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The Brexit transition period has officially ended. 
Can you already observe the first 
changes/problems or what do you expect will 
change for the recycling industry in the future?  
We are now six weeks or so since the transition 
period ended, and the UK cut its last ties to the EU.  
Since then, the biggest immediate issue has, of 
course, been at the borders. 
The so-called New Computer Transit System 
(NCTS) stopped working properly, or perhaps was 
never working properly. Currently, it is not 
designating goods as ‘Movement Released’, 
Without this, the documents – such as the all-
important T1 transit document - can’t be 
generated.  Without a T1, most haulers can’t cross 
the Channel into mainland Europe.  Some are 
making it across, but they then encounter 
problems when they get to another border. This is 
resulting in significant delays of anything up to two 
days.  
BMRA has raised this issue with the UK 
Government and has been assured it has been 
taken up at Ministerial level. We must therefore 
remain hopeful that these border issues will soon 
be resolved, and that additional paperwork will 
become second nature.  Hopefully too, we will not 
be hampered by a debate over rules of origin.  
Of greater concern is going to be people. With the 
arrival of the Points-Based Immigration System, 
recycling companies could find themselves with a 
recruitment problem. Unless they have achieved 
settled status or are undertaking manager roles, 
employees from the EU can no longer come to the 
UK to work as yard operatives. With the local 

workforce historically shunning work in the 
recycling sector, it is yet to be seen where 
companies will find new recruits.  BMRA has 
developed an apprenticeship for metal recycling 
general operatives that may go some way to plug 
the potential gap and bring on a new generation 
of local metal recyclers.  But whether this will be 
sufficient, only time will tell. 
 
What are your main priorities for the recycling 
industry in 2021?  
As an advocate of metals recycling, I was delighted 
to see EuRIC’s Circular Metals Strategy published 
earlier this month. It effectively identifies those 
areas of challenge and opportunity to help create 
a circular economy for metals in Europe and 
internationally and help drive towards carbon 
neutrality and energy efficiency.   
 

NEWSLETTER  
MONTHLY ISSUE N°53, FEBRUARY 

 
Copyright © 2021 EuRIC AISBL 

M E M B E R  S P O T L I G H T  

https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/
mailto:euric@euric-aisbl.eu
https://twitter.com/EuRIC_Recycling
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euric-aisbl/
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/position-papers/item/479-euric-circular-metals-strategy


 

EuRIC AISBL – Recycling: Bridging circular economy & climate policy                                                                                          2 
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation ●  Europäischer Bund der Recyclingindustrien ●  Confédération Européenne des Industries du Recyclage  

 Transparency Register number : 764633015511-42 

We all know that metal is infinitely recyclable, 
potentially without loss of quality, and its recycling 
brings significant environmental benefits such as 
lower CO2 emissions and water usage compared 
to primary production. However, whilst these 
benefits are understood and widely promoted by 
EuRIC and others, maximising these remain a 
challenge.   
If we focus on steel, the EuRIC strategy document 
notes that Europe could meet 85% of its future 
steel demand by using recycled metal (compared 
to around 55% presently). The environmental and 
human health benefits would be huge.   
Therefore, a priority for the recycling industry 
must be to work with the consumers, regulators, 
and politicians to incentivise the greater use of 
scrap metal.   
In the case of steel, there needs to be an 
encouragement to move towards greater EAF 
production (and to move away from our 
dependence on BOF production). With low carbon 
and renewable energy generation increasing year-
on-year (e.g. the UK is currently 47% renewables 
and 62% low-carbon (source: BEIS)), future steel 
could even become zero carbon. This surely must 
be our shared objective if we are to mitigate the 
worst effects of global warming caused by CO2 
¬emissions and other greenhouse gases? 
In addition to this, there needs to better 
relationships and understanding between 
recyclers and producers, together with a 
recognition that recyclers can properly sort and 
process metals to any specification provided this 
work is rewarded through higher prices paid and 
more favourable payment terms. Unfortunately, 
the current market prices paid do not reward the 
environmental benefits of recycling resulting from 
the use of secondary raw materials. This is a 
significant barrier to further investment by 
recycling companies in improved sorting and 
processing technologies. 
Another priority for the (metals) recycling industry 
must be to lobby the Commission and national 
Governments to promote greater support for 
products containing recycled content. 
For example, the UK Government’s ‘Build Back 
Greener’ plan announced in 2020, offers the 

