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MEET THE TEAM
What are your main responsibilities within
EuRIC?
As a Scientific & Policy Adviser, my role within
EuRIC is to coordinate technical input received
from our members related to tyre and plastic
recycling (EuRIC’s branches EuRIC MTR and
EPRB, respectively) and to translate this scientific
data into ready-to-use material to support policy
within the EuRIC secretariat.
It is already 2 years I work at EuRIC. I find it an
exciting working environment. I feel
sustainability is part of recyclers’ DNA and what I
enjoy the most is that any information received
from our members reflects the day-to-day reality
of an industry. Such a truth can be used to push
for drivers to increase recycling (e.g., mandatory
recycled content, eco-design, end-of-waste …)
and, by this, help the EU transitioning to a fully
circular economy. Therefore, I really want to
thank members providing such active feedback
because this is the only way we can efficiently
represent EuRIC not only at EU institutions but
also at diverse EU agencies (e.g., ECHA) and
several multistakeholder platforms (e.g., Circular
Plastics Alliance).

Can you give us a little insight about your
educational background and previous work
experiences?
Our Secretary General has been for more than a
year introducing me as an engineer but the truth
is I am a biologist, which I guess it could be
considered as an “engineer” of life. At least, that
is what a friend of mine used to say to flirt. I
discovered a passion for environmental
protection and during my Master in
Environmental Biotechnology I moved to
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Belgium in 2014. After that, I stayed as
researcher at the Centre for Environmental
Sciences (Hasselt University) where I completed
my PhD in Biology. My research was based on the
decontamination of highly-polluted soils with
heavy metals by using plants and microbes.
Tell us a bit about yourself. What are your
hobbies, where are you from, etc.?
I am a northern boy raised in the Peaks of
Europe (Asturias, the rainy green part of Spain),
so I definitely enjoy the mountain life which is a
challenge in Belgium. However, a flat country has
its perks like a good cycling infrastructure. As a

representative of the recycling industry, I try to
lead by example at all levels, which it is a job in
itself. I have a lot of plants at home (approx. 3
plants/m2), which is not sustainable anymore.
Last after-work activity I took part of was into a
language theatre project for immigrants (legal
and illegal) at which I learned a lot more about
life than Dutch. Regrettably, the current
pandemic has put many things on hold. I look
forward to be able to meet more of EuRIC
members anytime soon.

EURIC ACTIVITIES
GftZ Symposium / Berlin / 16 November 2021
EuRIC Policy Director Julia Blees participated in a panel discussion during the
symposium of EuRIC Partner Gemeinschaft für textile Zukunft (GftZ) in Berlin.
The topic of the event was “Used textiles – actors in dialogue” and brought
together stakeholders from across the value chain to exchange about topics
such as EPR schemes and the upcoming EU Textiles Strategy. Thank you, GftZ, for the kind invitation!
BMRA Annual Dinner / London / 19 November 2021
EuRIC Policy Director Julia Blees took part in the Annual Dinner of EuRIC Member
the British Metals Recycling Association (BMRA) in London. The dinner was
organized in a stunning location and the personal exchanges after such a long
time of restrictions were interesting and much needed. Thank you BMRA for the
invitation and a great evening!
BDSV Annual Conference / Online / 25 November 2021
EuRIC Policy Director Julia Blees participated in the online Annual
Conference of EuRIC Member Bundesvereinigung Deutscher
Stahlrecycling- und Entsorgungsunternehmen (BDSV) and gave a
presentation about the newly published draft Waste Shipment Regulation. Thank you for the invitation,
BDSV and congratulations to an interesting online event!
Repacar Annual Conference / Madrid / 2 December 2021
EuRIC Project Officer Maria Vera Duran participated in the Annual Conference
of EuRIC Member Repacar in Madrid. Thank you, Repacar, for the kind invitation
and very interesting Annual Conference!
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EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS ACTIVITIES
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Adoption / New limits for POPs / 28 October 2021
The European Commission has amended the annexes of the Regulation on persistent organic pollutants. The
proposal tightens the limits for these chemicals in waste. The POPs Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2019/1021
on persistent organic pollutants) implements the European Union’s international commitments under the
Stockholm Convention and the UNECE Protocol on POPs.
Publication / JRC Report on waste disposal / October 2021
The European Commission’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) has published a study on the assessment of the
disposal operations listed in Annex I to Directive 2008/98/EC in the light of the duty of care obligation set
out in Article 13 of the same Directive. In a nutshell, this study provides an overview and analysis of waste
disposal operations and waste flows in the EU, based on data and information from existing sources and
from a survey designed specifically for this study.
Publication / Opinion on Chemicals Strategy / 1 November 2021
The European Commission has published the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee as
regards to the Strategy for Sustainability towards a toxic-free environment.
Study / Environmental pollution / 12 November 2021
The European Commission has published a news article about a new study that finds polluters for not pay
for the damage they cause. These were the findings of a new Commission study on ‘Green taxation and other
economic instruments’.
Press Release / Actions to improve waste management / 12 November 2021
The European Commission has published a press release about taking action against five Member States to
improve their waste management.
Publication / Package of proposals on soil, waste and deforestation / 17 November 2021
The European Commission has published a package of proposals on soil, waste and deforestation. Most
notably, the draft revised Waste Shipment Regulation has been published. The transcript of the press
conference can be found here.
Feedback / Waste Shipment Regulation / 19 November 2021
The European Commission has opened the feedback period for the draft Waste Shipment Regulation.
Feedback is invited until 17 January 2022.
Webpage / Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform / 20 November 2021
The European Commission has launched and published the Zero Pollution Stakeholder Platform. The EU’s
zero pollution ambition was set out in the European Green Deal to protect Europe’s citizens and ecosystems.
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Public Consultation / CLP / 24 November 2021
The European Commission has opened the Public Consultation on simplification and digitalisation of labelling
requirements. This public consultation questionnaire aims to seek the views from different stakeholders and
citizens on a possible introduction of digital labelling of many daily used products such as glues, laundry and
dishwashing detergents and fertilising products, under the CLP Regulation, the Detergents Regulation and
the Fertilising Products Regulation. The Public Consultation is open until 16 February 2022.
High-level roundtable / Chemicals Strategy / 25 November 2021
The European Commission has published information on the high-level roundtable on the implementation
of the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability. You can watch the recorded live stream of the high-level
roundtable meeting here.
Feedback / Environmental Liability / 29 November 2021
The European Commission has opened Feedback for the Environmental Liability Directive which establishes
a framework based on the ‘polluter pays’ principle to prevent and remedy environmental damage.
Feedback / Unintentional release microplastics / 30 November 2021
The European Commission has opened Feedback on an initiative to tackle microplastics unintentionally
released into the environment. It will focus on labelling, standardisation, certification and regulatory
measures for the main sources of these plastics. Feedback can be submitted until 28 December 2021.
Press Release / Infringement / 2 December 2021
The European Commission has published a press release about launching infringement procedures against
several Member States for failing to comply with relevant EU environmental legislation.
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Press Release / Critical Raw Materials / 23 November 2021
The European Parliament has published a press release on the need for sustainable supplies of critical raw
materials by EU industry. Additionally, the European Parliament has published its resolution (1,2).
Press Release / New Environment Programme / 2 December 2021
The European Parliament has published a press release on the new EU Environmental Programme which is
a binding framework to monitor and report on member states’ progress towards phasing out fossil fuel
subsidies to be developed.

