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EuRIC activities 
 
European Recycling Conference 2019 / Save the date / Paris, 19 September 2019 

The next edition of the European Recycling Conference (ERC), organized by 
EuRIC, will take place on 19 September in Paris, France. The 2019 ERC is 
taking place in the framework of FEDEREC’s biggest fair, the 2019 Journée 
Technique, gathering more than 400 participants. More details about the 
program and venue will be soon published in EuRIC’s website. Stay tuned for more details! 

 
 

Global Recycling Day / Brussels, 18 March 2019 
EuRIC, the European Recycling Industries’ Confederation, participated to the 
success of the second edition of the Global Recycling Day (GRD), an initial of 
the Bureau of International Recycling (BIR), to raise awareness about 
recycling multiple benefits for society and the environment. We look forward 
to bring further support for the third edition on 18 March 2020!  
 
 
Circular Plastic Alliance / Brussels, March-April 2018 

The European Commission formally launched the Circular Plastic 
Alliance, a group made of industry organizations representing the 
whole value chain of plastics, including recyclers, producers of 
plastic materials, plastic converters, manufacturers of plastic 
parts or articles, brand owners etc. Working Groups were set up 
by the Commission to address key issues and foster the dialogue 
between stakeholders. EuRIC representatives from the European 

Plastics’ Recycling Branch (EPRB) took an active role in positioning European recyclers’ interests within 
the meetings of the Plastic Alliance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://www.globalrecyclingday.com/
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/news-events/news/item/267-euric-launches-its-european-plastics-recycling-branch-eprb
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/news-events/news/item/267-euric-launches-its-european-plastics-recycling-branch-eprb
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European institutions activities 
 

Publications Office of the European Union 
 
Proposal for a Regulation establishing a Programme for the Environment and Climate 
Action (LIFE) Brussels, 13 March 2019 
The Commission welcomes the provisional agreement on the Regulation on LIFE programme. The 
agreement reached is yet subject to the formal approval by the European Parliament and Council. The 
LIFE programme is among the EU funding programmes for which the Commission has proposed the 
largest proportional increase for the period 2021-2027 (+60%). Stakeholders interested in Life projects 
in the field of waste management/recycling are welcome to contact EuRIC Secretariat for further 
information.  

 
Proposal for a regulation on the establishment of a framework to facilitate sustainable 
investment/ Brussels, 29 March 2019 
The Commission welcomes the vote by the European Parliament's Economic affairs (ECON) and 
Environment Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) Joint Committee on a EU classification system for 
sustainable economic activities ('taxonomy'). The Council is still working on the proposal in order to 
reach a Council's internal agreement (general approach). The Council Working Party is scheduled to 
discuss the proposal on 9 April 2019. 
 

Council of the European Union 
Council decision on the position to be taken on behalf of the European Union at the COP14 
with regard to the Norwegian Proposal / Brussels, 9 April 2019 
The EU position to be taken at the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP14) regarding 
the Norwegian proposal has now been finalized and the Council supports the amendments proposed by 
Norway. However, a derogation in accordance with Article 11 of the Convention is invoked in order to 
refrain from distorting intra EU and EEA trade of plastic secondary resources. EuRIC position led by the 
European Plastics’ Recycling Branch (EPRB) is available online. 

 
European Parliament 
 

Directive on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships / Brussels, 13 
March 2018 
The European Parliament approved the interinstitutional agreement on the Commission proposal on 
port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ship on 13 March. The deal will now be submitted 
to the Council for adoption. The Council will adopt the text without debate, the new Directive will then 
be published in the EU Official Journal and enter into force, likely in the second quarter of 2019.  
 
Directive on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment / 
ENVI Committee vote / Brussels, 27 April 2018 
The Plenary of the European Parliament adopted the text of the proposed Directive on the reduction of 
the impact of certain plastic products on the environment better known as the SUP Directive. WTO 
Members had until 13 April 2019 to submit any comments on possible barriers to international trade. 
The new Directive will likely be published in the EU Official Journal in the second quarter of 2019.  
 
