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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
EuRIC has officially launched its Waste Shipment Task
Force in 2020. Why did you decide to join & become
the Chair?
Working for a company with locations in 10 different
European countries, the transboundary movement of
waste is part of our daily business. So are the struggles
that occur when applying the set of rules for the
transboundary movement of waste. In many cases,
these struggles simply arise from unclear wording or
different interpretations of the rules in between the EU
member states.
As member and chair of the Waste Shipment Task
Force, I have the opportunity to tackle these struggles
that we have to deal with every day, directly at their
roots. So that the work invested in the activities of the
task force will (hopefully) pay out in the form of less
work in daily business.
As Chair of the Waste Shipment Task Force, what are
your main priorities?
Especially in view of the European Green New Deal, we
need a set of rules for the transboundary movement of
waste that allow for fast and easy shipments of waste
in between member states, so that it is guaranteed that
the treatment happens in the most suitable facility. The
current Waste Shipment Regulation rather hinders
waste shipments, especially when looking at amber
listed waste. In addition, the definition and
differentiation for green, amber and not listed waste
differ from country to country, and sometimes even
within a country. Because of this, operators are often
facing legal uncertainties. My main priorities therefore,
aside from trying to make the procedures easier and
smoother, are to help eradicating these ambiguities

and uncertainties. For example, clear and harmonized
rules for waste classification as well as defined quality
standards for green listed waste are necessary, in my
opinion.
Another priority is to keep the market for Raw
Materials from Recycling (RMR) working. At the
moment, demand in Europe for RMR is insufficient to
absorb the whole supply. To keep the market
functioning, therefore, a two-tier approach is
necessary. On the one hand, measures to fuel the
demand for RMR in Europe should be adopted, taking
into account that at the moment only 12 % of all raw
materials in Europe originate from recycling. Possible
measures could be, for example, a bonus within the EU
ETS for the usage of RMR instead of primary raw
materials, or mandatory recycled content for certain
products.
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As long as there is an oversupply in Europe, the
recycling industry needs on the other hand access to
the export market. This will ensure that the oversupply
of high-quality RMR, after all necessary treatment
steps have been done, can be shipped to customers
overseas who need these in their production
processes. Establishing, maintaining and uniformly
enforcing practice-oriented, working procedures for
overseas shipping of RMR is therefore also key.

What do you expect from the forthcoming revision of
the Waste Shipment Regulation?
I can sum it up in three words: Clarification,
harmonization, digitalization. By clarification I mean
that we need a clearly defined set of rules that
everybody who deals with waste shipments can
understand and apply. Harmonization means that this
set of rules is applied and interpreted equally, in all
member states. And finally, we must transfer the waste
shipment procedures into the 21st century, getting rid
of paper-based procedures and using digital tools
instead.

EURIC ACTIVITIES
CIMPA - A CIrcular Multilayer Plastic Approach for value retention of end-of-life multilayer films
On 16 and 17 June 2021, the Project Partners of CIMPA - A CIrcular Multilayer Plastic Approach for value retention of
end-of-life multilayer films - gathered to officially kick-off this HORIZON 2020 project.
With 2.6Mt of multilayers films waste incinerated or landfilled every
year due to a lack of economically and environmentally sustainable
recycling solutions, more than €3B multilayer plastic films value is
lost to the economy every year.
Innovative solutions are thus absolutely essential to turn a mostly
linear way of managing this waste stream into a fully circular one.
‘The EU-funded CIMPA project wants to create an economy in
which multilayer plastic films never become waste’ stressed Celine
CHEVALLIER from IPC which coordinates the project.
In concrete terms, the purpose of CIMPA is to develop a recycling value chain for post-industrial and post-consumer
multilayer films (from food and agricultural applications) to retain from 12% up to 72% of their value yield based on a
synergetic approach combining
i.
innovative compositional sorting (combining NIR- and digital watermarking sorting),
ii.
mechanical and physical (dissolution) recycling,
iii.
decontamination process and
iv.
upgrading (advanced scCO2-based decontamination, properties tuning) solutions. Up to 2.34Mt/y of recycled
materials will be saved and reintroduced in production to substitute virgin materials.
A key objective of the overall process will be to produce recycled materials compliant with (i) agriculture standards
and (ii) food contact applications. CIMPA will retain in the economy €0,3B to €2,2M/y of multilayer plastic films value,
and reduce CO2 emissions by 2.1Mt/y equivalent to 0.15% of whole EU CO2 emissions.
Coordinated by IPC – Centre Technique Industriel de la Plasturgie et des Composites – CIMPA’s Partners gather 4
experienced Research & Technology Organisations (IPC, AIMPLAS, VTT, TNO), 2 cutting edge technology-providers
(PELLENC, FILIGRADE), 1 waste management and recycling company (PAPREC), 3 multilayer producers (LEYGATECH,
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EVERSIA, BARBIER), 1 institute for consumer attitude/acceptance studies (PROSPEX),
1 association representing the plastic recycling industry (EuRIC) and 1 consultant
company (BENKEI).
Through the development of innovative recycling solutions for multilayer films,
CIMPA will contribute to the achievement of the objectives set by the European
Green Deal, the new Circular Economy Action Plan and the EU Plastics Strategy.
Follow CIMPA’s progress on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook.
EuRIC participation at BIR World Convention / Online / 31 May – 2 June 2021
EuRIC Secretary General Emmanuel Katrakis and Senior Policy Officer Julia Blees
participated to the BIR World Recycling Convention & Exhibition that was held in a TVformat with plenary sessions and lively panel discussions but also featured on-demand
news, interviews, market reports and company videos. Emmanuel & Julia provided
insights in the revision of the Waste Shipment Regulation and shared their thoughts
on various other topics such as European end of waste for recovered paper.
EuRIC participation at HPI International Conference / Online / 2 June 2021
EuRIC Scientific and Policy Adviser Alejandro Navazas participated to the International
conference of the Association of Hellenic Plastics Industries (HPI) “Recycling in the
Circular Economy: Challenges and Opportunities” and presented “Recyclers needs
and challenges”. The recording of the event is available here.

