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What are your main responsibilities within EuRIC?  
 
Europe faces serious challenges linked to the climate 
crisis that can only be addressed collectively. To 
accelerate the transition to a greener Europe, it is 
essential to invest in creative and innovative ideas and 
transferring this knowledge to society as a whole. I 
strongly believe that EU funding programmes are a 
powerful instrument to overcome these challenges 
and being part of a team as project officer, contributing 
to Europe’s future, is a source of pride and a great 
responsibility. 
My duties at EuRIC include project management of EU-
funded projects (from the design of applications to 
implementation tasks, quality control, external 
communication, dissemination and reporting) as well 
as analysis of political, technical and regulatory aspects 
of European and national developments impacting the 
recycling industries, in particular of waste, chemicals 
and industrial emissions legislation, among others. 
In addition, I am pleased to participate in CIMPA, an EU 
funded, HORIZON 2020 project, that was recently 
launched in June. This three-year-long project aims to 
develop a circular economy system that prevents 
multilayer films from becoming waste. EuRIC, as a work 
package leader at CIMPA and benefiting from its 
expertise and extensive industry relationships, will 
coordinate pre-normative studies as well as 
communication, dissemination, and exploitation 
activities, with the intention of maximizing CIMPA 
outreach. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Can you give us a little insight about your educational 
background and previous work experiences?  
 
I hold a bachelor’s degree in Chemical Engineering and 
a master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA) 
from the University of Malaga. Prior to joining EuRIC, I 
had been working as project coordinator at the 
International Relations Office of the University of 
Malaga for almost 5 years, where I had contributed 
with major achievements to further extend UMA’s 
international visibility, strategic partnerships, projects 
managerial excellence and engagement in EU projects. 
Thanks to my work experience, I have gained a very 
good knowledge of PM methodology tools and 
techniques, including planning, monitoring, evaluation, 
project closure and post project activities.  
I have had the opportunity to travel and give several 
talks about internationalisation and cooperation 
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through EU-funded projects in Tunisia, Iran, and Hong 
Kong among others. Certainly, one of the most 
rewarding aspects of my job is meeting people from all 
over the world and from different backgrounds 
(universities, research centers, associations, SMEs, 
NGOs, councils, etc.) and working together towards 
worthwhile and challenging goals. 
 
You are the newest member of EuRIC Secretariat. 
Why did you decide to apply for the Project Officer 
position?  
 
After more than four years working at the University of 
Malaga, managing EU-funded projects, I was seeking to 
leverage my experience in a position within the field of 
environment sustainability.  For this reason, I was 
excited to learn about the job offer at EuRIC, since I 

thought that my background in engineering and my 
professional experience in project management would 
perfectly fit with this position.   
I am passionate about the environment and 
sustainability, and it seemed to me that EuRIC would 
present exciting challenges that allow me to use my 
interest and experience with growing sustainability 
efforts. 
Furthermore, I have always believed that a 
multinational and multilingual environment is very 
enriching and stimulating.  EuRIC offers the 
opportunity to work with recycling associations and 
companies from all Europe, representing their interest 
and serving as a platform for information, cooperation, 
and exchange of best practices on all European 
recycling matters, which I find fascinating and 
something to look forward to. 

 
 
 
 

 
EuRIC’s EFR Branch joins Team Stainless / 29 June 2021 
The Team Stainless partners welcome EuRIC’s European Ferrous Recovery 
and Recycling Branch (EFR) to the team. Team Stainless is an informal 
alliance of the European Ferrous Recovery and Recycling Branch, Eurofer, 
the International Chromium Development Association, the International 
Molybdenum Association, the International Nickel Study Group, the 
International Stainless Steel Forum, and the Nickel Institute. Its primary 

function is to support the stainless steel industry by providing accurate and industry-leading information about the 
properties and sustainable benefits of stainless steel. Further information on Team Stainless can be found here.  
 
 
EFR-ESG Meeting / Online / 1 July 2021  
EuRIC’s European Shredder Group (EFR) meeting took place in early July. Highlight of 
the meeting was the presentation of the European Commission representative 
working on end-of-life vehicles giving EuRIC members an update of the upcoming 
inititaitves and possibilities for the review of the ELV-Directive. Further topics 
discussed included the revision of the Waste Shipment Regulation as well as the EU’s 
Stratgey on Critical Raw Materials.  
 
 

EU Circular Talks on Textiles / Online / 6 July 2021  
EuRIC co-hosted an EU Circular Talks on “How can EU policy drive circularity in 
textiles?” together with RREUSE, RVO, SMEunited and the European Circular 
Economy Stakeholder Platform. The event was a huge success with more than 200 
registrtaions and participants from the European Commission, European Parliament, 
the Dutch government as well as from various stakeholders across the textile value 
chain. The recording of the event is available here.   
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EuRIC participation at EU-Nigeria Business Forum / Online / 27 July 2021 
EuRIC Policy Director Julia Blees partcipated to the EU-Nigeria Business Forum on 27 
July 2021 to highlight the important role of recyclers in the Circular Economy. 
Furthermore, Nigerian companies shared their recycling innovations with the 
pannelists, ranging from  collection systems to recycling solutions.   
 