perfect opportunity to set firm targets in terms of 
green procurement when it comes to awarding 
contracts such as in construction. Where 
practicable, construction companies should be 
contractually obliged to use materials comprising 
set levels of recycled content. This approach 
should be mirrored across the EU. 
In fact, given the UK Government alone procures 
around £50 billion worth of products and services 
each year.  Governments across the EU, and 
indeed the Commission itself should set spending 
targets for sustainable products as part of its green 
procurement policies. 
However, any green procurement policies must be 
coupled with fiscal measures that recognise the 
use of recycled content and even eco-design. 
These could include reduced rate or even zero-
rated VAT as well as carbon credits to better 
support both (metals) recyclers and end-users. 
Ultimately, however, the Commission and national 
governments should go one step further and 
support the EuRIC proposal to introduce a new 
status of ‘secondary raw materials’. This would 
free the recycling industry from the constraints of 
certain waste legislation and place our materials 
on a more level playing field with primary 
materials. 
 
What are for you the main benefits of being a 
EuRIC Member? 
Having been heavily involved with EuRIC since its 
creation, the benefits are clear to me.  EuRIC 
punches well above its weight in terms of 
advocacy on technical matters and its lobbying 
abilities with the European organisations.  
Members receive a wealth of support and 
information that is always delivered quickly and 
succinctly; their interests are effectively 
communicated in a plethora of working groups 
and political decision-makers within the ‘Brussels 
bubble’ and, support is always there whenever 
we’ve needed it.  Emmanuel and his growing team 
supported by the Board (of which I have been 
proud to serve since 2018) have made EuRIC the 
‘go-to’ recycling confederation in Europe.  I believe 
that EuRIC will continue to go from strength-to-
strength.
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Recyclers’ Talks #1 / 22 March 2021 from 16:00 to 17:45 
CET  
EuRIC launches the first webinar of our series Recyclers’ 
Talks entitled Circular Economy: Are we delivering? The 
objective is to discuss what it takes in practice to change 
the business-as-usual scenario and move towards a more 
circular economy with top level representatives from the 
European Parliament, European Commission as well as 
the recycling industry. Check out the agenda and register 
now for free!  
 
 

ERA WG Meeting / Online / 26 January 2021 
The first ERA WG meeting of 2021 took place on 26 January 2021. EuRIC 
provided an overview of the latest updates on regulations affecting the 
recycling industry and had a very fruitful exchange with EuRIC Members on key 
topics, such as the review of the Waste Shipment Regulation and the Industrial 
Emissions Directive. Thank you for your participation!  
 

 
EuRIC Branch Meetings / Online / February 2021 
EuRIC organized several Working Group meetings remotely in the course of 
February 2021. Important issues, such as the upcoming Strategy for Textiles, 
the draft Correspondents Guidelines No 12 and the revision of the HS Codes 
have been discussed. We would like to warmly thank our Members for their 
continuous active participation to our online meetings! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
State Aid / Pan-European research and innovation project covering battery value chain / 26 January 2021 
The European Commission has cleared under EU state aid rules a second major project of common European 
interest ('PIIEC') to support research and innovation in the value chain batteries. Known as the “European 
Battery Innovation” project, it was jointly developed and notified by Germany, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, 
Spain, Finland, France, Greece, Italy, Poland, Slovakia and Sweden. 
 
Proposals / H2020 / 1 February 2021 
The European Commission has received 1550 proposals for the €1 billion Green Deal call, demonstrating an 
impressive response from the research community in Europe and beyond. Eligible proposals will now be 
evaluated by panels of independent experts; the first selected projects will start in the fall of 2021. 
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Public Consultation / Environmental Crime / 8 February 2021  
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on the Environmental Crime Directive. This 
Directive aims to protect the environment through criminal law, appropriate sanctioning and cross-border 
cooperation. The public consultation runs from 8 February to 3 May 2021.  
 
Proposal for extension / EU-UK Trade Agreement / 9 February 2021 
The European Commission has adopted a proposal for a Council Decision regarding the extension until 30 
April 2021 of the provisional application of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) and the 
Agreement concerning security procedures for exchanging and protecting classified information. 
 
