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WELCOME 

The Middle East Chapter of the International Live Events Association 
(ILEA) is the region's primary association for the event industry. It is the 
place for industry professionals that are passionate about networking, 
knowledge and event inspiration and dedicated to delivering creative 
excellence and professionalism in special events. ILEA provides an 
inspiring platform for the best practitioners in the creative industry to 
connect.



ACCELERATE 

Accelerate is a three day ILEA driven event that brings together various 
aspects of the international event community for networking, 
educational & inspirational sessions and business opportunities.  

The main emphasis of Accelerate is to provide a platform for members 
and non members to come together, creating an opportunity for 
personal and professional business growth and to showcase aspects of 
the host cities event industry eco system. 



DAY ONE - LEADERSHIP 

Day one is a gathering of ILEA leadership, Presidents, board members 
and key industry stake holders from around the world who gather, 
discuss and work towards supporting the global events industry.  

This day also sets the platform for international ILEA chapters to come 
together and contribute to the global ambitions and objectives of the 
association.



DAY ONE - TENTATIVE PROGRAMME 

9AM - 10.30AM - Networking and welcome 
10.30AM - 1PM - Session one 
1PM - 2PM - Lunch 
2PM - 3.30PM - Session two 
3.30PM - 4PM - Coffee break 
4PM - 5PM - Session three 
5PM - 7PM - Drinks and networking 
7PM - Dinner (Optional) 



DAY TWO - INSPIRATION SESSIONS 

Day two consists of a programme of inspiration and knowledge sessions 
with various key note speakers, that promote various aspects of the 
industry from best practices and business opportunities to creativity, 
technology and welfare.  

The content is a mix of industry and non industry driven subject matter, 
all curated to fully engage with guests and to provide tangible 
opportunities to further ourselves personally and professionally.  

Day two also consists of morning and evening networking sessions 
where guests and key stake holders from the events community can 
gather. 



DAY TWO - TENTATIVE PROGRAMME 

9AM - 10.30AM - Networking and welcome 
10.30AM - Welcome from ILEA Global President and President Elect  
11am - 12pm - Session One 
12pm - 1pm - Session Two 
1pm - 2pm - Lunch (PAYG in any onboard restaurant with discounts) 
2pm - 3pm - Session Three 
3pm - 4pm - Session Four 
4pm - 5pm - Session Five 
5pm - 6pm - Keynote speaker 
6pm - 7pm - Venue tours 
6pm onwards - drinks reception 
7.30pm Dinner (Optional) 



SPEAKERS 

SARA GRUF, ILEA GLOBAL PRESIDENT & JEN 
TRETHEWY, ILEA GLOBAL PRESIDENT ELECT 

Opening remarks / ILEA Global intro  



SPEAKERS 

JEN TRETHEWY 

Change or Choke 
https://www.changeorchoke.com 
  

https://www.changeorchoke.com


My passion has taken me around the world, working with amazing people and businesses  from a diverse range of 
industries. The most gratifying role is working behind the scenes beside the team, helping establish processes and 
cultural messaging - then watch the staff thrive as the business grows! 

My company JTG Global can help  you execute Change in your business www.jtg.global 
Throughout my nearly 30 year career in senior management roles, I aimed to create internal business alignment. This 
means educating & leading the business and their people to support and work beside each other to achieve what they 
thought was unachievable 

In 2007, after 20 years in the corporate world, I went solo and set up The JT Group, which is now JTG Global. I love 
what I do. I am committed and dedicated to the companies and people I work with - I want them to achieve and be 
successful. Why else would you go into business? 
  
I started my career with Coles Myer Group Australia, a retail giant with over 63 stores and $3.2 billion in 
revenue.  I owe them for where I am today. The time, money and resources they invested in my training was invaluable, 
I embraced every opportunity and the skills I gained set me up for life! My key focuses are management and leadership, 
customer experience, internal processes and human communication, simplifying the change process.  
As an Author, keynote speaker, panelist, judge, MC and facilitator for global businesses and organizations over the last 
25 years - each experience has given me more collateral and knowledge to share with my clients and the skills to 
execute in their business.   

