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SECTOR OVERVIEW 

 

 

According to Specification Online last week 39% current construction sites across the UK 

were suspended accounting for a similar proportion of the value of current work. In Scotland 

80% sites are suspended, in Northern Ireland 79%. The worst hit sector is housebuilding, 

with 60% sites suspended. However several large housebuilders have announced plans to 

resume work in the next 2 weeks (see below). 

 

 

Major Contractors 

Many major contractors initially closed down sites on non-essential projects in order to carry 

out safety reviews and implement new safe working procedures in accordance with the 

SOPs. Since the beginning of April there has been a gradual reopening of sites. Building 

magazine has published a list of major companies and status of their sites available here. 

(May require a subscription) 

 

Major contractors who have reopened or are about to reopen some sites include BAM, Mace, 

Wates, Multiplex and Lendlease. Those sites that are reopening are doing so with restricted 

workforces. 

 

Housebuilders 

Large housebuilders closed most of their sites in March. Taylor Wimpey, Persimmon and 

Vistry have all announced they will restart some sites this week. Lovell Partnerships have al-

ready started a phased reopening of their sites. Redrow are mobilising their sites from 11th 

May with construction phased in from 18th May. Most other large housebuilders are expected 

to follow suit in the next 2 weeks. 

 

Builders Merchants and Construction Product Suppliers: 

Builders merchants and construction product suppliers have taken up a variety of positions, 

some closing, some staying open but prioritising critical supplies, some only supplying for 

emergency purposes. There has been a steady increase in the number of suppliers opening, 

especially in view of the increase in operational construction sites and housebuilding. It is ex-

pected that a significant number of suppliers will reopen at least partially after the early May 

bank holiday. 

 

An indication of the easing of the supply chain is the partial reopening of production an-

nounced by three of the largest brick manufacturers in the UK, Ibstock, Michelmersh and 

Forterra. 

https://specificationonline.co.uk/articles/2020-04-24/glenigan/construction-industry-under-lockdown-under-the-spotlight
https://www.building.co.uk/focus/coronavirus-the-major-construction-firms-shutting-their-sites/5105140.article
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A list of which Builders Merchants are open can be found here 

A list of which construction product suppliers are open can be found here 

 

Electrical Wholesalers: 

The majority of electrical wholesalers are at least partially open. A list is available on the 

website of the Electrical Distributors Association (EDA) here. 

 

 

 

REGULATIONS AND GUIDELINES 
 

 

The policy of UK Government in Westminster is to encourage construction work to con-

tinue as long as sites can operate within social distancing rules.  

 

 

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland construction sites are allowed to stay open but 

must adhere to new regulations put in place to protect against Coronavirus. These are 

largely concerning safe distancing of workforce, closure or restriction of shared facilities 

such as canteens and use of personal protective equipment (PPE). 

 

The Scottish Government ordered that work on all construction sites in Scotland must stop 

except for a published list of “essential” projects. Guidance was due to be reviewed at the 

end of April, no change in the policy has so far been published. 

 

Essential projects include: 

 

 those to create or repurpose facilities which will be used directly in COVID-19 re-

lated activities 

 projects to create or repurpose facilities which will be used to accommodate key 

workers, or free up space in facilities to be used directly in COVID-19 related activi-

ties 

 projects which are considered essential public services 

 repair and maintenance of critical infrastructure 

 

A table of the relevant regulations and / or safety guidelines in each region can be found on 

the next page: 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bmf.org.uk/BMF/Information_Centre/COVID19-bulletins/Is-my-local-builders-merchant-open.aspx
https://www.bmf.org.uk/BMF/Information_Centre/COVID19-bulletins/What-suppliers-are-still-open.aspx
https://www.eda.org.uk/wholesalers-open-during-covid-19/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/essential-projects/
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England 

 

 

Social distancing in the workplace during Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

sector guidance 

 

Site Operating Procedures (SOPs) 

Site Operating Procedures have been drawn up by the Construction 

Leadership Council to ensure building work is carried out in accord-

ance with social distancing rules. The most recent third version was 

released on 15th April and allows working within 2m distance if other-

wise unavoidable but with mitigating measures. (Summary here.) 

