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MEET THE TEAM
What are your main responsibilities within EuRIC?
The European Commission in order to reach the
ambitious but necessary targets set by the EU Green
Deal and new Circular Economy Action Plan is currently
revising a large number of legislations which will act as
a bridge to sustainability, and recycling is a central part
of it. Recycling helps at reducing problems related to;
overexploitation of our natural world, water and soil
pollution, energy consumption and release of GHG
emissions into the atmosphere. As a Technical Officer,
at EuRIC, I am responsible for following Regulatory
developments related to ferrous and non-ferrous
metals, waste electrical and electronic equipment
(WEEE) and issues that emerge from the interface
between waste and chemicals. Besides what
mentioned above, I am also part of the Battery
Roundtable in which we try to reduce or if possible,
completely eliminate the problem of lithium battery
fires in the WEEE whole value chain. Promoting
recycling and use of recycled materials into new
products is key to achieving a sustainable Europe. This
however cannot be completely achieved if products
placed on the European market are not designed in
such way to be easily dismantled to ease recycling and
hence recovery of valuable materials that would have
been otherwise landfilled. In that regard, EuRIC and all
its different branches play a crucial role to making
recyclers’ needs – in terms of ecodesign and not only known to the EU institutions.
Can you give us a little insight about your educational
background and previous work experiences?
I graduated from the University of Patra in Greece, in
Environmental and Natural Resources Management

with an integrated master’s degree (Env. Engineering).
Over my undergraduate years, I gained knowledge
related to the environmental sector, in many different
areas. My passion and my interest for it, led me to
continue my studies and to advance my knowledge in
the “Waste and Resource Management” Master’s
degree, at the University of the West of Scotland, from
where I graduated with distinction and developed skills
necessary for a career contributing to industrial
sustainable development.
Serving as a Consultant to “Brandis Energy Ltd” (UKbased company), helped me to increase my work
experience as well as to co-operate successfully in a
multinational working environment. My colleagues
and I were responsible for delivering a comprehensive
and detailed market analysis regarding the
opportunities in the UK District Heating Sector.
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In 2019 I started working for amfori – the leading global
business association for open and sustainable trade where I led and contributed to a number of projects
like impact assessment, sustainable wine program 2.0,
food and agriculture (with focus on aquaculture), UN
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) among others.
Constant and constructive dialogue with amfori’s
member companies allowed me to fully understand
their needs and develop tools/services that could help
them meet their sustainability targets.
In 2020, a few months after the European Commission
published both the European Green Deal and the new
Circular Economy Action Plan, the perfect opportunity
was presented to me, to work for EuRIC. It is no secret
that recycling is at the heart of the Circular Economy as
it delivers many substantial environmental and societal
benefits. At EuRIC, besides having the opportunity to
make Europe more circular and minimize the burden
that ‘business as usual’ puts on the environment, I
found amazing colleagues who I can proudly call
friends.

Tell us a little bit about yourself. What are your
hobbies, where are you from, etc.?
Finally, I would like to continue by providing some
further insights about who I am and where I am coming
from. I have had the luck to be born in Italy and raised
in Greece which makes me a native speaker in two very
nice Mediterranean languages – Greek and Italian.
Should you ever ask me which one of the above
countries is my favorite, I will come up with a very
diplomatic answer which will ultimately allow me to
avoid answering the question. As a teenager I was very
passionate about sports and that’s why I joined a
football team from a very young age. Growing up, I
developed also other interests such us cooking and
trying to help abandoned animals in my hometown Kalamata. Together with other volunteers, we were
providing food and medical care to abandoned animals
and our ultimate target was to find them their forever
home. It is very difficult to provide many information
about myself in just a paragraph and hence I will leave
the rest for when we will resume face to face meetings
which is going to be very soon – in 2022!

