
 

                                                                                          1 
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation ●  Europäischer Bund der Recyclingindustrien ●  Confédération Européenne des Industries du Recyclage  

 Transparency Register number : 764633015511-42 

` 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EuRIC is a partner of the H2020 METABUILDING project whose objective of the H2020 METABUILDING project is clear: to boost 
the innovation of construction SMEs, through collaborations with other more innovative sectors, with a strong focus on circular 
economy. 
 
The first call for expressions of interest, named "SEEDS CALL", with a total value of € 150,000 has just been published 
 
It is aimed at SMEs in the 6 target countries of the project: France, Italy, Spain, Austria, Hungary and Portugal. However, SME’s 
legally registered outside of these 6 countries but a direct member, or a member of an organisation which is a member, of 
the EURIC, AM, EFB and ECTP  platforms (membership shall be duly paid) are also eligible to apply.  
 
This first call for expressions of interest will finance, up to € 5,000, SMEs whose projects have an application for the construction 
world and which come from the building, digital, additive manufacturing, circular economy or nature-based solutions. 
 
SMEs will be able to submit their application online, between December 15, 2020 and January 31, 2021 (application in English 
at https://www.metabuilding.com/seed-call/) 
 
Applications will be assessed in each country by a jury composed of independent experts. These national juries will then present 
their rankings to the METABUILDING evaluation committee (made up of jury members from the 6 target countries) which will 
make the final funding decisions. 
 
For any questions, EuRIC Members may have on METABUILDING, please contact Rikarnto BOUNTIS (rbountis@euric-aisbl.eu).   
 
The winners will be announced on February 15, 2021. 

 
This project has received funding from the European Union’s H2020 research and innovation programme under 
Grant Agreement No 873964. 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Up to € 5,000 up for grabs for innovating SMEs 
Opening of the 1st call for expressions of interest METABUILDING 
 
The first call for expressions of interest from the European METABUILDING project has just been published on Tuesday 1 
December. SMEs working in the construction, digital, additive manufacturing, circular economy or nature-based solutions 
sectors will be able to receive up to € 5,000 in support for their innovations. 

https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/
mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euric-aisbl/
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/
https://www.rm-platform.com/
https://efb-greenroof.eu/
http://www.ectp.org/
https://www.metabuilding.com/seed-call/
mailto:rbountis@euric-aisbl.eu


 

                                                                                          2 
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation ●  Europäischer Bund der Recyclingindustrien ●  Confédération Européenne des Industries du Recyclage  

 Transparency Register number : 764633015511-42 

 
 
 
 
What are the Hungarian recycling association’s 
(HOSZ) main activities?   
The organization was originally established in 
1991 and has currently 52 member 
companies — including the major waste traders 
in Hungary — from all the parts of the country. 
Its members include companies involved in the 
collection, pre-treatment, and recycling of 
ferrous and non-ferrous scrap metals, recovered 
paper, waste plastics, waste glass, tire waste, 
and waste electrical and electronic equipment 
and the trading of those recyclables. The mission 
of the federation is to promote the highest 
possible recycling rates and thereby decrease 
the environmental pollution caused by waste 
and conserve natural resources by supplying the 
industry with secondary raw materials. Our 
activities include, inter alia, taking part in policy-
making processes through giving professional 
opinion on Hungarian and EU draft legislation 
related to waste management; publishing the 
Hungarian nationwide professional waste 
management magazine, and many more.  
 
What are the biggest challenges for recycling 
companies operating in Hungary?  
  
One of the biggest challenges for recycling 
companies has been the constantly changing 
legislative framework on waste management 
and state interventions in the market and market 
conditions since 2011. I should like to detail a bit 
probably the most important related issues. 
 