 
 

COP-15 / Online / 26 – 30 July 2021  
The Conferences of the Parties to the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions (COP-
15) are being held in two segments, an online segment from 26 to 30 July 2021, and a face-
to-face segment over two weeks in 2022 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. EuRIC Secretariat 
will participate to both segments to represent the interests of the European recycling 
industry at international level. Further information, such as the agenda of COP-15, can be 
found here.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Guide / Incentives to boost the Circular Economy / 21 June 2021  
The European Commission has published a guidance document titled Incentives to boost the Circular Economy - A 
guide for Public Authorities to support public authorities in identifying the most suited incentives to speed up the 
transition towards a circular economy at national, regional or local level. 
 
Meeting / Industrial Forum / 29 June 2021 
The European Commission has conveyed the second meeting of the EU Industrial Forum, an open and inclusive 
consultative body that supports the Commission in the implementation of the Industrial Strategy. The Forum gathers 
to discuss actions foreseen in the European Industrial Strategy as updated in May 2021, in particular the development 
of transition pathways to help accelerate the green and digital transformations of the industry while increasing its 
resilience, and support further analysis of Europe’s strategic dependencies. 
 
#EUBeachCleanup / July 2021  
Every year, the EU organises an ocean-activism and awareness-raising campaign - #EUBeachCleanup - featuring events 
across the world. Teaming up with the United Nations and the Smurfs, the EU strongly believes that all can make a 
real difference for our blue planet, taking responsible action as individuals and collectively. Further information on the 
campaign can be found here.  
 
Dedicated Website / SUP / July 2021  
The European Commission has launched a dedicated website with information about EU restrictions on certain single 
use plastic products. The website features information, publications, animations and videos.  
 
Press Release / JRC & greener products / 2 July 2021 
The European Commission has published a press release on how Joint Research Centre (JRC) scientists are filling the 
data gaps for greener everyday products. 
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Adoption / Sustainable Finance Strategy / 6 July 2021 
The European Commission has adopted a number of measures to increase its level of ambition on sustainable finance. 
The measures range from the new Sustainable Finance Strategy which sets out several initiatives to tackle climate 
change, and other environmental challenges, while increasing investment to a Delegated Act on the information to be 
disclosed by financial and non-financial companies about how sustainable their activities are, based on Article 8 of the 
EU Taxonomy. 
 
Adoption / Fit for 55 / 14 July 2021 
The European Commission has adopted a package of proposals to make the EU’s climate, energy, land use, transport 
and taxation policies fit for reducing net greenhouse gas emissions by at least 55% by 2030, compared to 1990 levels. 
Achieving these emission reductions in the next decade is crucial to Europe becoming the world’s first climate-neutral 
continent by 2050 and making the European Green Deal a reality. 
 
Recommendation / Collection and recycling of light-EV batteries / 19 July 2021 
The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) has published a study that assesses how best to identify at 
the European level an additional fifth category of batteries – those used for Light Means of Transport (LMT) such as e-
bikes and similar new products – which would ensure their appropriate collection and recycling. 
 
Public Consultation / ELV-Directive / 20 July 2021 
The European Commission has published a public consultation to review the End-of-Life Vehicles (ELV) Directive. This 
initiative proposes improved collection, treatment and recycling of ELVs. It aims to ensure consistency with European 
Green Deal objectives by encouraging the car industry to adopt a sustainable model for the design and production of 
cars. The public consultation is open until 26 October 2021.  
 
 
 
 
Adoption / Position on Climate Law / 28 June 2021 
The Council of the EU has adopted its position at first reading on the European climate law, ending the adoption 
procedure and setting into legislation the objective of a climate-neutral EU by 2050. This follows a political agreement 
reached with the European Parliament on 21 April and the Parliament’s adoption of its position at first reading on 24 
June. 
 
Publication / List of Working papers / 2 July 2021  
The Council of the EU has published a List of Working Papers (WKs) distributed in the Working Party on the 
Environment (WPE) and the Working Party on International Environment Issues (WPIEI) in the period of January - June 
2021.  
 
 
 
Press Release / Environment Action Plan / 5 July 2021 
The European Parliament has published a press release on the EU Environment Action Plan to 2030.  According to the 
Parliament, the EU should shift towards a sustainable well-being economy with the Sustainable Development Goals 
as the foundation. A wellbeing economy is one where public interest determines economics and not the other way 
around. 
 
Amendments / Proposed Batteries Regulation / 15 July 2021 
The European Parliament’s Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee has published a draft opinion on the 
proposed regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries. 
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Publication / Climate Law / 9 July 2021 
The Regulation (EU) 2021/1119 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 June 2021 establishing the 
framework for achieving climate neutrality and amending Regulations (EC) No 401/2009 and (EU) 2018/1999 
(‘European Climate Law’) has been published in the Official Journal of the EU.  
 
 
 

 
 
Environmental Assessment / Portuguese and Slovenian Presidencies / 1 July 2021 
The European Environment Agency has published a press release reviewing the environmental ambitions of the 
Portuguese and Slovenian presidencies of the Council of the EU.  
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20/07/2021 
BIR report highlights increase in proportion of paper and board made 
from recovered fibre  

20/07/2021 Industry report: a partnership to beat battery fires? 
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