EURIC ACTIVITIES
EuRIC participation in ICBR / Geneva / 22-24 September 2021
EuRIC Technical Officer Rikarnto Bountis participated in the 26th International Congress
for Battery Recycling (ICBR 2021) which took place from 22 to 24 September in Geneva.
He presented the Report on Recommendations for Tackling Fires Causes by Lithium
Batteries in WEEE that EuRIC co-drafted with the WEEE Forum an other stakeholders.
EuRIC participation in bvse annual conference / Marienfeld / 1 October 2021
EuRIC Policy Director Julia Blees participated in bvse’s annual conference which took place
on 30 September – 1 October in Harsewinkel-Marienfeld. Many interesting topics such as
how Germany will move on after its elections as well as the German packaging & packaging
waste law were discussed. Thank you to bvse for a great annual conference!
Recyclers’ Talk / End-of-waste: Time to move forward / 5 October 2021
EuRIC’s webinar series Recyclers’ Talk kicked off after the summer break on 5 October
2021 in partnership with eREC. The 5th edition focussed on end-of waste and attracted
over 100 participants. EuRIC Secretary Emmanuel Katrakis opened Recyclers’ Talks #5
by stressing the importance of EU-wide end-of-waste criteria to achieve a wellfunctioning market for raw materials from recycling. EU-wide end of waste criteria are
key to harmonise market access across the EU and reward quality. The recording can
be found here.
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EuRIC Branch Meetings / Remote & in Brussels / October 2021
Several EuRIC Branch Meetings took place in the course of October. Pictured is the
hybrid ERPA meeting that was being held on 13 October 2021. We would like to again
thank our members for their continous efforts and active participation during either
remote, hybrid or in person meetings and hope to be able to welcome everyone in
Brussels again next year!
ERA WG Meeting / Online / 15 October 2021
The last ERA WG Meeting of 2021 took place on 15 October in an online format. EuRIC
provided an overview of the latest updates on regulations affecting the recycling
industry and had a very fruitful exchange with EuRIC Members on key topics, such as
the review of the Waste Shipment Regulation and the End-of-life vehicles Directive.
Thank you for your participation and we hope to see you all in person in 2022!

EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS ACTIVITIES
EUROPEAN COMMISSION
Publication / Draft Summary / 23 September 2021
The European Commission has published the draft summary records of the Expert group on waste’s July 2021 meeting
and of the Expert Group on Waste on implementation of PPWD June meeting.
Public Consultation / Biobased, biodegradable and compostable plastics / 29 September 2021
The European Commission has published a public consultation regarding the policy framework on biobased,
biodegradable and compostable plastics. A clear policy framework will foster greater consistency in developing
European policies, increase environmental protection, reduce consumer confusion, enhance investment certainty
within the internal market, and encourage competitiveness and innovation. The public consultation was open until 27
October 2021.
Public Consultation / Ecodesign / Photovoltaic / 30 September 2021
The European Commission has published a public consultation on ecodesign to examine the need for new rules on the
environmental impact of photovoltaics. The public consultation was open until 28 October 2021.
Publication / Calculation, verification and reporting / SUP/ 7 October 2021
The European Commission has published Implementing Decision (EU) 2021/1752 laying down rules for the application
of Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards the calculation, verification and
reporting of data on the separate collection of waste single-use plastic beverage bottles. EU Member States shall
ensure that the targets for the separate collection for recycling of waste single-use plastic beverage bottles are
calculated, verified and reported according to harmonised methodology and provisions.
Facts / EU Ecolabel / 7 October 2021
The European Commission has published information and facts about the EU ecolabel, for instance that as of
September 2021, 2 059 licences have been awarded for 83 593 products (goods and services) in the EU market.
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Publication / Work Programme 2022 / 19 October 2021
The European Commission has published its Work Programme for 2022 entitled “Making Europe stronger together”.
Every year, the European Commission adopts a work programme which sets out its key initiatives for the year ahead.
It informs citizens how we will deliver on political priorities and turn them into concrete action.
Publication / Update Regulation 1418/2007 / 21 October 2021
The European Commission has published a regulation updating and amending Regulation (EC) No 1418/2007 on the
export of green-listed waste to non-OECD countries.
Video / EU Green Deal / 25 October 2021
The European Commission has published a video explaining the European Green Deal in more detail. The video can be
watched online.
Results / Horizon 2020 / 27 October 2021
The European Commission has published the results of the Horizon 2020 European Green Deal Call. They announced
that 73 projects were selected for €1 billion funding.
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
Position / COP26 / 6 October 2021
The Council of the EU has published conclusions setting the EU’s position for the United Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP26) in Glasgow. The conclusions emphasize the extreme urgency to step up the global response to
address the climate emergency and underline the need for a just and fair climate transition across the world.
Summary Record / Environment Action Programme / 26 October 2021
The Council of the EU has published a summary record of the Permanent Representatives Committee from 8 October
2021 including the preparation for the trialogue on the 8th Environment Action Programme.
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
Vote / Taxonomy objections / 7 October 2021
The European Parliament’s ENVI and ECON Members jointly voted on Taxonomy objections. The Delegated Regulation,
to which the objections refer to, specifies the technical screening criteria under which certain economic activities
qualify as contributing substantially to climate change mitigation and climate change adaptation and for determining
whether those activities cause significant harm to any of the other relevant environmental objectives.
Position / COP26 / 21 October 2021
The European Parliament has adopted its position on the UN COP26 Climate Change Conference in Glasgow, taking
place from 31 October to 12 November, with 527 votes for, 134 votes against and 35 abstentions.
Newsletter / ENVI / 27 October 2021
The European Parliament has published the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI)
Newsletter including a special report on Sustainable Finance.