Everything started with the nationalization of 
our EPR scheme in 2011 by introducing a new 
product fee system run by a governmental 
coordination agency. Since then, practically in 
every two years our government reorganized its 
agency. In spite of it, it is quite common that  
 
there is a one year or even longer delay in the 
payment to waste management companies 
meanwhile they have to pre-finance their 

operations, not to mention that the whole 
system is based on public procurements which 
are very administrative and burdensome to 
companies. Another negative tendency is that 
our government considers the system as an 
income opportunity thereby just around 15 
percent of product fees are distributed to waste 
management purposes. The rest goes to the 
national budget. The whole system mainly 
functions as taxation and does not fulfill the 
requirements of a proper EPR scheme. As a result 
of the nationalization and mismanagement of 
our EPR, our recycling performance dropped 
from 59 percent (2010: 58.7%; 2011: 59.3%) to 
around 46 percent (2018: 46.6%) considering 
waste streams covered by our national product 
fee system.   
 
Another disturbing challenge originated in 2013 
when public service operators were granted a 
monopoly to ensure the separate collection of 
paper, glass, plastic, metal and bio-waste as well 
as hazardous municipal waste from natural 
persons and governmental, municipal 
institutions including schools and hospitals. In  
 
line with this market regulation, the 
environmental protection authorities may grant  
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authorization to provide public waste 
management services only to an economic 
operator in which the State or a municipal 
government or an association of municipal 
governments controls the majority of votes and 
entitled to appoint or dismiss the majority of 
executive employees or members of the 
supervisory board. Furthermore, according to 
the Act CLXXXV of 2012 on Waste, public service 
operators are obliged to provide their public 
services on a nonprofit basis and the amount 
billed to natural person property owners for 
public waste management services may not be 
higher than 90 percent of the fee in effect on 14 
April 2012, increased by 4.2 percent. Thereby, 
the waste management public services fee has 
been frozen in Hungary since 2013.   
 
Currently, waste management operators which 
are not public service providers are mainly 
excluded from the separate collection and pre-
processing of municipal wastes. Independent 
waste management operators are allowed to 
collect separately only the waste of economic 
operators, although property owners have the 
right to bring separately collected municipal 
waste to them as well. (Property owners may 
exercise this right only upon payment of the 
public waste management services fee to the 
competent public service operator.) The whole 
municipal waste management sector does not 
work properly. As a consequence of the 
aforementioned statutory provisions - inter alia: 
a) the amount and the quality of the separately 
collected municipal waste collected by public 
service operators have been decreased 
significantly, b) public service providers are 
underfinanced and need continuous and 
substantial subsidizing from the government.  
Surprisingly, the ministry responsible for waste 
management has kept trying to solve all the 
problems relating to the municipal waste 
management sector by extending the monopoly 
of public service providers or even nationalizing 
a properly working part of the market waste 
management sector. We had to fight off 
different connected ideas, last time, even in 

connection with the ongoing implementation of 
the circular economy package.  
 
Could you name your top priorities for the 
Hungarian recycling industry which EuRIC should 
work on?  
 
One of our top priorities is definitely the upcoming 
revision of the Waste Shipment Regulation 
(Regulation (EC) No 1013/2006). The Regulation 
poses significant difficulties for our member 
companies since its requirements are not clear 
enough and interpreted differently by authorities 
and waste management companies in various EU 
Member States. Unfortunately, Hungarian 
authorities are entitled to impose extremely high 
fines even for minor administrative mistakes in the 
documents required by the Regulation, although 
those ‘mistakes’ often result from the ambiguities 
in the Regulation. This mainly concerns Annex VII 
as the majority of waste shipments for recycling 
fall under the green list procedure, but the 
procedure of prior written notification and the 
consent also has its problems. Therefore, we think 
it is crucial that the revision should aim at the 
unambiguous requirements which can be 
interpreted and implemented non-uniformly in all 
Member States. Earlier we provided EuRIC with 
our detailed proposals on the revision. We really 
count on EuRIC’s expertise and lobbying force to 
introduce the necessary changes into the actual 
text of the Regulation. 
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Humana Talks / Online / 10 November 2020 
During the webinar series Humana Talks, organized by Humana Italy, EuRIC 
Senior Policy Officer Julia Blees explained the importance of networking to 
enhance reuse and recycling and gave an overview of the work EuRIC Textiles is 
carrying out. Thank you, Humana Italy, for the kind invitation!  
 
