate%20and%20circular%20economy&utm_content=Longer-lasting%20electronics%20benefit%20environment%20climate%20and%20circular%20economy+CID_d952b18215ca1a033b5c17d88bc66cb6&utm_source=EEA%20Newsletter&utm_term=Find%20out%20more
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/bio-waste-in-europe
https://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/the-case-for-increasing-recycling
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Safer Chemicals / Webinar / 2 June 2020 
ECHA has held an online conference describing the need for safer chemicals in a greener Europe as well as 
how to track substances of concern. All presentations as well as the streaming of the conference is available 
here.  
 
 
 
 
 

Please click on the icon to read the corresponding article. 

03/06/2020 EuRIC unveils plastic recycling brochure 

 

03/06/2020 EuRIC - Plastic Recycling Fact Sheet  

11/06/2020 EuRIC - Plastic Recycling Fact Sheet 

 

17/06/2020 The European plastics recycling industry has been severely 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Plummeting oil prices have 
resulted in a sharp decline of virgin plastics prices. 

 

17/06/2020 Euric calls for support for plastic recycling in Europe 

 

18/06/2020 EuRIC - Decisive actions needed to support plastics recycling in 
Europe 
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You can now find position papers under their respective EuRIC Branch webpages and may 
also filter for different categories on https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/position-papers.  
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https://erec.info/de/home/
https://www.cars-expo.com/
https://www.metalsrecyclingevent.com/
https://www.etra-eu.org/events/item/108-27th-etra-conference-on-tyre-recycling-conference
https://icm.ch/iarc-2020

