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You have taken the role as Managing Director of 
BDSV in January 2020. Shortly thereafter the 
coronavirus pandemic hit Europe and changed 
our “old normality”. What were/are the main 
challenges for you during those first months? 
I’ve got to know the member companies and the 
industry as innovative and resilient. But of course 
you are right, we have noticed the effects of the 
corona crises in our daily work and within the 
industry. The main challenges for us as a business 
association are that we usually organize lots of 
networking events for our member companies 
and provide them with a forum to discuss issues of 
importance to the recycling community.  Personal 
contacts are highly valued throughout the 
industry. But hygiene regulations, social distancing 
and the lockdown in spring 2020 pushed 
digitization within BDSV. Luckily, we had already 
installed a capable video conference system the 
year before so that we could immediately change 
to digital meetings. The whole BDSV office worked 
successfully remote for more than 5 weeks during 
the first lockdown. And only recently we hold our 
first digital annual conference with up to 1.000 
attendees at one time. We are happy about the 
entirely positive feedback. 
Now looking back at the challenging year 2020 it 
seems that the 3rd and 4th quarter brought the 
hope for recovery of the steel scrap market in 
Germany, although according to a recent BDSV 
member survey the level of the market before the 
corona pandemic will be reached not before the 
second half of 2021 or even later. Compared with 

other economic sectors it was important that 
recycling was recognized as essential early on. 
 
How do you think EuRIC can support the German 
steel recycling industry and BDSV’s daily work? 
For us it is very helpful, that EuRIC has a seat in 
various relevant Working Groups of the European 
Commission and advocates the position of the 
recycling industry in an outstanding manner. 
Detailed and timely information about the revision 
of EU regulations allow us to thoroughly review 
the impact on our industry and puts us in a 
position to build alliances with other recycling 
associations in the EU and thus speak with one 
powerful voice. Another valuable source of 
information for our member companies is the 
exchange of best practices at European and 
international level. Sharing information about 
different enforcement of legislation in various 
member states show us where to bundle our  
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forces and lobby for a level playing field within the 
EU. Therefore, many thanks to the EuRIC Team for 
its excellent support. 
 
What are your main priorities on European level 
for 2021?  
The European Green Deal with its ambitious 
climate targets will bring a change towards a truly 
circular economy. The new Circular Economy 
Action Plan (CEAP) announces initiatives along the 
entire life cycle of products targeting for example 
their design promoting circular economy 
processes fostering sustainable consumption and 
aiming to ensure that the resources used are kept 
in the EU economy for as long as possible. For our 
member companies it is important that their 
continuous significant contribution to achieving 
the climate goals is recognized. Using steel scrap 
in crude steel production saves significant CO2-
emissions and replaces primary raw materials, in 
particular iron ore, coke and alloying elements. 
The transition to a CO2-neutral steel production 
requires huge investments and the steel industry 
seems to focus on hydrogen as a reducing agent in 
blast furnaces.  
For us it is therefore one of the most important 
tasks to emphasize the importance of steel 
recycling in order to reach the climate goals. The 
scrap based EAF production is already an 
important building block on the way to a climate-
neutral economy.  Further the proportion of steel 
scrap used in integrated steel mills should be 
increased. It is important to understand that the 
provision of high steel scrap qualities comes at a 
cost. Steel scrap is the biggest internationally 

traded SRM and trade flows should not be 
hampered. 
Next to CO2 reduction due to the use of steel scrap 
there are a lot more important topics in 
connection with the green deal and the CEAP. As 
steel scrap is in direct competition with primary 
raw materials, free markets for secondary raw 
materials are just as necessary here as for primary 
raw materials. The CEAP also specifically 
addresses, for example, the handling of waste 
exports from the EU. Thus, the waste shipment 
regulation and its evaluation is one of our top 
priorities. The need of free trade for secondary 
raw materials stays essential. 
In addition to waste shipment regulation and Basel 
Convention, ELV directive as well as IE-Directive 
are topics we will look at in 2021. Together with 
EuRIC we will follow our objectives for the 
recycling industry, naming here only a few 
activities such as the Circular Metals Strategy, 
sustainable finance, SCIP database, design-for-
sustainability and waste classification. 
Last year in particular, it has become clear that the 
number of issues in the environmental field is 
constantly increasing. BDSV sees current 
developments as a challenge but also as a great 
opportunity for circular economy and steel 
recycling. 
With the transition to a circular economy the voice 
of the recycling industry will gain even more 
importance. Educating the public, policymakers, 
the press, and other stakeholders about the 
benefits of recycling remains one of our most 
important tasks.

 
 
 
 
 

WEEE WG Meeting / Online / 15 January 2021 
EuRIC’s WEEE working group met in January to discuss various issues of 
importance for the e-waste sector, such as eco-design, the newly proposed 
Battery Regulation as well as the revision of the Waste Shipment Regulation. 
We would like to thank our members for their continuous active participation 
during our online meetings! 
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Recyclability label / EuRIC Member Gremi de Recuperació de Catalunya / 
15 January 2020 
The recyclability label as developed by Dríade Environmental Solutions, with 
the scientific support of the UNESCO Chair Cycle and Climate Change ESCI-UPF 
and EuRIC Member Gremi de Recuperació de Catalunya has been placed on a 
first aluminum can by the beverage and soft drink company Ocean52. The 
recyclability methodology takes into account the materials used in packaging 
but also the technologies available for proper recycling.  Congratulations to our 

members from Catalunya for this great success!   

