
The Entrepreneur’s
Skills Certificate®
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Foreword

Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®“

means relevant business knowledge

for young people

I am delighted that you are interested in the Entrepreneur’s
Skills Certificate®.
A thorough understanding of economic structures and objecti-
ves is in the interest of the general economy, individual busi-
ness enterprises, all types of educational institutions, and
above all the young generation. The Entrepreneur’s Skills 
Certificate® is a tool designed by the Austrian Federal Econo-
mic Chamber which aims at bringing schools and business clo-
ser together.

The initiative began in the 2004/2005 school year with the
first module examinations in Austria and has expanded enor-
mously to date; pupils from all over Austria have already taken
more than 16,000 module examinations. This is thanks to suc-
cessful co-operation with many schools as well as the efforts of
dedicated teachers and school administrations. Even though
the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® is focused on general
high schools, it is offered more and more by other types of
schools as well. I would like to wish every success to all stu-
dents who are gathering relevant business knowledge for the
future through the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® – and a
good start in their professional working lives!

Dr Christoph Leitl,
President of the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® is designed for all
students between the ages of 10 and 19, who are not stu-
dying business subjects. Students at general high schools
in particular will gain a good basic knowledge of business
and the national economy, while clarification of funda-
mental economic factors and an explanation of the basic
principles of business administration is provided.

I sincerely thank all teachers who voluntarily prepare their
pupils for the Entrepreneur's Skills Certificate® examinati-
on through practical exercises and elective subjects.

I would also like to thank the Chambers of Commerce for
this valuable initiative and wish all students a lot of fun
studying as well as every success in working toward the
Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®.

Dr Claudia Schmied
Federal Minister for Education, Arts and Culture

Dr Christoph Leitl, 

President of the Austrian 

Federal Economic Chamber

Dr Claudia Schmied

Federal Minister for Education, 

Arts and Culture ©
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What is the
Entrepreneur’s Skills

Certificate®?

An innovative business qualification The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® is an 

internationally recognised business qualification

which can be obtained optionally by interested 

students and studied either as an elective

subject within the scope of their standard 

geography and economic studies curriculum or 

taken in a voluntary course of study. Specially 

trained and certified teachers support the 

acquisition of the necessary tools for a successful

step into business life.

The European Commission has defined ‘Entrepreneurial Skills’
as one of eight key competences for lifelong learning.  At the
same time member states were called upon to train young
people in these competences by the end of their general com-
pulsory schooling.  Since then, sound business knowledge and
social and entrepreneurial competencies have become even
more indispensable for a comprehensive general education.

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®, an initiative of the
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, meets this need as an
optional additional qualification.  This successful model has
been recognised by the European Union as an example of Best
Practice.

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® has fostered the business
competences of school pupils since the 2004/05 school year. It
is in principle suitable for all types of schools from the eighth
grade upward. It is tailored to current business practices,
modern and student-oriented; business know-how is acquired
through four modules: A, B, C and UP. 

It is targeted at students between 10 and 19 years of age who
would like to extend their commercial horizons through
optional additional studies on a voluntary basis. 

Get a good start in business – with the
Entrepreneur's Skills Certificate®

Training in thinking and acting as an
entrepreneur
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What is the value of 
the Entrepreneur’s Skills 

Certificate® for …

… schools?

Schools offering the individual modules for the Entrepreneur’s
Skills Certificate® alongside their standard curriculum benefit
in both economic and practical ways. It gives them a better
spread of offerings and makes them more attractive. 

… students and their parents?

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® provides to students an
additional qualification, which is increasingly proving to be
essential: those successfully completing the module exams
have a competitive edge over others in business and in the job
market, whether it be in applying for a traineeship or for work
experience, at career entry level or for further education.
The certificates are additionally viewed as a demonstration of a
high level of commitment, better business understanding, and
an interest in the fundamentals of economics and business
administration. 

... business?

A uniform and consistent certification standard enables future
employers to know what they can expect from employees 
holding the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®; better qualified
personnel who understand fundamental business relationships.
This strengthens Austria's competitive edge as a business cen-
tre. Since its introduction, the Entrepreneur’s Skills 
Certificate® has enjoyed full recognition by the business 
community.

As early as possible –

Even at the junior levels, motivated young people can take
advantage of the opportunity offered by their school to acqui-
re suitable basic economic and business knowledge. This helps
to foster a positive, entrepreneurial attitude in business sub-
jects.
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How can I acquire
the Entrepreneur’s Skills

Certificate®?

MODULE A
■ Our world of work
■ Business: the economic cycle
■ Different fields of economic activity
■ From ideas to products
■ Managing for the market
■ Who’s the boss?

MODULE B
■ National budgeting – 

how good is our economy?
■ Money and monetary value
■ Budgets and national budgeting – 

how is the country managed?
■ The global business context
■ In the centre of Europe – 

new challenges for Austria

MODULE C
■ From the idea to the market 

opportunity
■ Finance and investment
■ Success through marketing
■ From the market opportunity 

to the business plan
■ Law and tax basics for entrepreneurs
■ Operating and negotiating in 

the market
■ Organising a business enterprise:

working together with other people.

MODULE UP

■ Accounting and cost calculation

■ Taxation (VAT, income tax, 

corporate tax, tax returns, etc)

■ Personnel (costs, taxes, 

payroll, social security)

■ Profitability calculation (amendments)

■ Financing (leasing, factoring, 

credit analysis)

■ Marketing and commercial law 

in detail.

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® …
comprises four separate modules.  
In module A the emphasis is on a basic understanding of fun-
damental economic terms and economic relationships.  This
can be studied from the 8th school grade upwards. The further
modules B and C are usually offered to the higher school 
grades, to 14 – 19 year olds.  Module B covers national economy,
and module C outlines the basics of business administration.
Each module finishes with an examination.  Modules A – C can
also be studied in English.