 
 

EuRIC Branch Meetings / Online / November & December 2020 
Various EuRIC Branches met in November and December to discuss the 
latest information of importance for the recycling industry. We would like 
to thank our members for their continuous active participation during our 
online meetings!  
 
 

EuRIC Brexit Webinar / Online / 14 December 2020 
As the Brexit transition period is nearing its end, EuRIC decided to host a webinar 
to talk about the implications of Brexit on the recycling industry and beyond. We 
would like to thank all participants for connecting to the webinar and extend our 
immense gratitude to our British members & colleagues for sharing their Brexit 
insights with us!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

EuRIC issues call for exceptional contributions in 2021 
2020 will be remembered as an extremely tough year due to the crisis induced by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
2020 will also be remembered as the year where the European Union has decided to make of the European 
Green Deal its number 1 priority. Recycling is obviously at the core of the transition towards a new Circular 
Economy and Climate neutrality, the two main pillars of the Green Deal. EuRIC works on an ever-growing 
number of policy and regulatory developments to advocate the interests of the European recycling 
industry at EU level and speed up the transition towards a more circular economy. For Cinzia VEZZOSI, 
President of EuRIC, in unprecedented times, it is key to raise up to the challenge. As recycling is now at 
the forefront, EuRIC has decided to seek for additional contributions to cope with a surge of regulatory 
developments, which can have far-reaching positive or negative impacts on our industry.  
For further information regarding this call for exceptional contributions, please contact EuRIC Secretariat 
via euric@euric-aisbl.eu  
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Additional Covid-19 measures / 28 October 2020 
The European Commission has launched an additional set of actions to help limit the spread of the 
coronavirus, save lives and strengthen the internal market’s resilience. 
 
Annual Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference / 3 & 4 November 2020 
On 3 & 4 November, the Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference - the main annual conference dedicated 
to circular economy in Europe, gathering decision makers, businesses, public authorities, NGOs, knowledge 
communities and civil society organisations - took place online. A joint initiative of the European Commission 
and the European Economic and Social Committee, the focus of this year’s event was on the potential of the 
circular economy for a green recovery and how the numerous initiatives under the recently adopted second 
Circular Economy Action Plan, can help build a more resilient economy. 
 
Notice / Separate collection hazardous household waste / 6 November 2020 
The European Commission has published a notice as regards to the separate collection of hazardous 
household waste with best practices and success factors.  
 
Deliverables / Circular Plastics Alliance / 6 November 2020 
The Circular Plastics Alliance (CPA), an alliance to help plastics value chains boost the EU market for recycled 
plastics to 10 million tonnes by 2025, has published its deliverables on collection and sorting for agricultural 
plastics, packaging, construction, automotive and EEE. EuRIC took the lead in drafting the deliverable “State  
of play of collection and sorting in the automotive sector”, which will serve as the baseline for the next CPA 
report of untapped potential for collection and sorting. 
 
Update / Ship recycling facilities / 12 November 2020 
The European Commission has published the 7th edition of the European list of ship recycling facilities by 
adding several new yards to the list.  
 
Publication / New Consumer Agenda / 13 November 2020 
The European Commission has launched the New Consumer Agenda to empower European consumers to 
play an active role in the green and digital transitions. The Agenda also addresses how to increase consumer 
protection and resilience during and after the COVID-19 pandemic, which brought significant challenges 
affecting the daily lives of consumers.  
 
