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You recently took the role as Chairwoman of 
EuRIC’s European Shredder Group (ESG). What do 
you expect to be the main activities of this group 
in 2021 and beyond? 
 
We are facing a challenging period within the 
European Shredder Group and with EuRIC in 
general.  Covid is a small paragraph compared to 
the problem of climate change we are facing. 
Texas under the snow, and us without water in the 
summer. This requires global transformation.  
At European level, many things are already in 
motion: the revision of the ELV Directive, the 
Green Deal, the revision of the Waste Shipment 
Regulation (WSR) and the possible huge impact on 
our free world trade.  Emmanuel's team will 
certainly not be short of work.  Together with the 
national federations and their representatives, we 
will have to deal with these and new topics.  The 
recycling industry is a recognized valuable player 
but this is not enough to face climate change. We 
need to create a circular economy. As long as our 
industry is not involved in every step from the 
beginning, there will be no circular economy. So, 
let’s make circular thinking the new normal to 
create a better world for ourselves and the future 
generations. 
 
What are your main priorities with regard to the 
ongoing revision of the End-of-life vehicles (ELV) 
Directive? 
 
The revision of the ELV Directive is an opportunity 
to redefine the export of end-of-life vehicles.  We  

 
are all familiar with the gigantic export figures (4.2 
million cars) that escape our European processing 
centres every year.  But it is our European duty to 
export clean cars with respect to people’s needs 
and wishes in other parts of the world and this in 
an environmentally responsible way. More 
adequate controls and a financial value to the 
destruction certificate, will help to monitor the 
leakage flows. The revision of the directive allows 
us hopefully to strengthen our contacts with car 
manufacturers.  The car that rolls off the line 
somewhere today, will reach our processing 
centres within 12 to 15 years.  The dialogue must 
give shape to the design for recycling principle.  
Our technical know-how and practical experience 
can help the automotive industry to produce cars 
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that are fully recyclable once they have reached 
their end of life. Meanwhile, an economic and 
ecologically feasible policy is needed for current 
end-of-life vehicles with respective responsibilities 
between the different actors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do you think are the main benefits of being 
a EuRIC Member? 
 
EuRIC is our window and link to the European 
Commission.  Europe's role is growing and, frankly, 
I am convinced that more Europe is needed.  The 
many sometimes contradictory national laws and 
actions ask for more harmonisation.  EuRIC 
membership enables our national federations and 
companies to have a loud and clear voice.  Our 
input at European level, via EuRIC, can prevent 
unworkable or unrealistic legislation, affecting our 
day-to-day business in a world economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
EuRIC participation at Altpapiertag  / Online / 22 April 2021  
EuRIC Secretary General Emmanuel Katrakis took part in bvse’s first TV-format 
Altpapiertag. Emmanuel explained the “regulatory tsunami”, Green Deal and its 
impacts on the recycling industry. Thank you for the invitation and 
congratulations on this great event to our bvse colleagues!   
 
 

Recyclers’ Talks #2 / Online / 4 May 2021  
EuRIC will hold its second Recyclers’ Talks on “Making Textiles Circular 
– What is needed?” on 4 May from 10:00 to 11:30 CEST. Speakers from 
the European Commission, European Parliament, NGOs, as well as the 
textile and the recycling industry will look at what the various 
stakeholders can do to reach circularity in textiles. All information and 
the link to register for free can be found here.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Final Report / Serious and organized crime / 17 March 2021 
The EU has published a final report entitled “Mapping the risk of serious and organised crime infiltrating 
legitimate businesses”. This report, initiated by the European Commission, DG Migration and Home Affairs 
looks at how to improve the evidence-base in relation to serious and organised crime (SOC) in the EU.  
 
Guidelines / Environmental Liability / 24 March 2021 
The European Commission has published guidelines which clarify the scope of the term 'environmental 
damage' in the Directive on Environmental Liability. These guidelines will help Member States to better 
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assess in which ways damage to water, land and protected species and natural habitats must be prevented 
or restored by explaining the scope of each of these categories in detail. 
 