Before establishing The JT Group, I held senior management roles in the retail, tourism, events, and marketing 
industries, with companies including Macquarie Leisure Trust, The Drysdale Institute and Staging Connections. 
I believe it’s our duty to give back, that every senior executive has a story and their knowledge should be shared to 
support others who are rising up in the industry. So I mentor entrepreneurs and share my time on boards of not-for-profit 
organisations to help them achieve their fundraising and marketing goals.  



SPEAKERS 

ANTONY HAMPEL 
http://antony-hampel.com.au 

http://antony-hampel.com.au


Antony Hampel, commonly known as Ant Hampel, is an expert events producer in 
Melbourne, Sydney, and Australia wide with more than 25 years of professional 
experience in the events industry. 

The event management industry is, in many ways, defined by longevity and 
permanence. When dealing with ‘entertainment’ of any kind, the ability to stay 
relevant is key. As a medium that is constantly shifting and changing, it requires a 
keen mind and a willingness to adapt. This is why the career of Australian 
entrepreneur and entertainment mogul, Antony Hampel, is so impressive. 

Currently Antony Hampel’s company, Alive Events Agency, is responsible for the 
production design , site and event management for The Art Of Banksy Exhibition. 
The event is running over summer in Melbourne in a unique, bespoke pop up 
venue and features over 80 original works from the world’s most famous (and 
anonymous) street artists, Banksy. 

http://www.aliveeventsagency.com.au/


SPEAKERS 

MARCUS SMITH 

30 Marathons in 30 days 
http://www.mjdsmith.com 

http://www.mjdsmith.com


I am an entrepreneur, motivational speaker extreme athlete and coach. With a clear vision of 
making peoples lives better through health, culture and environment, I have developed and 
established two successful businesses, including international performance company, 
InnerFight; and Paleo food provider, Smith St Paleo.. 

With a competitive sporting background, I played professional rugby from the age of 18, with 
a major highlight being my participation in the 2009 IRB Rugby Sevens World Cup. Retiring 
from the game in 2010, I remain highly active and now compete in CrossFit, Cycling, 
Running and numerous extreme endurance events and challenges. 

I believe that developing mental strength through physical challenges is one of the keys to a 
successful life and have multiple challenges and ultramarathons to my name, including the 
toughest footrace on earth, the Marathon Des Sables, which saw me run 250km self-
supported across the Sahara desert in 2015. 

My experiences in these challenges has helped me coach; numerous athletes ranging from 
ultra endurance events to just being able to run 1 mile, from those looking to find their 
purpose in life to high levels CEO’s. 

Prior to establishing my first business InnerFight, I spent 10 years in the sporting goods 
industry, with over five years as a sales director at market leader, Adidas. 



SPEAKERS 

PHILLIPE BLANCHARD 
https://www.futurous.org 

The future of mega events and the relationship between man and 
machine 

https://www.futurous.org


Bridging Humanity with Technology 
 
The accelerating pace of technological change now places Man and Machine in 
direct competition: for jobs, in gaming and on the battlefield and for the accolade of 
supreme intelligence. At the same time, humans and technology now find 
themselves in an ever more intimate partnership that is starting to blur the lines 
between human and cyborg, influencing the development of both.  
 
Purely human sporting competitions no longer recognise the new reality that man 
and machine operating in synergy can achieve results greater than the sum of their 
parts. 
It Is time for a new type of Games, one that allows the innovations in robotics, 
information Technology (IT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) to enter the arena 
alongside humans, both in partnership and in competition.  



SPEAKERS 

RICHARD MAGUIRE 
https://www.expo2020dubai.com 

EXPO 2020 DUBAI 

https://www.expo2020dubai.com


Richard heads up the procurement function for Expo 2020 bringing to the role over 
20 years of procurement experience in the UK, France, Azerbaijan and the UAE.  

He began his career in the construction and real estate sector but has led 
procurement departments in utilities, oil and gas, infrastructure, rail, public sector, 
tourism and hospitality markets so brings to the team a rounded portfolio of 
experience. Richard holds a Bachelor Degree in Construction Management and is a 
member of the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) and the Chartered Institute of 
Procurement and Supply (CIPS). 