 

Supplementary Site Operating Procedures for Plant Operations have 

been launched by the Construction Plant-Hire Association. These ap-

ply to plant operators and supporting workers, maintenance personnel 

and plant delivery and collection personnel. 

 

Wales Regulation 7A of the Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) 

(Wales) Regulations 2020 which came into effect on 7th April 2020 

 

 

Northern Ire-

land 

 

 

The Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) Regulations (North-

ern Ireland) 2020 which came into effect on 28th March 2020.  

 

Workplace safety guidelines here. 

 

Scotland 

 

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Construction Sector Guidance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/social-distancing-in-the-workplace-during-coronavirus-covid-19-sector-guidance#construction
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/social-distancing-in-the-workplace-during-coronavirus-covid-19-sector-guidance#construction
http://www.constructionleadershipcouncil.co.uk/news/coronavirus-update-updated-site-operating-procedures/
http://www.constructionleadershipcouncil.co.uk/news/site-operating-procedures-version-3-published/
https://www.constructionenquirer.com/2020/04/15/fresh-rules-where-2m-distancing-cannot-be-obeyed/
https://www.cpa.uk.net/assets/js/tinymce/plugins/moxiemanager/data/files/Coronavirus%20Alerts_Updates/CPA%20Plant%20Supplement%20Site%20Operating%20Procedures%20April%202020.pdf
https://gov.wales/taking-all-reasonable-measures-maintain-physical-distancing-workplace
https://gov.wales/taking-all-reasonable-measures-maintain-physical-distancing-workplace
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/Coronavirus-Restrictiions-Regs-2020.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/Coronavirus-Restrictiions-Regs-2020.pdf
https://www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/content/coronavirus-workplace-safety-guidelines-and-social-distancing
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-construction-sector-guidance/pages/overview/
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
 

 Essential Worker Authorisation: Although there are no specific travel restrictions 

in place in the UK the official Government advice is to stay home except for one of 

the following reasons: travel to and from work for essential workers, shopping for 

necessities, one form of exercise a day, getting medical help. Police have been 

checking that people have valid reasons for travel. For construction workers travel-

ling to and from their place of work a template for an Essential Worker Authorisa-

tion which employees can show to police can be found here. 

 

 Parking near sites: There is anecdotal evidence that charges and fines are not 

been imposed for parking near many construction sites. Parking is regulated by in-

dividual local authorities so workers are recommended to check with the relevant 

local council whether parking charges have been suspended 

 

 Permitted working hours: Industry body Build UK is in discussion with local au-

thorities in an effort to extend permitted working hours on site, to allow staggered 

workforce entry and mitigate against productivity loss due to having to follow extra 

Coronavirus safety guidelines. 

 

 

FURTHER READING 
 

 Government Support Schemes: Government Business Support 

 Government COVID-19 guidance for employees, employers and businesses 

 Info hub for the construction industry: Build UK - Coronavirus Support Page 

 Updates on site closures / reopenings Building Magazine 

 Updates on site closures / reopenings Specification Online 

 Daily news updates Construction Enquirer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER | THE FINE PRINT: 

We do our research carefully and thoroughly but cannot guarantee the accuracy of 

the information provided. Should you require legally binding recommendations or in-

formation for action, we recommend contacting your trusted advisor. Please get back 

to us if you need a referral to lawyers or tax advisors.   

https://www.constructionenquirer.com/2020/03/31/police-stops-create-more-confusion-for-contractors/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-employers-and-businesses-about-covid-19
https://builduk.org/coronavirus/
https://www.building.co.uk/focus/coronavirus-the-major-construction-firms-shutting-their-sites/5105140.article
https://specificationonline.co.uk/articles/2020-04-24/glenigan/construction-industry-under-lockdown-under-the-spotlight
https://www.constructionenquirer.com/