 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7479-2019-REV-1/en/pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_deposes/rapports/2019/0175/P8_A(2019)0175_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_deposes/rapports/2019/0175/P8_A(2019)0175_EN.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7863-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/position-papers/item/280-position-paper-amendments-on-the-norwegian-proposal-to-amend-annexes-ii-viii-and-ix-of-the-basel-convention-01-04-2019
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2019-0192+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/seance_pleniere/textes_adoptes/provisoire/2019/03-27/0305/P8_TA-PROV(2019)0305_EN.pdf
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European Parliament resolution of 4 April 2019 on waste management 
The Motion for a Resolution calls on the Commission to use the full potential of the early warning system 
as laid down in the revised waste directives. Furthermore, the Motion for a Resolution calls on Member 
States to take waste prevention measures as set out in the revised Waste Framework Directive. 

 
European Commission  
 

*** Communication & Action Plans *** 
 
Environmental Implementation Review / Brussels, 5 April 2019 
The European Commission published the second Environmental Implementation Review (EIR), part of 
its initiative launched in 2016 to improve the implementation of European environmental policy and 
commonly agreed rules in all EU Member States. The Review maps out the situation of environmental 
policies and rules implementation in each EU country, identifies the causes of implementation gaps and 
outlines the priorities.  
 
Report on the implementation and the impact on the environment and the functioning of the 
internal market of Directive 2006/66/EC on batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and 
accumulators / Brussels, 9 April 2019 
The Commission published a staff working document and report on directive on batteries and 
accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators. The report includes an evaluation on some specific 
aspects of the directive, in particular: (i) collection targets for all waste portable batteries; and (ii) 
requirements on recycling efficiency levels set by the directive. It concludes that the Directive struggles 
to keep pace with fast technological developments and that it needs revision. 
 

**** Funds & Mergers **** 
 

EU funds / Support for SMEs  
(i) The European Investment Fund (EIF) and LocalTapiola Corporate Lending Fund have signed a 
guarantee agreement for up to EUR 100 million of new lending to innovative SMEs and Small Mid-Caps 
in Finland. 
(ii) The European Investment Fund (EIF) and Banco Comercial Português (Millennium bcp) have signed 
two agreements under the European Commission’s COSME and InnovFin programmes that will enable 
Millennium bcp to provide up to EUR 900 million of loans to small businesses in Portugal.  
(iii) The European Investment Fund (EIF) and Capitalia have signed an agreement on a guarantee 
instrument for a total amount of EUR 10 million supporting small businesses in Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia. 
(iv) The European Investment Fund (EIF) signed three COSME agreements with CEC Bank S.A., Deutsche 
Leasing Romania IFN S.A. and Libra Internet Bank S.A. The agreements will allow these institutions to 
provide up to EUR 168 million of new debt financing to small and medium-sized business in Romania. 
 

Mergers / Commission clears acquisition of joint control of certain Ilva steel service 
centres by ArcelorMittal and CLN  
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint control 
of two Italian steel service centres (the ‘Ilva SSCs') by ArcelorMittal SA of Luxembourg and Coils Lamiere 
Nastri SpA (‘CLN') of Italy. More information is available on the Commission's competition website, in the 
public case register under the case number M.9317.  
 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2019-0338+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eir/pdf/eir_2019.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-8484-2019-INIT/en/pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2019:0166:FIN
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/eu100-million-eu-support-innovative-companies-localtapiola-2019-mar-29_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/investment-plan-europe-eur-900-million-businesses-portugal-following-eif-and-bcp-agreements-2019-feb-18-0_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/investment-plan-europe-capitalia-concludes-eu10-million-agreement-european-investment-fund-support-small-businesses-baltic-countries-2019-feb-25_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/investment-plan-europe-capitalia-concludes-eu10-million-agreement-european-investment-fund-support-small-businesses-baltic-countries-2019-feb-25_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/news/investment-plan-europe-eu170m-financing-romanias-students-and-smaller-companies-2019-apr-03_en
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/index.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/elojade/isef/case_details.cfm?proc_code=2_M_9317
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**** Implementing regulations & delegated acts **** 
 

Interinstitutional agreement / European election recess period in 2019 for delegated 
acts and draft measures adopted under the regulatory procedure with scrutiny 
Due to the European Parliament's election recess period, the transmission of delegated acts adopted by 
the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council is suspended from 15 March to 9 July 2019 
included. 
 

