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EuRIC met on 26 March with Commissioner Virginijus 
Sinkevičius, in charge of Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, to 
exchange about the key priorities of Europe’s recycling industry 
to speed up the transition towards a more Circular Economy 
Action Plan. After an intense week of General Assemblies and 
Recyclers’ Talks#1, this constructive meeting enabled to 
highlight the importance of pulling the demand for recycled 
materials to boost circular value chains, to simplify legislation, in 
particular shipment procedures, so as to support a well-
functioning internal market for recycling, and to ensure 
unhampered access to international markets to upheld the 
competitiveness of Europe’s recycling industry.  

 
 
 
On 1 January 2021, the new Basel plastic waste 
amendments have entered into force in the EU 
and globally. What has since changed for plastics 
recyclers?  
 
The new plastic waste amendment of the Basel 
Convention and its European transposition are a 
puzzle and could be a negative game changer for 
European plastic recyclers. This very positive 
initiative was meant to tackle the marine pollution 
caused by inappropriate management, mostly in 
Asia. But it might end up making plastic recycling 
in Europe more difficult and costly than before. 
Since 1 January, exports of plastic waste that is not 
"almost free of contamination and other type of 
waste" (Y48) are prohibited to non-OECD 
countries and subject to the notification 
procedure for exports to OECD countries. Within 
the EU, exports of polymer mixes are more widely 
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allowed but waste containing non-polymeric 
impurities will be subject to the notification 
procedure (EU48). 
The main challenges of these new regulations are 
to clarify what "almost free of contamination" 
means in concrete terms to establish a 
harmonized interpretation in the EU and to avoid 
that these regulations become an obstacle to 
recycling and circularity of plastics in the EU.  
This risk is real because the notification 
procedures are currently long, costly, must be 
renewed in most cases every year and create 
significant logistical complexities since it is not 
possible to change the carrier or the route. As no 
single country has all the recycling solutions to 
recycle the huge diversity of plastic waste streams, 
the main risk is that more plastic waste ends up 
directed towards incineration and landfill.  
For the moment, it seems that most states are 
waiting for a clarification at the European level. 
However, some have started to apply very low 
thresholds (2% impurities) to accept plastic waste 
on their territory. Similarly, faced with the 
vagueness of the rules, some operators have 
stopped exporting waste to recycling plants 
located in neighbouring countries. 
The outcome of the ongoing negotiations on the 
Correspondent Guidelines, which are meant to 
harmonize interpretations across Member States, 
is therefore crucial. 
Should there be a single threshold regardless of 
the origin of the waste or impurity thresholds for 
each flow according to existing industrial 
standards (as proposed by EuRIC with the 
specifications sheets)? If a single threshold is 
adopted, which is the preferred option of the 
European Commission and the Member States, 
what should it be? For exports outside the EU, 
some of which have caused major problems in the 
past years with very shocking cases of pollution in 
South East Asian countries, the consensus is to 
implement a low impurity threshold of 2% for both 
polymeric and non-polymeric impurities. For 
exports within the EU, the situation is more 
complicated: today, some countries propose a 2% 
impurity threshold, while others acknowledge the 
good level of control of environmental impacts 
within the EU and are open to levels as high as 8 

to 10%. The only consensus reached so far is that 
notification procedures must be more efficient 
and less costly. 
Other questions are more technical. What is an 
impurity? Is a paper label or a cap an impurity 
since they are part of a bottle? Or a metal insert in 
a polypropylene bumper? Our recycling processes 
are designed to extract these materials, that is 
even their raison d'être. We therefore believe that 
there is no reason to penalize these flows and 
subject them to notification. 
We still have some months of discussions ahead. 
 
Why did EuRIC create its own Indicative 
Specification Sheets for main grades of sorted 
plastics?  
 
Our belief is that impurity limits should be aligned 
with the technical specifications of our industry, 
with what recyclers accept and are able to process.  
This is the most effective way to control waste 
flows that today have no recycling solutions and, 
at the same time, to ensure a smooth functioning 
of the European market for secondary raw 
materials. 
Unfortunately, unlike paper and cardboard and 
metals, which have long been organized with 
quality standards harmonized at the European 
level, plastic waste does not have CEN-type quality 
standards. Even if the technical specifications 
negotiated in contractual agreements or, for 
packaging, with EPR schemes, are broadly 
convergent throughout Europe, they are not fixed 
in a standard. Therefore, in order to bring to the 
European Commission and the Member States our 
vision of what "almost free of contamination" 
should be understood, we needed to write down 
these Indicative Specifications Sheets. 
These Indicative Specifications Sheets are not 
meant to replace contractual agreements or EPRs 
scheme specifications. They are meant to be 
compatible with them and reflect the state-of-the-
art of the plastic recycling industry 
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What are your main priorities as EuRIC Board 
Member for the recycling industry in 2021?  
 
