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What are your main responsibilities within EuRIC?  
 
When I started at EuRIC almost three years ago, I took 
over the work within our recovered paper branch ERPA 
and started to look after cross-cutting issues for 
example arising from the Waste Shipment Regulation 
and Waste Framework Directive. Additionally, I also 
took over as mastermind behind the EuRIC Newsletter 
that you are currently reading. As EuRIC grew bigger 
over the years, my responsibilities equally grew: In late 
2019, I also happily took the lead within our new 
branch EuRIC Textiles. To summarize, I would say I am 
looking after various issues that are of importance for 
the recycling industry and continue to be amazed by 
the huge variety of topics that are on my desk every 
day. 
 
Can you give us a little insight about your educational 
background and previous work experiences?  
 
I studied law with a focus on criminal law at University 
of Trier in Germany and obtained my first law degree 
in 2013. However, in order to become a so-called “fully-
qualified lawyer” in Germany, it was mandatory to 
undergo a two-year clerkship after university which I 
then did until 2015. Among the highlights of my 
clerkship were that I was able to observe an autopsy, a 
house search under warrant and act as the prosecutor 
in court. As if this wasn’t already enough studying, I 
decided to pursue a Master of Laws (LL.M.) at George 
Mason University in Arlington, Virginia focused on 
American law. During my time in the United Sates, I 
also interned at the World Bank and the Center for the 
Protection of Intellectual Property (CPIP) and finally, 
before joining EuRIC, I worked for a Brussels-based  
 

 
consultancy advising multi-national companies in 
environmental, health and safety (EHS) law.  
 
Tell us a little bit about yourself. What are your 
hobbies, where are you from, etc.?  
 
I grew up in a small village in the south-west of 
Germany very close to the borders of France and 
Luxembourg – actually, very close to the 
Luxembourgish town of Schengen where the famous 
Schengen Agreement was signed in 1985. During the 
Covid-lockdown, I have found my passion for baking: 
from sourdough bread to apple crumble – nothing that 
I didn’t try but not always with very great success. 
Other than that, I do enjoy going on hikes through the 
forests close to my hometown in Germany, reading, 
doing yoga and whenever really possible again 
travelling the world. 
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#EUCircularTalks: Green Taxation / Online / 3 September 2021  
EuRIC together with Innowo co-hosted an #EUCircularTalks entitled “Greening taxation 
to support the transition towards a climate neutral and circular economy”.  As a 
Member of the Coordination Group of the European Circular Economy Stakeholder 
Platform (ECESP), EuRIC is coordinating the activities of the Platform on economic 
incentives. Green taxation is an important instrument to boost the use of circular 
materials, products and services with a potential largely untapped. Experts debatted 
how taxation can boost the transition towards a more circular economy. The program 
and the presentations are available online.  
 
 

Circular Textiles Days /Amersfoort & online / 14 & 15 September 2021    
EuRIC Textiles President Mariska Zandvliet participated in the Circular Textiles Days 
which were organized as a hybrid event in the Netherlands and remotley. She gave 
an overview of how EU policy can drive circularity in textiles and explained what to 
expect from the upcoming EU Strategy for Sustainable Textiles.  
 
 
 

 
 
EuRIC Team Building / Concept Chocolate / 17 September 2021 
EuRIC hired 3 new team members since the beginning of the pandemic (March 2019)  
thus after 18 months of teleworking, the Secretariat came together to build better 
working relations and get to know each other in person. Team work, creativity and 
problem solving skills were all tested during a Belgian chocolate making session at 
Concept Chocolate.  
 