4

EuRIC AISBL – Recycling: Bridging circular economy & climate policy
European Recycling Industries’ Confederation

●

Europäischer Bund der Recyclingindustrien

Transparency Register number : 764633015511-42

●

Confédération Européenne des Industries du Recyclage

EU-FUNDED PROJECTS & FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Discussing at Pollutec how CIMPA can bring practical solutions to recycle multilayer
plastic films from food packaging & agriculture.
EuRIC, together with IPC, PAPREC and
ADIVALOR, participated in a panel discussion on
multilayer plastic recycling at Pollutec on 12
October 2021.
The conference entitled “CIMPA: A European
project to meet the challenge of recycling
multilayer plastic films” was a success
with a great public attendance and a very
interesting Q&A session. The recording of the
live stream is available here from 2:05:10.

METABUILDING project 2nd SEED CALL will be open from 2 November
2021.
SME working in the Construction, Digital Industry, Additive
Manufacturing, Circular Economy or Nature-Based Solutions sectors
will be able to receive up to € 5,000 in support for innovation
services.

SEED Innovation Vouchers can finance short interventions of technical, legal, financial, and business experts. Applications
should demonstrate how the voucher will help an SME to validate an idea for an innovation project, evaluate the
potential of a new idea or accelerate an existing innovation project.

Funding opportunities under Horizon Europe
On 12 October new Horizon Europe calls under Cluster 4 –
Digital, Industry and Space - were published.
As part of its bigger aim to boost the EU’s competitiveness and
growth and drive the green transition, the programme is
offering new opportunities.

•

Under the call “A Digitised, Resource-Efficient and Resilient Industry 2022”, there are 22 topics, such as
Technological solutions for tracking raw material flows in complex supply chains (RIA). The total budget for
this call is €402.2 million
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•

The call “Climate Neutral, Circular and Digitised Production 2022” has a total budget: €334.5 million, with 13
topics including Circular flows for solid waste in urban environment and Digital tools to support the
engineering of a Circular Economy.

The deadline for submission of applications under both calls is 30 March 2022, 17:00 (CEST).
More info: https://hadea.ec.europa.eu/news/new-horizon-europe-calls-under-cluster-4-destinations-resilientindustry-and-green-and_en

EURIC IN THE PRESS
Please click on the icon to read the corresponding article.

30/09/2021

Plastic produced by humans reaches 10 billion tonnes, says new study

30/09/2021

Metals sector warned over EU’s green agenda

05/10/2021

End-of-waste: Time to move forward

14/10/2021

Focus more on end-of-waste criteria, Commission told

26/10/2021

Altpapier-Exportverbot nach Indien soll korrigiert werden

27/10/2021

Clerical goof up causes more pain for print

27/10/2021

European recyclers: Restricting exports could end Circular Economy

27/10/2021

European recycling firms and trade associations warn EU against
restricting recyclate exports

27/10/2021

Concerns grow over potential Europe scrap export ban

27/10/2021

EuRIC: appello contro lo stop all'esportazione di rifiuti riciclabili

27/10/2021

European recycling industry calls for free trade with recycled raw
materials

28/10/2021

Is a scrap export ban looming in Europe?

28/10/2021

Is a scrap export ban looming in Europe?

28/10/2021

Growing clamour against EU waste shipment strategy
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