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY (ECHA)
Publication / Impacts of REACH Authorisation / November 2021
ECHA has published a report on the casual impacts of the REACH Authorisation process on the use of
substances of very high concern in the EU.
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EU-FUNDED PROJECTS
METABUILDING partners’ meeting in Madrid
Metabuilding partners finally met face-to-face in
Madrid on 1-3 December 2021, in the context of
the 9th ECTP Conference: EU-Construction Industry
at the heart of the Green and Digital Transitions.
A pre-conference workshop was organized to
discuss the progress of the project, the
metabuilding platform and the services provided to
RTOs, SMEs and innovation stakeholders. During
the 2-days conference, several sessions and
roundtables on the circular economy, sustainable &
recycled materials in the built environment took
place.

METABUILDING SEED Call
SMEs working in the construction, circular economy
and recycling sectors, can still apply for SEED Innovation
Vouchers (up to € 5,000) in support for innovation
services.
The SEED call for applications will close on 26 January
2022. More information here

CIMPA website is now available!
cimpa-h2020.eu
CIMPA's brand-new website shows the main objectives and activities of this EU funded project, as well as
ressources, news and articles about the challenge of recycling multilayer films from food packaging and
agricultural applications. It also offers the opportunity to be engaged with the project and sign up for a
newsletter.
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EURIC IN THE PRESS
Please click on the icon to read the corresponding article.

05/11/2021
05/11/2021
08/11/2021
08/11/2021

EuRIC y ETRMA piden el desarrollo de criterios de fin de residuo para el
caucho de neumáticos fuera de uso
Si va verso un divieto delle esportazione di rottami in Europa?
BIR: «NO HABRÁ ECONOMÍA CIRCULAR SIN UN MERCADO FLUIDO DE
MATERIAS PRIMAS RECICLADAS»
BIR shares EuRIC’s concern over impact of export restrictions

07/11/2021

EURIC and ETRMA call for the development of EU-wide End of Waste
criteria for the End of Life Tyre-derived Rubber Waste Stream

10/11/2021

Allarme dei riciclatori Ue: “Stop all’export è minaccia vitale per il settore”

15/11/2021

I riciclatori europei contro il blocco dell’export di materie prime da riciclo

16/11/2021

I riciclatori europei scrivono alla Commissione UE contro lo stop all’export
delle materie prime seconde

15/11/2021

16/11/2021

“Non confondere rifiuti pericolosi e materiali da riciclare”

Cinzia Vezzosi (EuRIC): restrizioni all'export Ue di rottame? Serve gradualita

17/11/2021

Euric comments on the tevision of the Waste Shipment Regulation

18/11/2021

L'UE ne veut plus exporter ses déchets vers les pays pauvres

28/10/2021

Recyclers vrezen beperkingen in handel secundaire grondstoffen

18/11/2021

Export di rifiuti: “Nuovo regolamento rischia di mettere fine all’economia
circolare in Ue”
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