Exports and mandatory recycled content remain 
the hot topics of 2021, as they were in 2020. The 
two topics are closely linked and will be debated 
in the final phase of the revision of Waste 
Shipment Regulation. 
My priority for 2021 is to contribute to make the 
public authorities understand that a sustainable 
circular economy in Europe won’t see the light 
without a robust market for secondary raw 
material. Europe’s industry remains mostly linear 
with only 11.9% of raw materials coming from 
recycling. The demand for secondary raw material 
is simply not high enough or not stable enough. 
For example, every time the price of oil slumps, 
plastic recyclers face a drop in demand and find 
themselves having to lower their prices, in some 
extreme cases to levels below their cost of 
production. This is unsustainable and certainly not 
fostering investment in innovation or new 
recycling capacities. 
The only exception is the food grade PET market. 
Since the SUP Directive set an obligation to 
incorporate 25% rPET by 2025, demand and prices 

for rPET are finally stable and significant 
investments in recycling capacities are underway 
across Europe. Mandatory recycled content does 
work. 
Along with my EuRIC Board Member colleagues, I 
will also advocate also for a more levelled playing-
field with imported primary raw materials and 
imported goods. The carbon boarder-adjustment 
mechanism is lagging behind and there are 
currently no plans to take into account the 
environmental and social impacts abroad of the 
extraction of primary raw material. For recycled 
raw materials to be competitive, their 
comparatively reduced environmental-impacts 
needs to be rightly valued. 
I shall also focus on advocating harmonized end-
of-waste status for plastics and launching, along 
with other plastics value-chain associations, the 
work on plastics waste standardization.  
Last but not least, one of my top priorities is to 
convey this complex, fast-changing regulatory and 
political context to my fellow plastic recyclers so 
they can take decision for their business in an 
informed manner; and to build consensus on how 
to efficiently contribute to the regulation-making 
process. 

 
 
 
 
 
EFR-ESG Meeting / Online / 5 March 2021  
EuRIC organized its latest EFR-ESG meeting in early March. Many topics of 
interest for the ferrous metal recycling industry were discussed, such as the 
revision of the ELV & IED Directives and the launch of EuRIC’s very own Circular 
Metals Strategy which is available in English and German. A huge thanks to our 
German members BDSV, VDM & bvse for the translation!  
 
 

Recyclers’ Talks / Online / 22 March 2021 
EuRIC kicked-off its very own webinar series “Recyclers’ Talks” with a 
success on 22 March. The webinar attracted close to 400 participants 
and highlighted that there is no time to waste to implement the Circular 
Economy Agenda. The event was co-organised with the EP Intergroup 
on ‘Climate Change, Biodiversity and Sustainable Development’ and 
featured high-level speakers from both the Institutions and EuRIC. 
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EuRIC General Assemblies / Online / 23-25 March 2021  
EuRIC General Assembly as well as the General Assemblies of all EuRIC branches 
took place in the course of last week. Due to the ongoing pandemic, the 
meetings were organized remotely. EuRIC would like to thank all its members 
for their participation and for all the fruitful discussions – we are very grateful 
for your continuous support and hope to see you soon in person again!  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
European Partnerships / Green Transition / 23 February 2021  
The Commission has proposed to set up 10 new European Partnerships between the European Union, 
Member States and/or the industry. The goal is to speed up the transition towards a green, climate neutral 
and digital Europe, and to make European industry more resilient and competitive. The EU will provide nearly 
€10 billion of funding that the partners will match with at least an equivalent amount of investment. 
 
UN Environment Assembly / 22-23 February 2021  
In the margins of the fifth UN Environment Assembly the EU, teaming up with the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) and in coordination with the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO), launched the Global Alliance on Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency (GACERE).  
Commissioner for the Environment Virginijus Sinkevičius, said: “The transition to a resource-efficient, clean 
and circular economy is increasingly recognised as a must to address the ecological crises the world is 
confronted with. The circular economy offers opportunities for spurring innovation and making the transition 
more equitable by creating green jobs and lowering environmental impacts. With today's launch of the Global 
Alliance on Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency, the EU shows its commitment to work on those matters 
globally.” 
 
EU Industry Days 2021 / 23-26 February 2021 
The EU Industry Days 2021 took place in late February 2021 and President Ursula von der Leyen delivering a 
speech during the opening in which she praised the European industry’s resilience amidst the coronavirus 
pandemic, while highlighting the need to draw the lessons from the crisis. 
 
New energy labels / 1 March 2021  
A new version of the EU energy label is applicable in all shops and online retailers since 1 March 2021. The 
new labels initially apply to four product categories – fridges and freezers, dishwashers, washing machines, 
and television sets (and other external monitors). New labels for light bulbs and lamps with fixed light 
sources will follow on 1 September, and other products will follow in the coming years. 
 