Approval / LIFE funding for environment projects / 16 November 2020 
The European Commission has approved an investment package of more than €280 million from the EU 
budget for over 120 new LIFE programme projects. This EU funding will trigger total investments of nearly 
€590 million to help meet these projects' ambitious goals for environment, nature, and climate action. This 
amount represents a 37% rise compared to last year. 
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Study / Joint Research Centre / 18 November 2020 
The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre has published a study to support the circular plastics 
alliance in establishing a work plan to develop guidelines and standards on design-for-recycling of plastic 
products.  
 
Adoption / EU Climate Action Progress Report / 30 November 2020 
The European Commission has adopted its annual EU Climate Action Progress Report, covering the EU’s 
progress in cutting greenhouse gas emissions in 2019. For instance, emissions from waste management 
decreased by 12% between 2005 and 2019, and this downward trend is projected to continue. 
 
Public Consultation / Environmental Crime Directive / 2 December 2020  
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on the Environmental Crime Directive which 
aims at protecting the environment through criminal law. The consultation is open from 2 December to 20 
December 2020.  
 
Mergers / Commission clears acquisition of SUEZ Nordic by PreZero 
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of SUEZ Nordic 
AB of Sweden by PreZero International GmbH (‘Prezero'), belonging to the Schwarz Group, both of Germany 
More information is available on the Commission’s competition website, in the public case register under 
the case number M.10000.   
 
Mergers / Commission clears acquisition of joint control of MEL by FSI and WTI 
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint control 
of Multifuel Energy Limited and Multifuel Energy 2 Limited (‘MEL') of the UK by First Sentier Investors 
International IM Limited (‘FSI') also of the UK and Wheelabrator Technologies Holdings Inc. (‘WTI') of the US. 
More information is available on the Commission’s competition website, in the public case register under 
the case number M.10031.  
 
 
 
Press Release / Right to Repair / 26 October 2020 
The European Parliament has published a press release stating its call to the European Commission to grant 
consumers a “right to repair” by making repairs more appealing, systematic, and cost-efficient. 
 
Amendments / Own-initiative report CEAP / 27 October 2020 
More than 1000 amendments have been tabled on the own-initiative report to the Circular Economy Action 
Plan as drafted by MEP Jan Huitema.  
 
ENVI Meeting / Sustainable batteries proposal / 11 December 2020 
The Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries Virginijus Sinkevicius has presented the new and 
revised Batteries Directive during the ENVI Committee meeting. More information on the sustainable 
batteries proposal can be found here.  
 
 
 
Council Decision / Submission to amend Annex IV Basel Convention / 4 December 2020 
The Council Decision (EU) 2020/1829 of 24 November 2020 on the submission, on behalf of the European 
Union, of proposals to amend Annex IV and certain entries in Annexes II and IX to the Basel Convention on 
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the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal has been published in the 
Official Journal of the EU.  

 
Ready for use / SCIP Database / 28 October 2020 
The SCIP database was launched in late October and companies can submit data on substances of very high 
concern (SVHCs) in their articles. The Waste Framework Directive requires companies to submit their data 
as of 5 January 2021. Consumers and waste operators can access and use the data from February 2021 
onwards. 
 
ECHA Q&A / Brexit / November 2020 
ECHA has published several commonly asked questions and answers as regards to for instance CLP, REACH 
or the Northern Ireland Protocol.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Please click on the icon to read the corresponding article. 

08/12/2020 EuRIC brochure on mechanical tyre recycling 
 

08/12/2020 EuRIC MTR Group Publishes Brochure  

09/12/2020 
EuRIC Brochure on Mechanical Tyre Recycling Highlighting its Contribution 
towards Circular Economy and Climate Neutrality 

 

09/12/2020 
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation issues Brochure on 
Mechanical Tire Recycling 

 

10/12/2020 EuRIC calls for aligning Waste Shipment Regulation with CEAP  

10/12/2020 
EuRIC Position for a Revision of the Waste Shipment Regulation Supporting 
the Circular Economy  
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