 

 
#EUCircularTalks: Explorig EPR for Textiles / Online / 21 September 2021 
EuRIC together with OVAM, EEB, ecopreneur.eu and Eurocommerce co-hosted an 
#EUCircularTalks entitled “ Exploring EPR for textiles: Taking responsibility for Europe’s 
textile waste”. The event was a huge success with around 120 participants. EuRIC 
Textiles Vice-President Martin Böschen presented the views of the textiles re-use and 
recycling industry and highlighted that EPR schemes can be beneficial for the industry.  
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Call for feedback / Platform on Sustainable Finance / 3 August 2021  
The European Commission has published a call for feedback by the Platform on Sustainable Finance on preliminary 
recommendations for technical screening criteria for the EU taxonomy. The draft report prepared by the dedicated 
Platform subgroup, the Technical Working Group (TWG), is an important step in the Platform’s main mandate under 
the Taxonomy Regulation to advise the Commission on the development of the EU taxonomy, and in particular on the 
development of technical screening criteria (TSC) for the 6 environmental objectives as set out in the Taxonomy 
Regulation. 
 
Public Consultation / CLP Regulation / 9 August 2021  
The European Commission has published a public consultation to seek views on the revision of the Regulation on the 
classification, labelling and packaging of chemical substances and mixtures (‘CLP Regulation'). The CLP Regulation is 
the core piece of EU legislation used to identify and communicate the hazardous properties of chemicals and the 
consultation is open until 15 November 2021.  
 
Simplified energy labels / 1 September 2021 
The European Commission introduced simpler EU energy labels for lighting products. To help EU consumers cut their 
energy bills and carbon footprint, a brand-new version of the widely-recognised EU energy label for light bulbs and 
other lighting products is applicable in all shops and online retail outlets from Wednesday, 1 September 2021. More 
information can be found here.  
 
Fact sheet / Disrupting the linear model / LIFE / 7 September 2021 
The European Commission has published a fact sheet entitled “Disrupting the linear model: LIFE and the circular 
economy” which gives an overall idea of the performance of the LIFE projects. The LIFE program priority topics for 
2021 to 2024 can be found here.  
 
Global Alliance on Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency (GACERE) / 14 September 2021 
The first high-level meeting of the Global Alliance on Circular Economy and Resource Efficiency (GACERE) took place 
at the World Circular Economy Forum.  The creation of the Alliance was announced in the EU's new Circular Economy 
Action Plan and has the objective to advocate and accelerate the circular economy transition as a contribution to 
solving the climate, biodiversity and pollution crises. Commissioner for the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, 
Virginijus Sinkevičius delivered a keynote speech.  
 
State of the Union / 15 September 2021 
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen gave her second state of the union address entitled 
“Strengthening the soul of our union” talking about, among others, climate change and the adoption over the past 
few months of a legally binding obligation for EU member states to reduce net greenhouse emissions by 55% by 2030 
compared to 1990 levels. The whole state of the union address can be found here.  
 
Public Consultation / Plastic waste / 17 September 2021 
The European Commission has published a public consultation to tackle plastic and other waste that ends up in the 
sea by providing incentives for ships to discharge their waste in ports. The consultation is open until 15 October 2021.  
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Public Consultation / EU environmental law / 20 September 2021 
The European Commission has published a public consultation to review the environmental implementation which is  
a regular cycle of analysis, dialogue and collaboration to improve the implementation of EU environmental policy and 
law in EU member countries. The first review was adopted in February 2017 and the second in April 2019. The public 
consultation is open until 18 October 2021.  
 
 
 
Cover Note / Persistent Organic Pollutants / 22 July 2021  
The Council of the EU has published cover notes (1,2) to the European Commission’s report and accompanying staff 
working document as regards to the review and update of the EU Implementation Plan for the Stockholm Convention 
on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 
 
 
 
Amendments / Proposed Batteries Regulation / 9 September 2021 
The European Parliament’s Committee on Transport and Tourism has published amendments to the draft opinion on 
the proposed regulation concerning batteries and waste batteries. 
 
 
 
 
Publication / Ship recycling / 23 July 2021 
The European Commission has published in the Official Journal of the EU the latest Implementing Decision with regards 
to the European list of ship recycling facilities.  
 