Reports / Sustainable Finance / 8 March 2021  
The European Commission has welcomed the publication of two reports setting out recommendations on 
the development of sustainability reporting standards. These reports, which were prepared at the request 
of the Commission following an invitation by the Council, are an important step in the development of 
corporate sustainability reporting across the EU. 
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Speech / European Battery Alliance / 12 March 2021 
The European Commission has published the speech by Vice-President Šefčovič at the press conference 
following the 5th high-level meeting of the European Battery Alliance. 
 
Public Consultation / Sustainable Product Initiative / 17 March 2021 
The European Commission has opened a public consultation on the sustainable products initiative. This 
initiative, which will revise the Ecodesign Directive and propose additional legislative measures as 
appropriate, aims to make products placed on the EU market more sustainable. The consultation is open 
from 17 March to 9 June 2021.  
 
Advice / Sustainable Finance / 19 March 2021  
The European Commission has welcomed the advice on financing the transition provided by the Platform on 
Sustainable Finance. The Commission will consider the advice when finalising the draft delegated act on 
climate mitigation and climate adaptation, in the context of the Taxonomy Regulation, and when preparing 
its Renewed Sustainable Finance Strategy and other sustainable-finance related initiatives 
 
 
 
Council Conclusions / New Consumer Agenda / 22 February 2021 
The Council of the EU has published its conclusions to the new consumer agenda. The conclusions highlight 
among others the European Green Deal goals of transforming the EU into a fair and prosperous society, with 
a climate-neutral, resource-efficient, clean and circular economy require measures that empower and 
support consumers to play an active role in the green transition.  
 
Cover Note / GACERE / 4 March 2021 
The Council of the EU has published a cover note on the Global Alliance on Circular Economy and Resource 
Efficiency (GACERE) highlighting for instance the policy context and working areas if the alliance.  
 
Cover Note / POPs / 11 March 2021 
The Council of the EU has published a cover note regarding the report from the European Commission on 
the application of the regulation on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).  
 
Approval / Conclusions on Sustainable Chemicals Strategy / 15 March 2021 
The Council of the EU has approved the conclusions on the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability.  
 
 
 
Resolution / WTO-compatible EU carbon border adjustment mechanism / 10 March 2021 
The European Parliament has adopted a resolution on a WTO-compatible EU carbon border adjustment 
mechanism (CBAM) with 444 votes for, 70 against and 181 abstentions. The resolution underlines that the 
EU’s increased ambition on climate change must not lead to ‘carbon leakage’ as global climate efforts will 
not benefit if EU production is just moved to non-EU countries that have less ambitious emissions rules. 
 
Legislative initiative report / Company due diligence / 10 March 2021  
A new legislative initiative report has been adopted by 504 votes in favour, 79 against and 112 abstention. 
It calls for the urgent adoption of a binding EU law that ensures companies are held accountable and liable 
when they harm - or contribute to harming - human rights, the environment and good governance. It must 
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also guarantee that victims can access legal remedies. The Commission has announced it will present its 
legislative proposal on the matter later this year. 
 
Amendments / Own-resources based on non-recycled plastic waste packaging / 18 March 2021 
European Parliament’s Committee on Budgets has published amendments (1,2) to the proposal for a 
regulation of collection of own resources accruing form value added tax and own resource based on non-
recycled plastic packaging waste. 
 
 
 
Summary / Authorization decisions for REACH / 11 March 2021 
The European Commission has published a summary of authorization decisions for REACH in the Official 
Journal of the EU.  
 

 
SCIP Database / Delay in dissemination / 15 March 2021 
ECHA has published a press release on the delay in the dissemination of the SCIP database due to 
unexpected technical issues.  
 

 
 
 

02/03/2021 EuRIC calls upon the Commission to support continued use of tyre-derived 
granular infill 

 

03/03/2021 EuRIC Press Release to Support Continued Use of Tyre-derived Granular 
Infill  

04/03/2021 EURIC DEFIENDE EL USO EN CAMPOS DE CÉSPED ARTIFICIAL DEL 
GRANULADO PROCEDENTE DE NEUMÁTICOS RECICLADOS 

 

04/03/2021 EuRIC Lobbies European Commission 
 

05/03/2021 EuRIC calls upon the European Commission to support use of tire-derived 
infill  

09/03/2021 Ban tyre granules at your peril, says EuRIC 
 

09/03/2021 EuRIC calls upon the Commission to support continued use of tyre-derived 
granular infill  

10/03/2021 Euric opposes ban on use of tyre-derived rubber infill in artificial turf 
pitches  

24/03/2021 Circular Economy: Are we delivering?  

EURIC I N  T H E  P R E S S  

E U R O P E A N  C H E M I C A L S  A G E N C Y  (E C H A)   

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
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https://weibold.com/euric-calls-upon-the-european-commission-to-support-use-of-tire-derived-infill
https://recyclinginternational.com/rubber/ban-tyre-granules-at-your-peril-says-euric/33037/
https://worldofrecycling.ro/2021/03/09/euric-calls-upon-the-commission-to-support-continued-use-of-tyre-derived-granular-infill/?lang=en
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