EuRIC participation at bvse Branchenforum / Online / 17 June 2021
EuRIC Senior Policy Officer Julia Blees partcipated to bvse’s Branchenforum to shed
some light on Europe’s green agenda with the European Green Deal and Circular
Economy Action Plan as well as to give a brief overview of all upcoming European and
international changes regarding WEEE.

Recyclers’ Talks / Online / June 2021
EuRIC closed the season with two Recyclers’ Talks in June! The first one on
7 June focused on metals and the fact that more can be done to better
reward metal recycling and circular metal value chains, while preserving the
competitiveness of Europe’s recycling industry. The second one on 16 June
focussed on tyres and to discuss what is needed to achieve more circularity
in tyres and a more sustainable value chain. Stay tuned for further Recyclers’
Talks after the summer break!
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EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS ACTIVITIES
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
European Green Week / 31 May – 4 June 2021
From 31 May to 4 June 2021, EU Green Week - Europe’s biggest annual event on environmental policy - explored
possibilities to make the EU’s zero pollution ambition a reality. It allowed citizens across the EU to discuss zero
pollution from its many angles at the virtual conference, and at almost 600 partner events taking place all over Europe.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s welcome speech at the Green Week can be found here.
Public Consultation / Designing mobile phones & tablets / 31 May 2021
The European Commission has opened a public consultation to design mobile phones and tablets to be sustainable.
This initiative was planned under the Circular Economy Action Plan 2020 and is in line with European Green Deal
objectives on efficient use of resources and is open for feedback until 23 August 2021.
Guidelines / Single-use plastic products / 31 May 2021
The European Commission has published a guidance document on single-use plastic products in accordance with
Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 June 2019 on the reduction
of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment.
Launch / Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform / 4 June 2021
The European Commission and the European Committee of the Regions have launched a Stakeholder Platform to help
implement the EU Action Plan: “Towards Zero Pollution for Air, Water and Soil”. The Action Plan – a key deliverable of
the European Green Deal and the main topic of this year’s EU Green Week – was adopted on 12 May 2021. It sets out
an integrated vision for 2050 to reduce pollution to levels that are no longer harmful to human health and natural
ecosystems, as well as intermediary targets for 2030, and actions to achieve the objectives.
Publication / Facts & Figures EU Ecolabel / 5 June 2021
The European Commission has published facts & figures regarding the growing number of EU Ecolabel products and
licenses (as per March 2021).
Public Consultation / REACH / 21 June 2021
The European Commission has opened a public consultation to amend Annexes VI to X of the Regulation on the
registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction of chemicals (REACH) to clarify unclear or inconsistent wording
in these annexes. The public consultation is open until 19 July 2021.
Feedback / Draft Act amendment Annex XIV REACH / 24 June 2021
The European Commission has opened feedback to the Draft Act amendment to Annex XIV of the Regulation on the
registration, evaluation, authorisation and restriction of chemicals (REACH). Feedback can be submitted until 22 July
2021.
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Draft Conclusions / EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change / 18 May 2021
The Council of the EU has published revised draft council conclusions on the new EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate
Change.
Progress Report / Batteries and Waste Batteries Regulation / 28 May 2021
The Council of the EU has published a progress report regarding the proposal for a Regulation of the European
Parliament and of the Council concerning batteries and waste batteries, repealing Directive 2006/66/EC and amending
Regulation (EU) No 2019/1020.
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Cover Note / Taxonomy Regulation / 14 June 2021
The Council of the EU has published a cover note to the Regulatory Scrutiny Board’s opinion on the Commission