Publication / Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability / 15 September 2021 
The European Commission has published in the Official Journal of the EU the resolution on the Chemicals Strategy for 
Sustainability which aims among others at producing chemicals that are safe by design, including using less hazardous 
chemicals along the entire life cycle of products, to reduce chemical pollution and improve the circularity of Europe’s 
economy.  
 
 

 
 
News / Shift towards renewable energy / 24 August 2021 
The European Environment Agency has published information regarding the necessity of a rapid transition to 
renewable energy for Europe to achieve its climate objectives.  
 
News / Raw materials sourcing / 30 August 2021  
The European Environment Agency has published some information regarding climate-friendly practices for sourcing 
raw materials which hold significant potential to cut greenhouse gas emissions in Europe and globally. 
 
Briefing / Innovating for sustainability / 9 September 2021  
The European Environment Agency has published a briefing discussing innovation as a driver of change and 
sustainability.  
 
 

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
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https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-11066-2021-ADD-1/en/pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TRAN-AM-689858_EN.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv%3AOJ.L_.2021.263.01.0013.01.ENG&toc=OJ%3AL%3A2021%3A263%3ATOC
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52020IP0201
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/rapid-shift-to-evolving-renewable
https://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/better-raw-material-sourcing-can
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Launch / SCIP Database / 14 September 2021 
ECHA has launched the EU’s first public database of substances of very high concern in products, SCIP. It aims to allow 
consumers to make more informed purchasing choices and help waste operators to further develop the re-use of 
articles and the recycling of materials 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIFE PROGRAMME 

LIFE is the only EU programme dedicated exclusively to the environment, nature conservation 
and climate action. 

 

The LIFE call for proposals 2021 is now open with over EUR 580 million available to fund projects through four sub-
programmes: 

• Nature and biodiversity 
• Circular economy and quality of life 
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation 
• Clean energy transition 

Under the circular economy and quality of life sub-programme, LIFE will co-finance projects in the area of recovery 
of resources from waste, water, air, noise, soil, chemical management, circular economy and the environment as 
well as environmental governance.  

The sub-programme provides mostly action grants for projects implementing innovative and best practice solutions 
in these areas and also covers the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of EU environmental policy and law. 

Check out the new infographic “Disrupting the linear model: LIFE and the circular economy” including key 
information about the overview of LIFE Programme's funding to circular economy projects, LIFE projects examples 
and more.  

EIT RAW MATERIALS 

EIT RawMaterials connects stakeholders and actors from different parts of the raw materials 
value chain creating a unique collaborative environment for breakthrough innovations and 
radically new ways to address raw materials challenges. 

 

A new Call for Projects 2022 (KAVA 9) has been recently launched to support proposals that will generate a 
significant impact on European industrial competitiveness, innovation capacity and human capital. 

LOOKING FOR EU FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES? 

The Funding and Tender Portal is the single-entry point for finding and managing EU grants and procurement 
contracts. Through this portal, it’s possible to search for funding opportunities and partners, register your 
organisation, submit proposals, explore funded projects and statistics and many more features.  
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Please click on the icon to read the corresponding article 

11/08/2021 Discover the truths about the used clothing industry  

07/09/2021 
EuRIC publishes guidance for textiles industry 

 

06/09/2021 Euric specifications for textile handling and sorting 
 

08/09/2021 Euric publiceert handreiking textielsortering  

14/09/2021 PACKAGING, VERSO L’OBBLIGO DEL 30% DI CONTENUTO RICICLATO?  

14/09/2021 
EuRIC welcomes plastic manufacturers’ backing for mandated recycled 
content  

13/09/2021 EuRIC welcomes European plastics producers’ call 
 

20/09/2021 Are eco-design rules ‘fit for purpose’ for WEEE plastics? 
 

23/09/2021 Campaigners worry at delays in EU sustainable product policy 
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https://www.recycling-magazine.com/2021/09/06/euric-specifications-for-textile-handling-and-sorting/
https://afvalonline.nl/bericht?id=34536
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https://www.ecomondo.com/
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/recyclers-talks-webinar