Report / Restriction of certain hazardous substances in EEE / 14 April 2021 
The European Commission has published a report on the restriction of the use of certain hazardous 
substances in electrical and electronic equipment (EEE).  
 
EU ETS / GHG emissions fell by 13.3% / 15 April 2021  
Greenhouse gas emissions from operators covered by the EU Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) fell by 13.3% 
in 2020 compared to 2019 levels. This reduction resulted from an 11.2% decrease in emissions from 
stationary installations and a 64.1% decrease in emissions from aviation. Further information can be found 
here.  
 
Provisional Agreement / European Climate Law / 21 April 2021  
The European Commission has welcomed the provisional agreement between the co-legislators of the 
European Climate Law. President Ursula von der Leyen said: “I am delighted that we have reached an 
agreement on this core element of the European Green Deal. Our political commitment to becoming the first 
climate neutral continent by 2050 is now also a legal commitment. The Climate Law sets the EU on a green 
path for a generation. It is our binding pledge to our children and grandchildren.” 
 
Adoption / Sustainable Finance & Taxonomy / 21 April 2021  
The European Commission has adopted an ambitious and comprehensive package of measures to help 
improve the flow of money towards sustainable activities across the European Union.  
 
Mergers / Commission clears creation of a joint venture by Aurubis and TSR 
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the creation of a joint venture 
by Aurubis and TSR, a subsidiary of Remondis (Rethmann Group), all based in Germany. The joint venture 
will be active in the dismantling of cables. More information is available on the 
Commission's competition website, in the case register under the case number M.10157.  
 
Mergers / Commission approves acquisition of certain Suez waste management companies by the Schwarz 
Group 
The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the acquisition of certain Suez 
waste management companies in Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Poland, by the Schwarz 
Group. The full press release is available here.  
 
 
 
Proposal / Stockholm Convention / 13 April 2021  
The Council of the EU has published a proposal for a Council decision on the position to be taken on behalf 
of the European Union at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention 
on Persistent Organic Pollutants as regards the amendment proposal of Annex A. 
 
 
 
Adopted text / Ecodesign requirements / 9 February 2021  
The European Parliament has published the adopted text as regards to the non-objection to an implementing 
measure on ecodesign requirements for energy-related products. 
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Draft Opinion / European Strategy for critical raw materials / 24 March 2021 
The European Parliament’s ENVI Committee has published its draft opinion the European Strategy for critical 
raw materials.  
 
Report / Reducing marine litter / 25 March 2021 
The European Parliament has published a report urging the EU to take drastic action to reduce marine litter. 
In a report adopted by 646 votes in favour, 3 against and 39 abstentions, MEPs stress that marine litter, and 
especially micro and nano plastic, “poses a serious threat to a number of marine animal species”, as well as 
to fishermen and consumers. 
 
Report / Environmental damage / 6 April 2021 
The European Parliament has published a report on liability of companies for environmental damage.  
 
Press release / EU-India cooperation / 16 April 2021 
The European Parliament has published a press release on the cooperation between the EU and India, 
ranging from trade to climate.  
 
 
 
Publication / CLP Regulation / 20 April 2021  
The European Commission has published in the Official Journal of the EU a delegated regulation amending 
part 1 of Annex VI to the Regulation on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures 
(CLP).  
 

 
Press release / Candidates for regulatory action / 21 April 2021  
ECHA has identified nearly 300 chemicals as candidates for regulatory action. ECHA’s third report on its 
Integrated Regulatory Strategy gives the latest on the Agency’s work to identify and manage chemicals that 
may pose risks to people and the environment, as well as recommendations to authorities and industry on 
managing the risks. 
 
 
 
 
 
Report / Circular Economy / 13 April 2021  
The European Investment Bank has published a report on their work on circular economy. The report details 
the Bank’s activities in the sector and highlights key projects. The stories, videos and case studies, illustrate 
how the Bank’s financing and advice help countries, regions and cities. 
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02/04/2021 Tyre industry and environmentalists lock horns over potential rubber infill 
ban 

 

22/04/2021 EuRIC welcomes provisional agreement on European Climate Law  

23/04/2021 EuRIC welcomes the provisional agreement on the European Climate Law 
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