Expo 2020 is a World Expo to be hosted by Dubai in the United Arab Emirates, 
opening on October 20, 2020.  



SPEAKERS 

AEG ARENA, LA PERLE, WARNER BROTHERS… 
https://www.laperle.com/en 
https://www.aegogden.com/Venues/Arenas/Dubai-Arena 
https://www.wbworldabudhabi.com/en 

Panel discussion on the importance of legacy venues and 
what the future holds for live events and entertainment post 
Expo 2020  

https://www.laperle.com/en
https://www.aegogden.com/Venues/Arenas/Dubai-Arena
https://www.wbworldabudhabi.com/en


SPEAKERS 

SHED SIMOVE 
https://www.shedsimove.com 

https://www.shedsimove.com


PROFILE OF SHERIDAN ‘SHED’ SIMOVE - IDEAS MAN 

Shed Simove is a performer, author, entrepreneur and motivational 
speaker on creativity and innovation.  

Harnessing a constant stream of ideas from his astonishingly active 
mind, Shed has learned to transform his unconventional concepts into 
lucrative new business ventures which form the basis of his 
completely unique stand-up routines and inspirational speeches. 



SPEAKERS 
BREAK OUT SESSION 

MARK HILL - LEGAL  



SPEAKERS 
BREAK OUT SESSION 

TBC - WORKER WELFARE AND EMOTIONAL WELLBEING 



DAY THREE - VENUE TOURS AND DINNER 

Day three consists of a programmed, behind the scenes set of tours to 
key venues within the host city.  

The tours provide a great opportunity for visitors to explore the events 
and entertainment infrastructure in place as well as examine future 
developments and legacy.  

The ends with a drinks reception, show and dinner. 



DAY THREE - TENTATIVE PROGRAMME 

9AM - 11AM - Site One - AEG Arena and Behind the scenes tour 
11AM - 1pm - Site two - Proposed DWTC 
1PM - 2PM - Lunch (PAYG) 
2PM - 4PM - Site Three - Proposed Dubai South / EXPO site 

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMME 
6PM - Drinks reception / Behind the scenes Tour (La Perle) 
7PM - Show (La Perle) 
9.30PM - Dinner (Habtoor City) 



DATES 



VENUE 

Crystal Bar & Lounge 
Theatre on the QE2 
Port Rashid 
Dubai 
UAE 



Whether this is your first time experience, or a nostalgic 
return to one of the last legendary ocean liners, be part 
of something special - be part of her living history in one 
of the world’s most eclectic cities. 

Docked permanently at Dubai’s Mina Rashid, she has 
been lovingly restored to her former glory – revitalized 
with all the latest in smart technology. Step aboard and 
relax in her comfortable rooms and suites that offer an 
imposing backdrop of Dubai’s iconic skyline or the 
ocean beyond. Embark on a culinary journey across her 
13 restaurants, bars and entertainment venues. 
Immerse yourself in her rich past at the onsite QE2 
Exhibition. 



HOTEL ROOM RATES 

ON BOARD QE2:- 

Room Type 
Single 
Double 

Standard Room 
600 
650 

Superior Room 
650 
700 

Deluxe Room 
700 
750 

  
Above rates are inclusive of buffet breakfast in Lido Restaurant 
Above rates are subject to 10% service charge, 7% municipality fee and 5% VAT 
Tourism fee payable directly in the hotel at AED 15 per room per night 
Cancellation Policy – If Booking is cancelled up to 3 Days prior to arrival, the 1st night’s room rate will be charge for late 
cancellation. 
Rooms are subject to availability at the time of confirmation of bookings.    



HOTEL ROOM RATES 

ROVE HOTELS:- 

GROUP ROOM DETAILS 

• Single Occupancy - AED 655.00 Net BB Per room per night                              

• Double Occupancy - AED 700.00 Net BB Per room per night 

• The above Net BB rates are inclusive of 10% Service Charge and 7% 
Municipality Fee. 

        
The above Net BB room rates are inclusive of breakfast in The Daily 
Restaurant. 
        
The above Net BB room rates are inclusive of 5% VAT charges. 
        
The group booking is subject to Tourism Dirham fee of AED 10 per bedroom 
per night. 



INDUSTRY PARTNERS 