Commission’s Infringement procedures & Court of Justice of the European Union 
 
Preliminary Ruling from 28 March 2019 (Joint Cases C-487/17 to C-489/17) 
The defendants are accused of having treated waste which could have been assigned either hazardous 
waste codes or non-hazardous waste codes (mirror codes) as non-hazardous waste, without conducting 
an appropriate determination of waste composition, which the precautionary principle always requires, 
the court has ruled.  
 

Judgment of the Court (Second Chamber) of 28 March 2019 / AS Tallinna Vesi v 
Keskkonnaamet / Case C-60/18. 
The Court was asked to provide the interpretation of Article 6(4) of Directive 2008/98/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on waste as for determining whether or 
not end of waste status can be granted in absence of national criteria. The opinion of the Court rejected 
such interpretation and confirmed that only at the presence of criteria laid down in a generally applicable 
national legal act, end of waste status can apply. 
 

Ruling from 4 April 2019 (Case T-108/17) 
ClientEarth, an environmental not-for-profit organisation, requested that the Commission carry out an 
internal review of the authorisation for uses of bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP) given to three waste 
recycling companies. The Commission refused to carry out the internal review and the Court of Justice of 
the EU ruled that it cannot annul the refusal, nor can it order the European Commission to revoke the 
authorization which was granted until February 2019. 
 
 

Studies 
 

European Commission Mining Waste Directive: Guidance Document  
Operators should take into account circular economy principles when preparing Extractive waste 
management plans (EWMPs), according to the preparatory study in support of the development of 
guidelines on the implementation of the Mining Waste Directive. Based on the results of the preparatory 
study, the Commission would issue a non-binding guidance document, possibly in 2019. 
 
European Commission / Restriction exemptions under RoHS Directive  
The European Commission has published two studies on requests for certain substances to be exempted 
from restrictions under the RoHS Directive. One study is on eight requests for exemptions for lead and 
DEHP, and the other details one exemption request for mercury and two for lead. 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11897-2018-INIT/en/pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:62017CJ0487&qid=1555399537277&from=EN
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/celex.jsf?celex=62018CJ0060&lang1=en&type=TXT&ancre=
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:62017TJ0108&qid=1555399703867&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:62017TJ0108&qid=1555399703867&from=EN
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/f18472f8-36aa-11e9-8d04-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-87989698
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/0814e920-4c55-11e9-a8ed-01aa75ed71a1
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/085753e8-4c56-11e9-a8ed-01aa75ed71a1
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Nordic Council / A socioeconomic analysis of environmental and health impacts linked to 
exposure to PFAS  
The focus of this study is on the costs of inaction with respect to regulation of PFAS in the countries 
comprising the European Economic Area (EEA). Costs of inaction are defined as the costs that society 
will have to pay in the future if action is not taken to limit emissions of PFAS today. The PFAS covered in 
this study are the C4-14 non-polymer fluorosurfactants. 
 

European Network of the Heads of Environment Protection Agencies (EPAs) / 
Biodegradable Plastics 
Based on a study by the German Environment Agency and a questionnaire, this report outlines 
biodegradable plastics state of the art and it includes EPA’s recommendation. Overall, EPA’s opinion of 
biodegradable plastics is critical.  Although they recognize that biodegradable plastics could be useful 
for some applications, e.g. biodegradable bags for waste collection, they rather refrain from considering 
biodegradable plastics as part of a circular economy scenario. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

**************************** 

https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
http://norden.diva-portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2%3A1295959&dswid=-8539
http://epanet.pbe.eea.europa.eu/fol249409/ig-plastics/working-paper-biodegradable-plastics/download/en/1/Working%20paper_Biodegradable%20plastics.pdf?action=view
http://epanet.pbe.eea.europa.eu/fol249409/ig-plastics/working-paper-biodegradable-plastics/download/en/1/Working%20paper_Biodegradable%20plastics.pdf?action=view