The module UP examination
Although currently the majority of students study module UP
at an institution for higher education, it is increasingly being
offered to students while still at the secondary level. With this
module, graduates achieve the level to take the Entrepreneur’s
examination.

There are four stages along the highway into business: 

The basic modules A, B, C - and module UP



Examples in practice
BORG Linz/Upper Austria:
flexibility and enthusiasm 
At the secondary school BORG Linz Hoauerstrasse, the Entrepre-
neur’s Skills Certificate® is fully supported by students, teachers
and the director.  The courses are offered as ,short course’ blocks;
modules A and B in the 5th grade, module C in the 6th grade, and
module UP in the 7th class.

Both students and their parents show a tremendous interest in
the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®; it was their express wish
that individual blocks also be offered at weekends.

BG Rein/Styria:
sythesis of theory and practice 

For 15 years now, the students attending the BG Rein secondary
school have had the opportunity, in the 5th grade, of taking a
course in “Language and Business” to help them develop their
communication and business skills. Since 2004 they have been
able to receive the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®, an official
document certifying their additional achievements.
The Certificate has since become a permanent part of the program-
me at BG Rein, shaping the school’s profile. Students in the 4th to
8th grade have passed about 400 module exams at this secondary
school since 2004.

BG/BRG Gmünd/Lower Austria: 
the youngest entrepreneur at age 16

The secondary schools BG/BRG Gmünd have participated right from
the start of the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®.  They can point
to more than 202 successfully completed module examinations .
Five pupils have already completed the UP module examination 
at the main examination board in St Pölten – the youngest was 
only 16.
Courses for all modules are offered within the framework of geogra-
phy and economics studies. Module A is taught as early as the 4th
grade. The opportunity for optional study is offered at the higher
levels. The BG/BRG Gmünd also serve as an examination centre for
the Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate®. Pupils can take their exami-
nations in the school computer room.



Testimonials

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® is simply a must for every student! At last
there is a course of instruction which provides succinct information in four modules on
everything worth knowing about business, being self-employed, cost accounting and taxa-
tion.  In my profession as a musician I have to do my own invoicing, tax reporting and
accounting.  Many believe that it’s enough for the money to be paid into your account, but
the tax and business issues unfortunately all too often get forgotten.  I am really pleased
that there is now this kind of education programme in Austrian schools, and if I had to
return to school I would very definitely take this course!

It is never too early to acquire a basic knowledge of business; you

never know what will happen to you in the future. For example, as a stu-
dent I never thought I would one day start my own business – but I did!  It is
said that knowledge is power. Business knowledge is much more.  Having a
good idea is no longer a guarantee of future success – for this you also need
a large measure of entrepreneurial skill.

DANIELA ZELLER

Trainer in presentation skills, rhetoric and 
communication, coach, presenter and author

NICO MARCHETTI

State school representative 2008/09

ELIZABETH GÜRTLER

Successful business woman and 
head of the Spanish Riding School

CHRISTIAN MARANITSCH

Member of the management board, Microsoft
Austria

Through my responsibilities as a student representative I have seen how 

important extra-curricular commitments are in broadening one’s own horizons.

The Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® gives motivated students a big advantage:  you don’t
have to find other ways of acquiring business knowledge for yourself; the Entrepreneur’s
Skills Certificate® is offered directly by your school.  As a result you can widen your 
business horizons while still at school.  This is important because, as I always say, ‘we the
young people are the future, and therefore the future of business as well’.

Solidly based business knowledge gives a clear advantage to a candidate

interested in pursuing a career, not only at the interview stage, but 

throughout their career. As an employer, I can see how the initiative of a standar-
dised Entrepreneur’s Skills Certificate® could be of help in selecting personnel,  becau-
se what has always been important to me, in my previous business life and in all my
professional roles, is for my employees to be able to demonstrate understanding and
know-how concerning the way business works.

We know through our own co-operation with committed and dedicated teachers

in schools throughout Austria that there is a very clear trend in education

towards a more practical business orientation and IT support in learning. This
makes everyone involved more flexible, and the subjects more interesting. The Entrepre-
neur’s Skills Certificate® succeeds in imparting precise business knowledge through
modern methods and the use of e-learning   It has become a model of success not only in
Austria but also internationally.

VERA BÖHNISCH

Musician and business administration student, Vienna
University of Economics and Business
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So what now?

E-learning documentation is also 

available from the school booklist.

The e-learning and e-testing package provided by bit
media e-Learning Solution, the leading solution provider
for e-learning, has been available for the Entrepreneur’s
Skills Certificate® since 2005. The CD-ROMs for all 
three modules are included in the school booklist 
beginning with the 2009/2010 school year. All books and
SbXe (online version of the CD-ROM) are expected to 
be available through the school booklist from the
2010/2011 school year on and can be ordered by teachers.

Further information about the Entrepreneur’s Skills 
Certificate® can be found at 
www.unternehmerfuehrerschein.at 

Your can also contact us directly:
Wirtschaftskammer Österreich, Abteilung für Bildungspolitik
(Department for Educational Policy)
Wiedner Hauptstrasse 63
1045 Vienna
Tel 05 90 900 ext 4086 
Email unternehmerfuehrerschein@wko.at
www.Unternehmerfuehrerschein.at

Imprint 
Publisher:  Wirtschaftskammer Österreich,  Abteilung für Bildungspolitik 
(Department for Educational Policy)
Responsible for the content:  Dr Michael Landertshammer, Dr Friederike Sözen
Artwork:  Grafikstudio creativedirector.cc Martin Lachmair
Printing:  SPV-Druck 
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