Delegated Regulation supplementing the Taxonomy Regulation.
Council Presidency / Slovenia / 1 July 2021
As of 1 July 2021, Slovenia will take over the rotating Council of the EU presidency. Slovenia’s six-month programme
of the Presidency of the Council of the EU is based on four priorities. Under the slogan “Together. Resilient. Europe.”,
Slovenia will strive to facilitate the EU’s recovery and reinforce its resilience, reflect on the future of Europe, strengthen
the rule of law and European values, and increase security and stability in the European neighbourhood. Further
information on the Presidency programme can be found here.
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Amendments / Proposed Batteries Regulation / 9 June 2021
The European Parliament’s Committee on Industry, Research and Energy has published amendments 51-352 to the
draft opinion on the Regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries.
Exchange / Proposed Batteries Regulation / 15 June 2021
Members of the European Parliament’s ENVI Committee have exchanged with the European Commission on the
proposal for a regulation on sustainable batteries.
Adoption / EU Environment Action Programme / 15 June 2021
The European Parliament’s ENVI Committee has adopted its position on the “eight General Union Environment Action
Programme (EAP) to 2030” with 60 votes to 13 and 3 abstentions.
Publication / Study on environmental crime / 16 June 2021
The European Parliament requested by the JURI Committee has published a study on “Tackling Environmental Crimes
under EU Law: The Liability of Companies in the Context of Corporate Mergers and Acquisitions”.
Amendments / Proposed Batteries Regulation / 22 June 2021
The European Parliament’s Committee on Transport and Tourism has published amendments 1-75 to the draft opinion
on the Regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries.
Endorsement / Climate Law / 24 June 2021
The European Parliament has endorsed the Climate Law, agreed informally with member states in April, with 442 votes
to 203 and 51 abstentions. It transforms the European Green Deal’s political commitment to EU climate neutrality by
2050 into a binding obligation. It gives European citizens and businesses the legal certainty and predictability they
need to plan for this transition. After 2050, the EU will aim for negative emissions.
OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Publication / CLP Regulation / 28 May 2021
The European Commission has published in the Official Journal of the EU the Delegated Regulation amending, for the
purposes of its adaptation to technical and scientific progress, Part 3 of Annex VI to the CLP Regulation.
CEN-CENELEC
General Assembly / Membership British Member BSI / 24 June 2021
The CEN and CENELEC General Assemblies have agreed to revise the membership arrangements in their statutes,
reflecting the UK’s departure from the EU. The agreement comes after careful consideration by the CEN and CENELEC
members of the impacts of the UK’s exit from the EU on the European standardization system and on the
organisations’ membership statutes.
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EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY

(ECHA)

Report / REACH & CLP / June 2021
ECHA has published its five-yearly report on the operation of REACH and CLP which presents a detailed picture on how
the operations have impacted worker and consumer health, environmental protection, innovation, competitiveness
and internal market functions. It also highlights that challenges remain and the findings will be used to inform the
Commission in their general assessments of REACH and CLP in the coming years.

EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

(EEA)

Publication / Annual Environmental Performance Report / 27 May 2021
The European Environment Agency has published its latest environmental performance report. The data shows that
the Agency’s work and operations in 2020 led to considerably lower impacts on the environment due mostly to
restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

EURIC IN THE PRESS
Please click on the icon to read the corresponding article.

07/06/2021

Car industry unconvinced by calls for mandatory recycled plastic target

08/06/2021

Circular metals and global value chains

09/06/2021

Exportrestricties zouden een circulair Europa in de weg staan

23/06/2021

A CIrcular Multilayer Plastic Approach for value retention of end-of-life
multilayer films

EVENTS
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