Investment / LIFE programme / 17 February 2021  
The European Commission has announced an investment of €121 million for new integrated projects under 
the LIFE programme for the Environment and Climate Action. This funding – increased by 20% compared to 
last year – will promote the green recovery and help Belgium, Germany, Ireland, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Latvia, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal and Slovakia to reach their green targets.  
 
Trade Policy Review / 18 February 2021 
Last year, the European Commission launched a major review of the European Union’s trade policy, including 
a public consultation seeking input from the European Parliament, Member States, stakeholders and civil 
society. The results of this review are now available in form of a Commission communication.  
 
Mergers / Acquisition of joint control of AM InvestCo by Invitalia and ArcelorMittal 
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of joint control 
of AM InvestCo Italy S.p.A. (‘AM InvestCo') of Italy by Agenzia nazionale per l'attrazione degli investimenti e 
lo sviluppo d'impresa S.p.A. (‘Invitalia') also of Italy and ArcelorMittal S.A. of Luxembourg. More information 
is available on the Commission's competition website, in the public case register under the case 
number M.10096.  
 
 
 
Synthesis Report / Chemicals Strategy / 11 January 2021 
The Council of the EU has published a Presidency Synthesis Report as regards to the Communication from 
the European Commission to the European Parliament as regards to the Chemicals Strategy for 
Sustainability.  
 
 
 
Recommendations / EU-UK Deal / 27 January 2021 
The European Parliament ENVI Committee has approved the opinion on the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement (TCA) with 63 votes in favour, 9 against and 7 abstentions, recommending that Parliament 
consents to the Agreement, which covers trade in goods and services, as well as many other areas. 
 
Recommendations / Ecodesign requirements / 1 February 2021 
The European Parliament ENVI Committee has published recommendation for a decision to raise no 
objection to draft Commission Regulation amending Regulations as regards to ecodesign requirements for 
number of domestic appliances and electronics.  
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Draft Report / Environment Action Programme / 3 February 2021  
The European Parliament ENVI Committee has published a draft report for decision on the Environmental 
Action Programme to 2030.   
 
Adoption / Own Initiative Report CEAP / 4 February 2021 
The European Parliament ENVI Committee has adopted its own-initiative report on the New Circular 
Economy Action Plan by 66 votes in favour, 6 against and 7 abstentions. Published by the Commission on 11 
March 2020, the plan aims at accelerating the systemic and transformational change required by the 
European Green Deal’s ambitions. 
 
Adoption / Own Initiative Report CBAM / 5 February 2021  
The European Parliament ENVI Committee has adopted its own-initiative report entitled ‘Towards a WTO-
compatible EU carbon border adjustment mechanism’, which addresses the creation of a carbon border 
adjustment mechanism (CBAM) as proposed by the European Commission in its Communication on the 
European Green Deal. 
 
Opinion / Circular Economy by 2050 / 10 February 2021 
The European Parliament has published its opinion how the EU’s circular economy action plan and what 
additional measures MEPs want to reduce waste and make products more sustainable. 
 
Joint public hearing / Plastics & waste management / 25 February 2021 
The PETI and ENVI Committees held a joint public hearing on plastics and waste management in the circular 
economy. 
 
 
 
Court Case / BAT Conclusions / 27 January 2021 
The Court of Justice of the EU has published case T‑699/17 in which  annulment of Commission Implementing 
Decision (EU) 2017/1442 of 31 July 2017 establishing best available techniques (BAT) conclusions, under 
Directive 2010/75/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council, for large combustion plants was 
sought.  
 

 
Briefing / Digital technologies / 27 January 2021  
The European Environment Agency has published a briefing regarding the fact that digital technologies will 
deliver more efficient waste management in Europe.  
 
Report / Plastics / 28 January 2021 
The European Environment Agency has published a report on plastics titled “Plastics, a growing 
environmental and climate concern: how can Europe revert that trend?”.  
 
Briefing / Plastic in textiles / 28 January 2021 
The European Environment Agency has published a briefing on plastic-based (synthetic) textiles. Those 
synthetic fibers are produced from fossil fuel resources, such as oil and natural gas.  
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Publication / Circular Business Models / 29 January 2021  
The European Environment Agency has published a briefing on a framework to enable circular business 
models in Europe.  
 
Briefing / New approaches for chemicals / 4 February 2021 
The European Environment Agency has published a briefing on designing safe and sustainable products 
which requires a new approach for chemicals.  
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