 
EuRIC Networking Event / Online / 22 January 2021 
EuRIC hosted its first virtual networking event last Friday. EuRIC Members and 
Secretariat were able to sit on virtual tables, discuss regulatory changes but also talk 
about the ongoing crisis and how everyone is handling it. Many thanks to our 
Members who participated to this event!  
 
 

 
EuRIC Highlights 2020 
EuRIC has published its very first annual report summarizing its achievements in 
2020. The document reviews individual branch activities and publications in the past 
year and sheds light on EuRIC’s ambitious future plans.  
 
In order to keep up with our Member’s needs and wishes, we would like to ask for 
your opinion on the Secretariat’s work.  Have your say until 26th February here. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
New Target / Emissions reduction / 11 December 2020 
EU Heads of State or Government have approved a new and more ambitious net greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction target of at least 55% for 2030 compared to 1990 levels. The European Commission had proposed 
such targets already in September 2020.   
 
Scientific Opinion / Biodegradability of plastics / 14 December 2020 
The European Commission’s independent Group of Chief Scientific Advisors (GCSA) has published a Scientific 
Opinion on the Biodegradability of Plastics in the Open Environment. In their opinion, the GCSA provides  
recommendations to assess which specific applications of biodegradable plastics in the open environment 
offer potential environmental benefits over conventional plastics. 
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New rules / Export of plastic waste / 22 December 2020 
The European Commission has adopted new rules on the export, import and intra-EU shipment of plastic 
waste. These new rules ban the export of plastic waste from the EU to non-OECD countries, except for clean 
plastic waste sent for recycling.  
 
Public Consultation / Industrial Emissions Directive / 22 December 2020 
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on the Industrial Emissions Directive. This 
initiative is intended to update EU rules on industrial emissions to ensure industry keeps improving the EU’s 
environment. The consultation is open from 22 December to 23 March 2021.  
 
Public Consultation / Ecodesign / 23 December 2020 
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on designing mobile phones and tablets to be 
more sustainable. This initiative was planned under the Circular Economy Action Plan 2020 and is in line with 
European Green Deal objectives on efficient use of resources. The consultation was open from 23 December 
to 27 January 2021.  
 
Deal / EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement / 24 December 2020 
The European Commission and the UK government have reached an agreement on their future relationship. 
President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen said: “It was worth fighting for this deal 
because we now have a fair and balanced agreement with the UK, which will protect our European interests, 
ensure fair competition, and provide much needed predictability for our fishing communities. Finally, we can 
leave Brexit behind us and look to the future. Europe is now moving on.” 
 
Helpline / Brexit / 1 January 2021 
The European Commission’s Europe Direct Contact Centre (EDCC) will remain at the disposal of citizens, 
businesses and stakeholders to answer Brexit-related questions in all 24 official languages. The Contact 
Centre is available via free phone from all Member States and the United Kingdom (00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11) 
and by webform. 
 
Roadmap / EU Strategy for sustainable textiles / 5 January 2021 
The European Commission has asked for feedback on the roadmap on the EU strategy for sustainable textiles 
until 2 February 2021. This strategy will help the EU shift to a climate-neutral, circular economy where 
products are designed to be more durable, reusable, repairable, recyclable and energy-efficient. 
 
JRC Report / EC Ecolabel Criteria / 8 January 2021 
The European Commission’s Joint Research Center has published a Technical Report that presents the EU 
Ecolabel criteria for Printed paper, stationery paper, and paper carrier bag products, as published in 
Commission Decision (EU) 2020/1803 of 27 November 2020 (EC, 2020b), and provides the supporting 
rationale and background research for each criterion. 
 
 
 
 
Approval / Draft Council Conclusions / 11 December 2020 
The Council of the EU has approved the draft conclusions on making the recovery green and circular. The 
conclusions for instance emphasise the importance of rebuilding the economy and society in a sustainable 
way in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Agreement / LIFE program / 17 December 2020 
The Council presidency has reached a provisional political agreement with Parliament on the extension of 
the LIFE programme beyond 2020. LIFE is the EU's flagship programme for nature, biodiversity protection 
and the fight against climate change. From 2021, energy efficiency and renewable energy projects will also 
benefit from funding via LIFE. 
  
Council Presidency / Portugal / 1 January 2021 
Portugal took over the 6-months Council Presidency from Germany. Some of Portugal’s priorities during its 
Presidency are to promote Europe’s recovery, cohesion and values as well as to promote the EU as a leader 
in climate action.  
 
 
 
Infographic / Impact of textile production / 29 December 2020 
The European Parliament has published an infographic on the impact of textile production and waste on the 
environment.  
 
Exchange / Reducing plastic waste / 14 January 2021 
The ENVI Committee of the European Parliament exchanged with the Court of Auditors on how to reduce 
plastic waste in the EU. The recording of the exchange can be found here.  
 

 
SCIP database / Fully operational / 5 January 2021 
As previously announced by ECHA, companies supplying articles containing substances of very high concern 
(SVHCs) on the Candidate List in a concentration above 0.1% weight by weight (w/w) on the EU market have 
to submit information on these articles to ECHA, as from 5 January 2021. 
 
REACH registrations / Brexit / 11 January 2021  
ECHA has informed that around 20% of REACH registrations in the United Kingdom have not been 
transferred to the EU and will be revoked. To complete the ongoing transfers, EU companies receiving the 
UK registrations should accept the transfers as soon as possible. 
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Further to our call for exceptional contributions, we would like to express our 
gratitude for your generous support. 
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